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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


‘““UNDUE CONCERN for outmoded traditions ought not to be 
allowed to frustrate town planning improvements or the more 
scientific redevelopment of individual building sites,’’ says a 
correspondent writing on the subject of Bucklersbury House. p. 128 

AN EXAMPLE of the high cost of water for use on building sites 
is given by a correspondent who writes that his firm was charged 
£907 for water when it was known from the meter readings that 
the value was less than £100. p. 129 


THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION of Building and 
Public Works which met in London last week has made certain 
recommendations on the subject of productivity. p. 141 


“ THE MANUFACTURERS of bricks and cement have in- 
creased production to beat all post-war records and the increase 
goes on, but it is clear that for some time to come there will 
not be enough materials to enable building to be carried on at 
the pre-war rate,’’ said Mr. Wilfred Horsfall, president of 
the NFBTE, at Darlington last Tuesday. p. 142 


A WORKABLE SCHEME of administrative and managerial 
training will, it is hoped, be evolved in the reasonably near 


future, states the half-yearly report of the LMBA. p. 150 


THE AMALGAMATED UNION OF BUILDING TRADE 
WORKERS, at its conference this week, rejected a resolution 
urging the introduction of a national standard of bonus pay- 
ments for all classes of works and carried an amendment which 
declared against the continued operation of incentive bonus 
Payments. p. 151 


THE WAY in which the post-war development of Canada is 
expected to provide a wider range of constructional oppor- 
tunities is reflected by the number of British construction firms 
which are planning to participate in this activity. p. 152 

A DEMONSTRATION block of four cottages has been built 





in Edinburgh to show, among other things, various ways im 
which houses may be designed to use less softwood than usual. 
p. 156 


A MIGHTY HOUSING TOOL 


PPURTHER details of the experiment in the use of a rai!- 
mounted tower crane in the construction of traditional 
houses, carried out by the Norwich City Council under the 
aegis of the Building Research Station, are contained in two 
articles in these pages, the final one being printed this week. 
Briefly, the experiment has shown that, properly organised 
and on sites of a suitable nature, the employment of machines 
capable of handling the heavy building materials can effect 
substantial economies in the labour ‘expended in the con- 
struction of a house, and hence in costs. The extent to 
which this saving may be due to the employment of the crane 
or to the very special organisation called for is a matter of 
minor importance, for these factors are interdependent. 


What is of much greater interest is the extent to which 
this technique can be applied. The particular type of crane 
employed at Norwich, which is an adaptation of the tower 
cranes used extensively on the Continent, apparently has 
limitations in the fact that it can only be used with safety 
on level sites. Moreover, being mounted on rail tracks, its 
mobility is restricted. The Building Research Station does, 
however, imply that these limitations in the employment of 
cranes for the handling of building materials could to some 
extent be overcome by the employment of more mobile types 
of crane. 


Attention has previously been drawn to the practical use 
to which a Scottish contractor has put normal excavators 
mounted on crawler tracks, which with especially designed 
equipment, such as that employed with the tower crane at 
Norwich, have been successfully employed on traditional 
housing sites. This slightly different technique has been 





CORONATION DECORATIONS AT Cl RENCESTER. 


Designed by Mr. Oliver Hill, FRIBA, these decorations were 
intended for Coronation week only, but are to be retained by 
public demand until the end of September. 
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One widely recognised difficulty, 
skilled supervision of the work and 
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xt, although under present conditions their use is confined 


to the larger contracts. Three things are necessary for the 
more rapid extension of their use: the interchange of experi- 
ence and its dissemination to medium and smaller sized 
builders; the co-operation of the plant manufacturers and 
hirers to enable the smaller builder to obtain these machines. 
and, finally, the pre-planning of building projects to ensure a 
flow of houses sufficiently stable to enable builders to invest 
in this new type of equipment. The Ministry of Works and 
Building Research Board have given a useful lead, in which 
the industry is playing its part. 








ETON COLLEGE : The dark staircase chamber leading from 
the colonnade to Upper School and the Chapel at Eton College 


was found to be heavily attacked by death watch beetle. 
staircase timbers were therefore renewed in o 
eighteenth-century handrails and balusters together with other 
joinery on which boys’ names had been carved. A new ceiling 
in precast reinforced concrete with exposed aggregate finish 
and a copper roof was designed to replace the old timber roof 
in order to provide a structure easy to maintain and resistant 


The 
ak, retaining the 


to beetle. The architect to Eton College is Sir William Holford, 
and the executive architect for this work was Mr, Edward Duley. 


Ltd., designed the reinforcement 


Considére Constructions, 








to the concrete beams and panels, cast by Mono Concrete, Ld. 
Copper roofing was laid by L. Carter and Co., and the builders 
for the whole work were Cowtan and Sons, Ltd. Mr. S. J. 
Ainsley, of Grimwade and Ainsley, was the quantity survey0'- 
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NOTES & NEWS 


INTERNATIONAL BUILDING 


5 hea concluded last Friday the 
- first general assembly to be held in 
Great Britain since 1930 of the Inter- 
national Federation of Building and Public 
Works, which had begun the previous 
Monday, when the Minister of Works 
welcomed delegates from 17 member 
nations at the inaugural session at the 
RIBA. The visitors had had a busy week 
with visits to Windsor Castle, Stratford- 
upon-Avon and the White City Tattoo 
sandwiched among the business meetings, 
at which subjects ranging from produc- 
tivity to the guaranteed week were dis- 
cussed. Valuable, no doubt, as were these 
business sessions, the true value of the 
assembly lies in the meeting of nation with 
nation, and the visitors—led by Mr. 
Edgari Frankignoul, retiring after five 
years as president— may well go back 
home with a different outlook on England, 
for which the British organising com- 
mittee deserves praise. 

From the speeches on Friday night, it 
was clear that the Queen had won all 
hearts, and Sir Winston Churchill and 
the conquest of Everest also came in for 
enthusiastic praise. So generous and 
warm were the tributes that the speeches 
(delivered in French and English) went 
on till 11 p.m., after which dancing and 
entertainment followed. If any proof 
were needed of the true internationalism 
of the Congress, it was afforded by the 
sight at the dinner of a Scotsman 
presenting to the retiring President 
a portrait painted by a Belgian—sub- 
scribed for by members of seventeen 
member countries. But no one could be 
found who could correctly identify the 
flags of those countries as reproduced 
onthe menu cover. Sir Walter Monckton, 
who confessed to being colour-blind, was 
exonerated ; the rest of us must, we fear, 
be marked “‘ Failed Geography ’’ ! 


HOMES FOR ARCHITECTS 


_ A project of the Architects’ Benevolent 
Society for providing their old people 
with homes has not sufficiently advanced 
yet to begin building, but they have now 
collected enough to justify the search for 
a suitable site. Some land which is appar- 
ently suitable has been found, and if the 
necessary planning permission can be 
obtained, the Society will soon be issuing 
details of a competition for the design of 
the homes. A great deal more money is 
required to enable them to build these 
homes, and it is hoped by the Society 
that everyone will do his best to bring in 
the necessary funds. "This was announced 
by the President, Mr. Howard Robertson, 
MC, PRIBA, at the Society’s annual 
general meeting held at the RIBA 
recently, A full account of the meeting 
8 contained in their recently published 
Annual Report for 1952-1953, which 
1s available from the Society, at 66, 
Portland-place, W1. 


PARSONAGE DESIGN 


_ LAST WEEK a small exhibition of draw- 
ings of parsonage houses was held by the 
Church Commissioners at No. 1, Millbank, 
Westminster, in connection with a con- 
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CHANCERY-LANE SAFE DEPOSIT.—The illustration shows a perspective 
and layout plan for the proposed superstructure of the Chancery-lane Safe Deposit. 
The steel-tanked basement will eventually include approximately 300 strong-rooms, 
accessible only through two flood-proof main control doors weighing about 13 tons each. 
The main building will contain restaurants, conference rooms and offices, with a car park 
adjoining. The scheme has been prepared by Professor A. E. Richardson, RA, FRIBA 
(Richardson and Houfe), and the main contractors are Tersons, Ltd. 





ference of diocesan surveyors. The 
exhibition has not been open to the public, 
and the plans are the designs of diocesan 
surveyors in various parts of the country 
built in recent years or yet to be built. 
The present-day average parsonage is 
generally a four-bedroom, three-reception- 
room house, with garage attached, and 
varies from 1,500 sq. ft. to 2,000 sq. ft. 
floor area. Each of the plans in the 
exhibition was furnished with a list of 
costs of the house, garage, garden layout, 
paths and fences and architects’ and 
quantity surveyors’ fees, but in the 
majority of cases either the floor area or 
the date of building or both were not given, 
so that a proper comparison of costs was 
not possible. 

The chief lessons to be learned from 
this exhibition (writes E. F.) were that 
no two parsonage houses need ever be 
alike and that no outstandingly forward- 
looking architectural qualities seem to be 
called for. The latter is, of course, a 
pity, but there are in fact some good 
modern examples to be seen there, such 
as D. F. Martin Smith’s John Keble 
Vicarage, London, and Broadhead and 
Royle’s vicarage at Stanford-on-Soar. 
It was pleasant to note that stone had been 
used in stone districts, as in examples at 
Wensley by Guy D. Channon and Slaid- 
burn by Mary D. Wales. On the centre 
table were displayed a few historic plans 
dated from 1853 to 1953, and on the head 





COMING EVENTS ’ 
TUESDAY, JULY 28 





THE ARCHITECTURE CLUB.—A reception. Sudbrook 
Park, Petersham, Surrey. 8.45 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 29 
BuILDING CENTRE.—‘ Contemporary Architecture 


of Brazil,” by Professor Vladimir Alves de Souza. 
The Building Centre, Store-street, WC1. 6 p.m. 
THURSDAY, JULY 30 
RIBA.—“ Home and Surroundings ”’ 
Exhibition, © City Art Gallery. 
August 21, 1953. 


Travelling 
Closing 


table a specimen plan for a 1,500 sq. ft. 


house designed by Mr. A. P. Lay of the 
official architects’ department of the 
Church Commissioners. 


CHILD WELFARE CENTRE 


A BUILDING LICENCE has been issued 
for the model child welfare centre and 
school clinic which is the first part of the 
development plan of the Institute of Child 
Health, London University. 

The new building is made possible by 
the ‘“‘ Natal Gift,” which originally 
amounted to over £106,000, and was part 
of a gift received some years ago from the 
South African “‘ Aid to Britain Fund.”’ 

A site has been purchased at the corner 
of Guilford Place and Guilford-street, at 
the north end of Lambs Conduit-street, 
WC. Eventually it is hoped to provide 
buildings for the Institute of Child Health 
along the adjoining portion of Guilford- 
street where it will form a link between 
the buildings of the Hospital for Sick 
Children and the welfare centre. The 
centre will be used for demonstration 
purposes for post-graduate students from 
the Commonwealth and elsewhere. 

Plans for the building are at an advanced 
stage and preparation of the site is to start 
forthwith. Messrs. Easton and Robert- 
son are the architects. 


FOG COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 


Str HuGcu Beaver, MiInstCE, 
MIChemE, has been appointed chairman 
of the committee on air pollution, Mr. 
Marples, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, announced in the House of Com- 
mons on Tuesday. The committee’s terms 
of reference are: “To examine the 
nature, causes and effects of air pollution, 
and the efficacy of present preventive 
measures ; to consider what further pre- 
ventive measures are practicable ; and te 
make recommendations.” 
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SMUTS MEMORIAL 


Mr. Jacos Epstern has been appointed 
sculptor of the memorial to Field-Marshal 
Smuts, which it is proposed to erect in 
Parliament-square, it was announced by 
the Ministry of Works on Tuesday. 


HISTORICAL MONUMENTS 


THE QueEEN has appointed Mr. John 
Summerson, Professor H. C. Darby, 
Mr. C. E. C. Hussey, and Mr. C. A. R. 
Radford to be members of the Royal Com- 
mission on Historical Monuments 
(England). 


THE AA LIBRARY 


THe ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION’S 
LIBRARY will not open on Saturdays 
during August. It will also be closed 
during the first week of September. 


COUNTY ARCHITECT'S ELECTION 


Mr. F. Hamer Crosstey, FRIBA, 
County Architect to Derbyshire County 
Council, has been elected president of the 
Nottingham, Derby and Lincoln Archi- 
tectural Society. 


HONORARY FREEDOM 


THE Honorary FREEDOM of the 
Borough of St. Marylebone was presented 
to Alderman F. W. Dean, DL, JP, 
FIAS, FRSanI, at a special meeting of the 
St. Marylebone MBC held on July 22. 


AUSTRALIAN APPOINTMENT 

Dr. H. J. Cowan, lecturer in civil 
engineering at Sheffield University, has 
been appointed Professor of Architectural 
Science at Sydney University, Australia. 
PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

Messrs. T. A. Fitron anpD Son (E. Hamilton 
‘Thompson, ARIBA), have removed from 7, Chapel 


Walks, Manchester 2, to 4, Chapel Walks, Manchester 2 
{tel.: Blackfriars 9930). 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 
Saturday, July 23, 1853 
THE View oF St. Paut’s.—I have this 


‘ day witnessed a sight which confounds 


me: how I came not to see it before I 
do not know, perhaps because I thought 
it impossible—I mean the huge unsightly 
pile of building, “‘ flour mills,’’ erected 
on the banks of the Thames between 
St. Paul’s and Blackfriars Bridge, masking 
in a great degree the magnificent architec- 
tural view previously enjoyed from the 
bridge. I thought it was always in con- 
templation to make arrangements to pre- 
serve a view of this grand spectacle, a 
scene unrivalled in any city, but now 
sacrificed to private speculation. Shame ! 
In no civilised country, save England, 
would the Vandal act have been per- 
mitted. But are we civilised? Are we 
not the “ varnished barbarians,”’ after all ? 
I see no reason now why the magnificent 
scene cherished by all lovers of art should 
not in the course of time be blotted out 
altogether. It is really too bad. A man 
would not fare worse in losing his nose, 
than London will in being deprived of this 
fine feature.—A. W. H. 


e*« We pointed out the evil while the 
building was in progress, but, of course, 
without effect. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


BUCKLERSBURY HOUSE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The interesting illustrations of 
Bucklersbury House, published in 
your last issue, must have helped many of 
your readers to a better understanding of 
this much-debated project, which has 
brought sharply into focus the disparity 
between the old and the new methods of 
city development. On the one hand we 
have the old practice of building to a 
conventional building line and, on the 
other, the new principle of open develop- 
ment. "The problem is to combine the 
two satisfactorily. There is much to be 
said for and against each method. If we 
continue with the old convention we 
preserve the familiar appearance of the 
City but perpetuate the undesirable 
internal light well. If we adopt open 
planning, we get all the advantages of 
improved light and air with, however, 
increased height and a loss of apparent 
unity. 

Isolated blocks are 
discordant note in the midst of con- 
ventional development. In the bird’s-eye 
view perspective which you publish, the 
proposed new building towers up like 
a giant among pygmies. This effect, 
however, is clearly deceptive in relation 
to St. Paul’s, for the general plan and 
elevations show that the building is far 
enough away from the Cathedral to avoid 
conflict with it either in height or bulk. 


Bucklersbury House is, of course, 
in parts abnormally high (its lift towers 
are said to reach a height of 168 ft. above 
ground). The plan appears to consist 
generally of a high central spine running 
north and south, with an equally high 
wing at right-angles on the west, and three 
wings about half this height with lower 
connecting links, on the east. Although 
open planning in the City is heartily 
disliked by many, the Bucklersbury 
House project is chiefly criticised because 
of its height. Could this objection be 
overcome by reducing the height of the 
high blocks and increasing that of the 
lower ones—in other words, by making 
all the blocks of approximately uniform 
height? If this were done the scheme 
would, of course, lose much of the dramatic 
effect created by contrasting heights, but 
loss of rental value would be avoided. 
This change may not be feasible because 
of interference with adjoining rights of 
light ; but there is perhaps the possibility 
of a satisfactory solution on these lines. 


As to open planning in principle, 
although it is against City tradition it 
offers such considerable advantages in 
improved light and air and_ general 
convenience that it is likely to be adopted 
wherever the conditions justify it. More- 
over, rebuilding will not stop at the war- 
devastated areas. Large parts of the City 
are obsolete and will have to be redeveloped 
in due course. Undue concern for out- 
moded traditions ought not to be allowed 
to frustrate town planning improvements or 
the more scientific redevelopment of 
individual building sites. 


apt to strike a 


LONDONER. 
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ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Whilst agreeing with Mr. A, ¢ 
Cotton in his letter in your issue of 
June 26, in that architectural education 
must be altered to produce a few goo 
designers in the near future, if the pm. 
fession is to survive, I do not think thy 
teaching creative art in schools will have 
any effect until a new type of student 
is attracted to them. 

Great art has always been rooted in 
technical difficulties, simply because the 
most vigorous minds are drawn to work 
where there is new ground to be broken 

"To-day these minds (whose vigour marks 
the stamina mentioned by Mr. Cotton a 
being the only quality necessary for anyone 
to become a first-class designer) tum 
to engineering and science. Architecture 
will not attract them until the architect's 
training equips him to solve problems 
which are now left to engineers and 
building research workers. 

There is no point in teaching creative 
design until you have students who can 
benefit by it. 

JupitH WaTKINs. 

The School of Architecture, 

The Architectural Association, WC1. 


To the Editor of The Builder 

IR,—Ah! So now we have it! 

Seated on some strange aloof planet 
Mr. Vinycomb (your issue of July 10) 
trains his telescope upon The Builder and 
sees within its mirror brief reflected 
glimpses of the poor mortal world of 
architects and their offices. 

And what does he see there? He 
sees young souls, pure as driven snow as 
they progress through the schools, fired 
with the divine spark as they march 
forth completely endowed with every 
virtue and ability, suddenly become gross 
mercenary empty monsters as_ they 
despatch the first P.45. Ob, sad world! 

But enough of this light diversion; 
let it not sidetrack the main discussion— 
the better training of those responsible for 
building. I should like to see architects 
spend part of their training in the builders’ 
organisation, both in the office and 
working on the site, part in the offices of 
architects face to face with the facts of 
life and part in the full-time schools; 
I should like to see young builders doing 
just the same. 'Thus would they develop 
mutual knowledge, understanding and 
respect, proper equipment for the partner- 
ship that later they will be called upon to 
adopt. For the relationship between 
them should be a partnership, not in 4 
financial sense but in identity of purpose. 

They have to live however, they have 
to marry and raise families, they have t? 
do National Service, and for all except 4 
possible few there is not the time for such 
an ideal course, and one is forced to the 
same conclusion as *Mr. Raglan Squire 
(your issue of July 10 also), except that I 
should prefer the archjtectural student to 
start in an office and finish in a school. 

Even though the ideal may not be 
attainable we should keep it before us. + 

* Mr. Squire proposes that the full-time architec 
tural course of day schools should take students © 
Intermediate stage only, and that afterwards students 
should enter public or private offices and spend two 


or three years in evening schools before taking the! 
Final examination.—EpD. 
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only we have the desire to understand 
one another we are half-way there. If 
lecturers always strive to keep wider 
horizons in mind, if students take every 
opportunity they can to understand the 
other chap’s job, if architects run up a 
few bricks or knock up a shed in their 
gardens over the weekend, if builders 
strive to appreciate the designs architects 
have produced, if criticism be given and 
taken with wisdom and thought, we should 
at least deserve success. 

Thus means will be found of going part 
of the way. For example, when the 
lecturers of the architectural school 
criticise their students’ designs why not 
invite the lads along from the building 
school—and vice versa? Even cricket 
matches between them would help to 
engender the right state of mind! 

Everywhere one finds signs of a growing 
realisation that all ages and members of 
the building fraternity must come closer 
together. If all the students can be 
brought to accept that as an article of 
faith, it will not be the least gift they will 
bring with them as they move up into 
active service. 

W. W. J. 'TROLLOPE. 

14, Sackvillé-street, W1. 


GETTING TOGETHER 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I was more than glad to see the 
letter from Mr. W. H. Tyrrell in 
your issue of July 3. I fully agree with the 
views expressed by Mr. Tyrrell concerning 
action to be taken to reduce building 
costs. I would go further and say that 
in my opinion architects should stress in 
every possible way to their clients that 
changes of mind involving variations of 
any considerable extent after the contract 
has been signed must inevitably mean 
delay and extra cost, for how’ can any 
contractor be expected economically to 
organise building operations if changes are 
made which go far to wreck the organisa- 
tion of the work ? Whilst I fully appreciate 
that the RIBA standard form of contract 
provides for variations, I consider that it 
is implied that suchvariations should be of 
a reasonable nature, but we frequently 
find that clients request major variations 
and architects seem loth to emphasise 
to their clients that these variations will 
prolong the work and that the contractor 
is fully entitled to be reimbursed for 
the extra costs caused by such variations. 


With regard to Mr. Tyrrell’s comment 
concerning the settlement of items to be 
dealt with by specialist sub-contractors 
under p.c. sums in the contract, I believe 
that we are not alone in our repeated 
experiences that it is not until after the 
main contract is signed that architects 
really consider the detailing and settle- 
ment of such p.c. sums, and very rarely 
do we find that such instructions are 
available to us at the signing of the con- 
tract. In the majority of cases it is 
found that specialist sub-contractors have 
not been advised that they will be called 
“pon to work to a time programme pro- 
vided by the main contractor and that they 
must indemnify him for the same obliga- 
tons that he is under to the employer 
under the head contract, and many delays 
take place whilst such matters are clarified. 
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With regard to the second point raised 
by Mr. Tyrrell, I fully agree that the whole 
business of bonusing should be stopped 
forthwith. It is surely a_ well-known 
fact that this system, foisted on the build- 
ing industry by the Ministry of Works, 
has led to the continual abuse of building 
contractors by the large majority of opera- 
tives who demand bonuses (or so called 
bonuses) with no increase in output. I 
assume that the reason why no official 
protest against this iniquitous system is 
made by the National Federation of Build- 
ing "Trades Employers is because it 
emanated from a Government Depart- 
ment, but surely the time has now come, 
as Mr. Tyrrell so rightly says, when the 
system should be abolished and “ we 
should get our house in order.”’ Is it 
too much to expect operatives in the build- 
ing industry to give a fair day’s work for 
trade union rates of pay and the various 
allowances under the Working Rule 
Agreement ? Individual employers, such 
as Mr. Tyrrell’s company, or my own, 
cannot, quite obviously, take individual 
action, but it is a matter for all contractors 
to act together, particularly those who are 
members of the NFBTE, to whom we 
should look for real action in these matters. 

R. B. BurDEN, Managing Director, 
R. B. Burpen, LTD. 


Hounslow, Middlesex. 


G. F. BODLEY’S CHURCHES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It is generally recognised that 
some of the middle-period churches 
of George Frederick Bodley, such as St. 
Augustine, Pendlebury, Manchester (18 74, 
date on porch) and St. Michael, down in 
the dip on the eastern side of Folkestone 
(1873-83), were outstanding pioneers in a 
simplified and aspiring Gothic, with pre- 
dominant vertical lines internally and a 
special type of “ Perpendicular ”’ tracery. 
Yet two churches at least, those mentioned, 
are in parlous plight. St. Michael’s is to 
be pulled down, according to a recent 
announcement ; and as to St. Augustine s, 
the Vicar writes :— 
“It ought never to have been built here, 


‘in 
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and it has never been appreciated by the 
majority of the people here . . . (he who built 
it) left no endowment on his death—and the 
maintenance of the fabric has become a 
perfect nightmares. My work has been 
frustrated by the constant struggle for money. 
The parish is all artisans. What is to 
happen to it in the future is a problem.” 
Cannot something be done to prevent 
the demolition of these unprecedented 
works ? When one considers that Pendle- 
bury went up while Alfred Waterhouse 
was putting up his ultra-Victorian-French- 
Gothic perpetration, the Town Hall, 
the middle of Manchester itself, 
Pendlebury becomes almost a miracle. 


H. V. MoLeswortH RosBeErtTs. 
Wallington, Surrey. 


P.S.—The Rev. Canon T. P. Stevens 
of the Southwark Diocesan Advisory 
Committee, who has seen this letter in 
draft, writes: “ All power to you if you 
can help save the Bodley churches ; they 
might be used as municipal picture 
galleries.” 


WATER FOR BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I should like to bring to the 
notice of your readers the following 
case, which shows clearly that action is 
necessary to protect building costs from 
unfair water charges. 

My firm has recently been erecting a 
factory in the New Town of Crawley at a 
contract figure of approximately £250,000. 
When work commenced the county 
boundary, which was also the dividing 
line between two public water authorities, 
passed through the site. Water could be 
obtained from one authority only, and 
was laid on through a meter. The other 
authority had the right to levy the charge 
for water as the site was held to be in its 
district for the purpose of rating. 


A charge of £907 was levied for water, 
based on the contract sum. Knowing 
this to be excessive my firm claimed the 
right to pay a charge based on the water 
consumed. This right was denied and 
ultimately the water was actually cut off 
and the £907, plus 10s. for re-connection, 
was paid to prevent work from being 
brought to a standstill. 


The job is now nearing completion, 
and it is known from the meter readings 
that the value of the water used at the 
rates charged by the supplying authority 
is less than £100, and yet £907 has been 
paid to the authority that could not 
supply the water, but has a_ regulation 
enabling it to charge on the value of the 
work. Needless to say my firm is not 
letting the matter rest there, but there are 
many cases where a meter is refused and 
where the contractor has no means of 
ascertaining the value of water used and 
comparing it with the payment de- 
manded. 

Water is a national asset and costs money 
to process, pump and distribute, and it 
would appear obvious that the right to 
obtain a supply by meter is essential to 
give an incentive to the prevention of 
waste. 

NorMAN LONGLEY. 
Crawley, Sussex. oe 
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The Architectural Association 


N more than one occasion recently the 
plight of the architectural student of 
to-day has been underlined in no uncertain 
terms. Torn between the Scylla of the quest 
for novelty and the Charybdis of attaching 
fleeting fashion to some sort of permanent 
anchor, his world is apparently one of 
fermenting indecision, yet in viewing this 
year’s exhibition at the Architectural Asso- 
ciation there is little hint of such aesthetic 
agony~—at least not on the surface. The work 
is well ordered; the larger urban schemes pos- 
sess that unified sleek look so essential to the 
making of a successful model; the middle 
years contribute many constructional studies 
of well designed schemes, and the First Year 
has pursued its “ probing ” into the elemental 
verities with distinct success. 

The first subject in the First Year is a 
design for a Primitive Hut. erhaps it is 
a good start—students have to make a model 
—yet it is bound, I feel, to produce, as it 
has done, a measure of tongue-in-cheek, 
sophisticated design. In the programme the 
student is told that “he must try, like the 
savage [sic] to be direct, simple and 
resourceful.” The results indicate much 
resource, but the eye and mind of the young 
1952 London student was obviously at work: 
the schemes were, in short, rather too im- 
pressive, but very good. 

The studies in movement and form were 
beautifully handled; I have rarely seen such 
fine illustration of movement in space as in 
the cellophane mobiles (it is almost a pity 
to apply such a technical word to them!). 
These, together with the drawings and the 
forms showing the balance and counter- 
balance of solid forms are something on their 
own in this exhibition. Finally, the results 
of a short research programme, “ The Dis- 
covery of London,” where students found 
and researched into a particular quarter of 
the city, were displayed. It is my view that 
a school, especially in London, should, so 
to speak, carry out such research with a fine 
tooth-comb; new buildings will continue to 
be set, for many years to come yet, cheek by 
jowl with old or ancient ones, and the setting 
for such buildings should be known if good 
manners are to be displayed. Such know- 
ledge cannot come to the student too early. 


STUDY IN “SCALE” 


There is a comparable study to this in 
the Second Year, a study in “ Scale,’ that 
illusive quality, so hard to pin down to 
general terms, yet so comparatively easy to 
find in terms of fault in so many buildings 
and schemes (that is, if one is not the de- 
signer!). The results here show a commend- 
able incisiveness of approach—in one case it 
was almost unfair to take Somerset House 
and the County Hall as “ yes and no ” illus- 
trations of the author’s findings. The first 
multi-storeyed subject with working draw- 
ings, an Architect's Office, shows a commend- 
able restraint in design and a thoroughly 
realistic approach to the problem—indeed, 
the AA this year is particularly impressive 
in such things as working drawings. Such a 
point also applies to the Third Year sub- 
ject, “ The Finnish Seamen’s Mission,” an 
exercise in framed construction. Looking at 
these schemes one felt that we were 
approaching at long last a cohesive, logical 
and in some cases beautiful aesthetic in 
architectural expression , 

In an exhibition of this sort it is easy 
to pass by those rather unassuming folios 
on the benches, frequently to one’s loss. 
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EXHIBITIONS OF STUDENTS’ WORK 


One of these in particular should be seen 
—the result of a travelling scholarship— 
“Sacri Monti,” of North Italy. These 
monastic communities (some of them are in 
perfect order to-day) set in and about the 
lake district of North Italy—a part des- 
scribed by Hilaire Belloc as being invesied 
with an “unholy beauty ”"—have received 
detailed attention by this student, and every 
lesson in landscaping and the siting of 
buildings in the rural scene can be appre- 
ciated from the many and fine photographs. 
From “Sacri Monti” to Fourth Year Fac- 
tories, Foundries, “ London-type” Buildings 
and Courts of Law is a far but necessary 
cry, but again the thoroughness of approach 
to such diverse problems impresses. Legal 
architecture especially seems to be due for 
refurbishment in this country, and the ideas 
put forward here at least go part of the 
way. 


INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS 


The factories and foundries are immense 
in their proportions, and one remembers 
that “ out in the world” an architect relies a 
great deal on specialists to get him through 
many of the technicalities connected with 
buildings of this sort. True, the AA 
student has a client, and specialist advice 
of a kind, yet it is obviously arduous to 
a degree to plan, co-ordinate and make 
beautiful such large projects, however such 
a thing is achieved. The Fifth Year sub- 
jects are diverse to a degree, ranging from 
a Development for the Paddington Canal 
region to a British Embassy in Athens (on 
the slopes of Mount Lycabettos). 

Perhaps the Fifth Year work on show 
did not give one the same impression of 
thoroughness or general capability seen in 
the lower years, and it is clear that some 
thesis subjects can get rather out of hand— 
the mind is willing but the talent immature. 
At least, this appeared to be the case in the 
scheme for the British Embassy in Athens, 
a curious conception of no particular archi- 
tectural genré, and the ancient slopes of 
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Lycabettos, the once Periclean stronghold 
were not used to the best advantage: the 
Italians did it so brilliantly six centuries ago 
in their “Sacri Monti.” The developmen 
schemes (Paddington and Woodford Green) 
appeared capably handled, though possibly 
a rather more definite programme in these 
two cases would have had a more realistic 
result. 

The head of the school, Mr. Michael 
Pattrick, and his staff, can be congratulated 
on a good year’s work. The thoroughness 
with which the many projects have been 
worked is commendable. While every 
design made by a student should be 
capable of being built by that student, this 
need not necessarily result in “ uninspired” 
architecture provided that constructivism is 
taught as a natural corollary of design—in 
fact, constructivism is design—a_ point 
frequently lost sight of in many of our 
schools to-day. Not so, apparently, at the 
AA, where the fine balance between the 
aesthetic and the downright practical js 
obviously being kept with talent and fore- 
sight. 


Polish School of Architecture 


ACH succeeding visit to the Polish 

School of Architecture’s annual exhibi- 
tion is tinged with more regret than the last, 
for the school closes next summer and this 
year only the work of the Fourth and Fifth 
Years was On show. 

Working under what must be two very 
considerable handicaps—a new orientation 
of living and the language question—the 
Polish students since the war have achieved 
a remarkably high standard of work. To 
the casual or caustic observer the work of 
the school has in the past been invested 
with a somewhat over-spacious, or possibly 
specious, avant garde character. In_ this 
connection, Professor Poluzan, the extremely 
able and cultured head of the school, tells 
with some amusement and not a little pride 
of an architect of the “ old school” writing 
in the Press recently and lambasting young 
designers, likening their work and ideas as 
emanating from Le Corbusier, Frank Lloyd 
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POLISH 


STUDENTS’ WORK.—Design 
square, by H. B. Cachnicki and L. Halko, 


for a Cultural Centre, Bloomsbury- 
of the Polish School of Architecture. 
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Wright and the Polish School of Architecture. 

if it is architectural diversion that one 
wants—what would the architectural scene 
be without it?—a visit to this exhibition can 
always be relied upon to satisfy the need. 
But each adventuring would invariably be 
backed up with sound constructional reason- 
ing, indeed, this year’s fourth-year work, 
part of it having to do with secondary school 
design and research, appears as thorough in 
its approach and execution as it could 
possibly be; every facet of this ever-widening 
problem of education appears to have been 
researched into, and many points have come 
to light which hitherto have been given scant 
notice. The material is presented in the form 
of research sheets, and such a span of infor- 
mation would be of great value if published 
in book form. 

The civic-design subjects run true to form, 
and although such small. matters as vested 
interests and land values wilt before the 
designers’ sweeping imagination, it must be 
remembered that if architecture is to find a 
comprehensive place in our lives, such essays 
in the grand manner are quite necessaty. 
Students must develop a large span of 
imaginative technique in design, for if they 
don’t other people of lesser talent will fill 
the gap, as has happened to our loss in 
the past. The Cultural Centre in Blooms- 
bury is a case in point; I suppose the chances 
of such a development as this taking shape 
within a forseeable length of time are small 
indeed, yet it serves as an object lesson in 
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visual aesthetics. The British Museum is in 
no way blotted out of the scene; the 
intersection of vistas have a subtlety of their 
own, and the unavoidable contemporary 
idea is wedded to the old with grace and 
good manners. 

I like also the South Bank development 
scheme where the complete organism of 
living has received thorough attention. The 
river has been brought into the scheme in 
an extremely clever way, the whole a com- 
prehensive effort on the part of the two 
designers. 

A design for a Catholic church, of which 
unfortunately there were no photographs, 
seemed in the truths of its constructional 
expression to reach a very high standard of 
design. Contemporary church architecture 
has still a long way to go before some sort 
of acceptable standard is reached. Here one 
seemed to be on the way; the construc- 
tional form, especially in the interior, has 
a beauty of its own, and the whole design 
seemed of to-day in its expression and 
feeling. Professor Poluzan, his assistant, 
Professor Neynan, and their staff are 
obviously teachers of talent, for despite 
many obstacles (the school has had to move 
its premises five times in its short existence!) 
many fully trained and sometimes brilliant 
architects have been turned out by the 
school. Next year the school closes, but 
these architects will testify to the excep- 
tional training given by their teachers. 

EDWARD PASSMORE. 








ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION 
Distribution of Prizes and Scholarships 


HE annual exhibition of the work of the 

students of the Architectural Associa- 
tion is now taking place at 36, Bedford- 
square, London, WC1, and the prizes and 
scholarships were distributed at a meeting 
held there on July 17. The president, Sir 
Hugh Casson, FRIBA, RDI, was in the 
chair and Mr. Barnett Freedman, CBE, 
distributed the prizes. 

Mr. MIcHaEL Patrrick, ARIBA, School's 
principal, said the AA and other schools 
were now returning to their pre-war com- 
plement, and the difficulty of newly trained 
architects finding employment was diminish- 
ing. At the moment the troubles of the 
student had their roots in the growing un- 
certainty about the direction of architec- 
tural philosophy. 

Architectural training must be based on 
imaginary projects, the student’s drawings 
never going beyond the drawing board, and 
it was therefore important for him to have 
the underlying philosophy vital to the de- 
velopment of creative ability. In the past 
this philosophy had been kept alive by some 
enthusiasm related to architecture but not 
connected with school work. Thus in the 
late "20's and early °30’s modern design had 
begun to appear in the AA curriculum. He 
had himself been a student at that time, and 
remembered the excitement he and others 
had felt in exploring the new architecture. 
All had been eager to join in the battle for 
the modern movement. 

Later on, about the middle of the °30’s. 
praise of the new architecture had ceased 
to be indiscriminate, students learning to 
distinguish between sincere and mock 
modern. On the Continent there had been 
sufficient work of real quality to prove that 
the new ideas had brought into building 
Visual expressions hitherto unexplored. ‘The 
rst wave of enthusiasm had been based on 


rather flimsy ideas, but now the student was 
carried along by deep conviction. By 1936 
most of the new work related to housing 
and once more we were learning from the 
Continent. Students going abroad compared 
the results of co-operative and socialised 
building in Scandinavia with those of free 
enterprise and ribbon development at home. 
The early appeal of novelty had gone but 
the student was now goaded on by the 
social conscience. feeling that his statement 
in design was not a mere commentatory on 
the shape of buildings but a renunciation of 
social disorder. 


NEW MATERIALS 


Throughout the second decade of the 
inter-war years the student had been helped 
by this added interest, and then had come 
the second world war, six wasted years for 
architecture but bringing new opportunities 
in town planning. The destruction brought 
about by the war had made imperative legis- 
lation which a few years before had seemed 
almost Utopian, and the idea of taking part 
in the rebuilding of the towns had been a 
first-rate stimulus to training. All the 
schools had been filled to overflowing, staff 
had been scarce but the enthusiasm of the 
students had been unbounded. Then there 
was the fact that the war had produced 
some new materials: this coupled with the 
technique of factory production suggested 
some definite improvements in the building 
industry. Moreover. the demand for build- 
ing was not to come from the private client 
but from the welfare state’s requirement of 
many and varied buildings. _ ‘ 

Along with the young architect's interest 
in the new materials there had been the 
deeper interest in the visual and philo- 
sophical side of architecture. Thus the 
ambition of the immediate post-war student 
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had been to get to grips with the problem 
of rebuilding as soon as possible, and it was 
not until about 1950 that there had come 
a slight flagging in enthusiasm. Until then 
students had been buoyed up with the 
promise of a great post-war revival, but it 
was then seen that four years of peace had 
produced very little building. In fact those 
students who entered practice found that it 
needed superhuman efforts to get anything 
built at all. Still the student continued ‘o 
hope; the new materials had not been 
readily accepted by the industry, but new 
methods with old materials were producing 
interesting results, especially in the building 
of schools. Also the concert hall of the 
1951 exhibition had been started on the 
South Bank. Perhaps the new era would be 
getting under way before long. There were 
still plenty of jobs open to the student whose 
training had finished. 


A DRAG ON TRAINING 


But a review of the last four years was 
not reassuring. Gradually the profession 
was becoming overcrowded and jobs were 
beginning to get scarcer, especially the type 
of job the student wished for. The situa- 
tion in 1951 and 1952 had done something 
more than take the edge off the student's 
enthusiasm, while other factors, quite apart 
from economic ones, had recently acted as 
a drag on training. For the immediate pre- 


war and post-war student contemporary — 


design might be said to be travelling along 
two or three lines of advance, slightly 
separate but all subservient to a dominant 
idea. Each of these lines seemed reasonable 
and, according to his preference, the 
student’s travelling scholarship might take 
him to Stockholm or Taliesin and later to 
Chicago or Marseilles. Until recently every- 
thing had seemed to be on the move and 
there had been debate as to which philo- 
sophy might ultimately play the leading part 
in a fully worked out international style, 
but in the last two years the whole move- 
ment had slowed down and the work of 
the great masters of architecture had tended 
to be so repetitive that it looked as if their 
last word had been spoken. 

For a variety of reasons post-war build- 
ing in England had made very little advance 
in the 1950's: there was still no sign of 
mechanisation in the building industry, and 
despite apprenticeship schemes and technical 
colleges the only noticeable change was a 
steady decline in craftsmanship, while 
builders desired to stick rigidly to con- 
tractual methods which often wasted archi- 
tects’ time and building owners’ money. But 
the student must realise that in any time of 
marked architectural change it was the 
period of development and refinement which 
produced work of real quality and lasting 
value, often far superior to the tentative 
attempts of an earlier generation. 

The first battles of the modern movement 
might have been won but the field had .o 
be held and consolidated. Another thing 
was that the student would do well to 
reserve his judgment as to the possibility of 
a fully developed internationa] style. If 
Italy and Scandinavia had produced an 
architectural idiom satisfactory to them- 
selves this could not be said for us. In 
town planning the new towns with their very 
low density gave their inhabitants more 
light and air, but an enormous range of 
possibilities in town planning still lay 
unexplored. 

Mr. BARNETT FREEDMAN then addressed 
the meeting and distributed the prizes and 
scholarships. 
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Mr. A. Diprose (chairman of the students” 
committee) proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Freedman. This was heartily accorded and 
the president closed the mecting. 


List of Awards 


PRIZES AWARDED 


First Year.—Howard Collis Travel Scholarship 
(valoe, £405), Mina J. Bridgwater Year prizes 


(41 Is. each), Mixes 3. Bridgwater. F. BR. Harrington. 
R. A. Howard, R. P. Hart, D. S$. Maclean and S. 
Mand! 


Second Year-—AA Travel Scholarship (£40)..C. J 
Stokes. Year prizes (£1 Is. cach). B. Dewhurst, 
A. M. Radenski, C. J. Stokes, J. W. Toovey and M 
Vernon-Jones 

Third Year.—Holioway Scholarship (for 
some field of building practice) (£190), M. G 
AA Travel Scholarship (£4). C. D. Milne. Year 

izes (£1 Is. each). J. G. Chitty, W. Gilitr, D. A 

tcher. P. G. Hodgkimmon and C. D. Miine 

Fourth Year.—Roland Wilmot Paul Travel Scholar- 
ship (44, E. M. Waterston. RIBA Henry Jarvis 
Scholarship for Construction (£50), A. J. Wyison 
Year prizes (£1 1s. each). Cameron, G C 
Collins, Brian Falk. N. Grimwade. S. Kwok, J. £ 
Roberts, KR. C. Waters, E. M. Waterston, D. §f 
Witham and A. J. Wylson 

Fifth Year.—Henry Florence Travei 
A293), L. 3. Oakiey. Year prizes (£1 Is 


“udy m 


Ascott 


Scholarship 
each). M. J 


CORBUSIANA 
Two New Books 
By FRANK HOAR, ‘BA, FRIBA, AMTPI. 


HE modern movement in architeciure 
has, in spite of the rarity of truly com- 
plete examples, not only come of age but 
has during the past decade been the centre 
of a certain reaction. The basic principles, 
set out in the form of abstract theses by 
original minds in the early twenties, too 
easily hardened in the minds of lesser men 
into clichés or were forced out of a sort of 
satiety into violent formalistic “ features,” 
and became a new academicism; so that one 


often heard supposedly “modern” build- 
ings being criticised as “rather old- 
fashioned.” This criticism has, however, 


never been applied legitimately to the works 
of the originators themselves and least of 
all to Le Corbusier, the chief propagandist 
and law-maker of the movement. The 
forms which he has invented (and canon- 
ised) always were the answer to real] prob- 
lems and, whenever the problem was a 
new one, a new series of forms was invented 
to solve it. Now, in the “fifth volume of 
his “Oceuvre Complete” published by 
Girsberger of Zurich, illustrating his work 
during the years 1946-52, we can see once 
more how marvellously young and inventive 
his mind is for all that ke is nearly seventy, 
and how stubbornly he refuses to imitate 
or repeat himself. He is reported to have 
said in his recent visit to England “Les 
jeunes sont si tristes "; exactly which genera- 
tion this remark was aimed at remains 
ambiguous but he himself remains the 
youngest of us all. 


Together with this originality, however, 
one should remember a remark he made in 
his address to the RIBA on receiving the 
Gold Medal for 1953: “1 have always been 
a traditionalist”; and time and again in 
this volume, as in previous volumes, an 
illuminating note from a sketchbook reveals 
how the inspiration for some new building 
was touched off by his wide and lively 
knowledge of the buildings of the past. In 
this volume, the designs for a church at 


* Le Corbusier: Ocuvre Complete (Vol. 5), 1946- 
1952. Editions Girsberger Zurich. Price, Swiss 
nes 48 
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Biowe:. J. M. Brawne. J. Burkett. R. M. Garcre-’ 
Anthony Maudcit, D. J. Oakley. H. G. S. Peacock 
EH. Ww Pricfert and G. Sheere 
SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS 
Scholarship awarded by Imperial Chemical Indus- 


tries, Lid., to a student im the Fifth Year for trave) 
amd steady of decorative arts im Europe. to an 


approved programme (value. £250). Anthony Mauduit 
Scholarship awarded by the Building Centre to 4 
student im the Fourth or Fifth Year for research 
imo use of building materials. to an approved pro- 
gramme (£100), Brian Falk 
Walparmur Colour Prize (£15). J. E. Sayers. 
Alec Stanhope Forbes Prize for the best colour 
work during the session—books (£5), J. Burkett 
AA Essay Prize (£21), J. B. Lehrman. 
AA Measured Drawings Prize (£20), A. G. Mitchell. 
Prize in Design presented to a student of the Royal 








West of England Academy School of Architecture, 
Bristol (£5 Ss.), A. M. Thompson 

Medal presented annually by Le Societe des Archi- 
tectes Diplomes par t¢ Gouvernement. Paris. to the 
best Diplorm student of the session, H. G. § 
Peacock 


SCHOLARSHIPS TENABLE AT THE AA 
The Leverhuime Scholarship (value, £2,000), J. R 

Plant (Carlisle Grammar School and Carlisle Sch 
council Scholarship (pze- 
vaite Mine-Owners’ and 

p-a.), war 





Rouchamp in the 
first 
quietly commented upon by a sketch (p.31) 
made in 1910 in the Villa Adriana at Tivoli, 
showing the dramatic effect of “ concealed ” 


that seems at 
its Originality, are 


Vosges, 


almost violent in 


light punched down into the cavern bv 
means of a tall duct-like vault from hig} 
above. And in many of the Indian designs 
(in particular the High Court at Chandigarh) 
we feel a most unexpected sympathy for 
the section and rhythms of certain Indian 
Saracenic buildings such as the Jami-Mosjid 

Bijapur and the mosque of Futtehpore- 
Sikri (in spite of warnings in the text that 
“no idea from folk-lore or art-history can 
be allowed to weigh in an enterprise where 
the buildings are constructed in mass con- 
crete braced occasionally by thin mem- 
branes of reinforced concrete .. .”). 


WORK AT CHANDIGARH 


It is perhaps in this scheme tor a new 
capital of the Punjab at Chandigarh (com- 
missioned in 1950 and now well under con- 
struction) that we can see most clearly the 
richness of Le Corbusier's present work. It 
is his first chance to carry out a really large 
town-planning project (it will eventually 
have 500,000 inhabitants, with a first phase 
of 150,000); and problems of ownership 
and adjustment to existing structures do not 
arise since the site itself is virtually carte 
blanche. The temptation to take over in 
entirety the preconceptions of his famous 
“Ville Radieuse” schemes of the twenties 
and thirties was defied by the local condi- 
tions both climatic and cultural. Instead, 
we have an object lesson in what probably 
constitutes the vita] next stage in the matur- 
ity of the modern movement—a sensitive 
yet rigorous adaptation of abstract 
principles to new, and quite particular, cir- 
cumstances: One may instance here the 
application of the well-publicised principle 
of segregation of vehicular traffic from 
pedestrian footways to the traditional 
Indian village planning of tightly packed 
peons’ houses with small enclosed back and 
fore-courts, Or again, in answer to the quite 
exceptional climatic conditions of sun and 
monsoon-rain we have in the Government 
buildings a new adaptation of the famous 
“ brise-soleil” in conjunction with a free- 
Standing roof-system — part umbrella part- 
parasol—which ensures at the same time a 
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the separate chambers and offices within, 
The Unité d'Habitation block of dwel- 

lings at Marseilles (the completed version of 

which is very thoroughly illustrated in thix 


publication “The Marseilles Block” pub- 
lished by the Harvil Press.t This book js . 
translation of an original illustrated text by 
Le Corbusier describing the whole back. 
ground, historical, theoretical and practical, 
of this famous venture together with its 
implications for the future. The contradic- 
tions among the mudslingers (whose attack 
varies from accusations such as ~ insani- 


tary” and “ promotive of mental disease 
to “too luxurious for the workers”) the 


of site all demonstrate the uneasy back- 
grounds against which this protect has been 
carried out. Even now in terms of town- 
planning it should be remembered that this 
one block is a mere fragment of a wider 
conception. The text includes an analytical 
description by André Wogenscky, the chief 
d’atelier, of the block with its 300 apart- 
ments, co-operative and private stores, 
restaurant, laundries, créche, swimming 
pool, gymnasium and playgrounds (on both 
the roof and on the ground); and is illustra- 
ted by photographs of the display dwelling 
and many photographs of the whole siruc- 
ture itself in the course of erection. One 
can see very clearly here the implications 
of the narrow-frontage interlocking maison- 
ettes with the central access corridor; what, 
however, these early photographs do not 
give are the feelings of calmness and human 
dignity that the final structures possess and 
which have been the primary aim of the 
designer from the very beginning. 

For contrast with the Unite dwellings at 
Marseilles we are given in the “ Oecuvre 
Complete ” two lower-cost housing prjoects 
one for the Strasbourg housing competition 
and another for erection in Nantes. There 
are many designs of astonishing variety for 
houses in Argentine, France and India, 
among them three of Le Corbusier's rare 
buildings in brickwork—a highly original 
hotel on the Céte d’Azur with concrete vault 
roofs; a factory, beautifully proportioned in 
section, at St. Dié: and, to emphasise the 
full range of his activities, the huge and 
brilliant town-plan for Bogota, Colombia 
(in collaboration with Wiener and Sert) 
followed by a tiny holiday cabin at Cap 
Martin on the Mediterranean. The produc- 
tion and layout of the book (with its full 
English text) is of a very high standard and 
brings home forcibly the overall impression 
of a mind that is at the same time precise 
and poetic. Certainly this book wil] make 
many people think a second time about the 
master of “functionalism.” There is sti! 
the same Cartesian clarity, the same 
emphasis upon mathematics; but there is 19 
increasingly powerful expressionist and 
Baroque impulse which reminds us quite 
suddenly of those eloquent pages in 
“Towards a New Architecture,” written 
thirty years ago, in which Le Corbusier paid 
his homage to that great master of dramatic 
architecture, Michelangelo. This is a [at 
cry from the “ machine for living in”: but 
this book provides evidence of the ‘wo 
tendencies operating together and, in some 
amazing way, without contradiction. 


BOOK RECEIVED 


WREN THE INCOMPARABLE. By Martin S. 


Briggs. (London: George Allen and Unwin, 
Ltd.) Price 35s, 





natural circulation of air through and over one The Marseilles Block. The Harvil Press. Price 
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and A view from the beach. 


oT A Bathing Pavilion at Brighton 


There Borough Engineer and Surveyor 
‘de D. ¥. HOWE, MICE, MIMunE 


- Chief Architect : Builders : 
al P. BILLINGTON, ARIBA, AMTPI McKELLAR AND WESTERMAN, LTD. 


A view from 
the road. 
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HIS building, erected on the foreshore at the dressings. ‘The concrete flat roof is covered with 
Following is a 


western end of the sea front, provides changing asphalt with insulated roof tiles. 
and toilet accommodation for bathers of both sexes, _ list of sub-contractors and suppliers : 


together with beach tray refreshment facilities both for Bricks, Keymer Brick and Tile Co., Ltd. ; artificial : 
bathers and visitors on this stretch of beach. The | stonework, Girlings’ Ferro Concrete Co., Ltd. ; roofing . 
problem of providing foundations in loose beach has and thermo roof tiles, Ragusa Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; 
been solved by building upon a concrete raft, the — electrical work, Hall and Stinson, Ltd. ; gas and water 
space between the floor and the raft being utilised for installation, G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd. ; roof lights, 


drains, gas, electric and water services. The external Lenscrete, Ltd.; steel windows, 


finish of the building is in buff hand-made sand-faced facturing Co., Ltd.; Hy-Gard-All clothes holders, 





Sussex facings with reconstructed Portland stone James Sieber. 
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A BATHING PAVILION AT BRIGHTON : The plan. 
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Front view from Guildford-road. 


TA Centre, Farnham, Surrey 


Architects : 
HATCHARD-SMITH AND BERTRAM 


Quantity Surveyors 


MESSRS. GLEEDS 


Builde eS. 
PITCHERS, LTD. 


ha the planning of this building, a considerable 

problem was presented by the levels of the site 
which falls away from the Guildford-road and is 
divided by a row of poplars of which the majority had 
to be retained. Also, whereas the entrance is from 
Guildford-road, the best view of the building is from 
the Farnham By-pass from which it was unfortunately 
impossible to provide access. 

The building is placed on the flat portion of the 
site behind the poplars with garages and workshop 
at the side and to the rear. 

The drill hall itself, with an area of 3,500 sq. ft., 
is the principal feature and round it are grouped 
on the ground floor offices, stores, lecture rooms, 
changing rooms and Army Cadet Force accommoda- 
tion with a dome trainer at the west end of the drill hall. 

The main entrance faces Guildford-road with a 
secondary entrance on the east side and access for 
vehicles to enter the drill hall on the west. 

On the first floor are the officers’ mess, warrant 
officers’ and sergeants’ mess and men’s social room, 
each with its own servery. 

The miniature range is placed on the first floor over 
the stores and, being narrower, allows for a very 
pleasing balcony along the south side of the drill hall, 
which is also overlooked by windows into the first- 
floor corridors. A caretaker’s flat is provided on the 
second floor. 

The construction is of brick cavity walls with 
Dorking facings, fire-resisting floors and stairs and 
flat roofs throughout covered with asphalt. 

The floors of the drill hall and officers’ mess are of 
hardwood blocks and there is an oak dado to the 
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Garages and workshop. 


¥ CENERATOR Rel WORKSHOP 
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Plan of garages and workshop. 











Drill hall. 
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Recreation room 


officers’ mess. The remainder of the 
covered for the most part with thermoplastic tiles. 
The building is heated by low-pressure hot-water 
radiators supplemented by gas heaters in the offices 
and drill hall. Following 1s a list of sub-contractors : 
Dome trainer, M. Barrett, Ltd.; pressed steel door 
frames, Frederick Braby and Co. ; fireplaces, Bratt Colbran, 
Ltd.; ironmongery, Comyn Ching and Co., Ltd. ; target 
gear, E. Coules and Son; _ heating installation, Ellis 
(Kensington), Ltd.:; flagstaff and fittings, John Edgington 
and Co., Ltd., and Goddard and Sons, of Farnham ; 
artificial stonework, Empire Stone Co., Ltd. ; steel shelving, 
Evertaut, Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, W. N. Froy and Son. 
Ventilation, Greenwood’s and Airvac Ventilating Co., 
Ltd. ; Convectore fire and tiled surround, General Light 
Castings, Ltd rolling shutters, Haskins ; thermoplastic 








floors are 





July 





tiles, Holborn Asphalte Co., Ltd. fireproof floors, The 
Kleine Co. ; pressed steel gutter, Lakers (Sanitation and 
Heating), Ltd.; asphalt, Limmer and Trinidad Lake 
Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; steel shutter door, Potter Rax, Ltd. ; 
nameplates, Reliance (Nameplates), Ltd., Twickenham, 
Middlesex ; steelwork, Redpath Brown and Co. ;_ roof 
light, Mellowes and Co.; asbestos sheeting, Roberts 
Adlard and Co. 

Electrical installation, Southern Electricity Board ; 
gas supplies, gas fires, gas radiators, cookers, Southern 
Gas Board ; wood block flooring, Stevens and Adams, Ltd.; 
suspended ceilings, Sundeala Board Co., Ltd., Sunbury- 
on-Thames ;_ bricks, Sussex and Dorking Brick Com- 
panies, Ltd., Horsham; boundary railings and _ gates, 
tubular steel stand for designation board, staircase 
balustrades, Geo. Wright ( London), Ltd. ; metal windows, 
supplied and glazed by Wottons (Croydon), Ltd. 











TA CENTRE, 
FARNHAM, SURREY 















Officers’ mess. 
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Awarded a Ministry of Housing and Local Government Housing Medal, vos 


Two terraces of type H6 houses. 


Housing at “The Oxleys,” Harlow, for Epping RDC 


Architects : 
TOOLEY & FOSTER, FRIBA 








Assistant in Charge : Clerks of Works : 
H. 7. PULLER A. E. BISHOP AND 7. V. CLARKSON 
Builders 


R. C. DARLINGTON & SONS, LTD. }#. L. GLASSCOCK’S SUCCRS., LTD. S. C. ALDRIDGE, LTD. 
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Layout plan. 
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smaller houses follow very closely the recommendations 
made in that pamphlet. The blocks of type H houses 
contain three-bedroom (four persons) houses of an area of 
S25 ft. super plus outbuildings at 44 ft. super, end two- 
bedroom houses of an area of 723 ft. super plus outbuildings 
at 44 ft. super. The three-bedroom (five persons) types 
A and B houses have areas of 906 ft. super plus outbuildings 
at 107 ft. super, and 894 ft. super plus outbuildings at 
93 ft. super respectively. The old people’s bungalows 
have areas Varying between 447 and 453 ft. super. 

The majority of the houses on the site are built in facing 
bricks relieved at focal points by colour washed brickwork 

The construction of roads and sewers and the planting 
of the site, including front hedges, was carried out under 
the supervision of the Council’s surveyor. The main 
sub-contractors and nominated suppliers were : 
Composition flooring and tile roofing, The Marley Tile Co., Ltd 
rey i Marshall, Ltd fencing, A. J. Binns, Ltd.; ir 
\] doors, Gliksten Doors, Ltd. 
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Left : 


President of the International Federation of Building and Public Works, photographed at the inaugural reception on Fuly 12. 


Mr. W. Horsfall, President of the National Federation of Building Trades Employers ; Mrs. Horsfall ; and M. Edgard Frankignoul, 


Right : Mr. 


Harvey G. Frost, funior Vice-President of the National Federation, and Mrs. Harvey Frost being received at the Drapers’ Hall by Sir George 


Burt and Lady Burt. 


itinerary from Fuly 12-17. 


INTERNATIONAL BUILDERS 


General Assembly Meets in London 


T HE general assembly of the International 
Federation of Building and Public 


Works opened in London on July 12, under 
» the presidency of M. Edgard Frankignoul, 


with delegates from 17 member countries in 
attendance. The assembly divided itself into 
several committees concerning themselves 
with Guaranteed Wage in the Construction 
Industry (Committee 1); Financing of a 
Network of European Main Highways and 


' The Impact of Big Development Schemes 





= on National Economic Activity (Committee 


, Productivity (Committee 3); and European 


‘ Financing of Housing Construction (Com- 
= mittee 4). 


PRODUCTIVITY 
[he Committee on Productivity made the 
following recommendations :— 
Propaganda and Education: (a) The 
development of a system of propaganda 
which should make it clear to everyone that 





Uhe official opening of the General Assembly at the RIBA on July 13. 


Ml. Edgard Frankignoul ; Mr. Howard Robertson, President, RIBA ; Sir George ee oe 
yt P 


ceremony. 


and M. Paul Ducret, Secretary-General of the Internati 
M. Edgard Frankignoul, President 


it is necessary to increase production and 
to indicate the advantages of the method 
used to attain this goal. This propaganda 
should aim at removing the fear of unem- 
ployment arising from technological 
advances. 

(b) The measures to be taken to educate 
all those who intend to apply methods of 
increasing productivity include the follow- 
ing :— 

(i) The adoption of satisfactory methods 
such as those of TWI in the training of 
supervisory staff and workers. 


(ii) The encouragement of admission of 
young workers into the crafts by means of 
apprenticeships supervised by teachers who 
are in touch with the practices of the 
industry. 

(c) The setting up of productivity missions 
under the auspices both of international 
authorities and industrial organisations. The 


onal Federation. 


The banquet at the Drapers’ Hall was one of the high lights of the social events included in the International Federation’s 


scheme should encourage the exchange of 
visits between contractors of the various 
countries in accordance with the decision 
taken at the Paris meeting of the enlarged 
Governing Body on October 18, 1952. In 
this connection it is hoped that results of 
these investigations will be made available 
as quickly as possible. 


Collaboration: The establishment of con- 
tact at the various levels and between each 
level, especially :— 

(a) By consultation at an early stage of 
the planning of the work between architects, 
engineers and contractors, when the methods 
of work proposed by the contractor can be 
taken into account. 

(b) By consultations on the site or in the 
office during the execution of the work 
between the contractor, foremen and 
workers. 

(c) By the rapid circulation of information 
on research to architects, engineers and 
contractors. 


Overall Requirements 


(a) Clients, whether public authorities or 
private persons, should pay great attention 





Left to right, Sir David Eccles, MP, Minister of Works ; 
President of the Federation of Civil Engineering 
A view of the platform party at the opening 
of the International Federation, is in the chair. 
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to the manner in which thcir wishes are 
expressed from the point of view this will 
have on productivity. 

(b) Decision must be made whether the 
job is to be completely “ made to measure” 
by traditional methods or is to employ mass- 
produced components and factory methods. 


(c) In considering mass-produced methods 
which envisage long-term propects the in- 
terests of the smaller and medium-sized 
firms in achieving higher productivity should 
not be overlooked. 

(d) Full employment for contractors and 
consequently for their workers should be 
aimed at. To achieve this it will be neces- 
sary to set off the possibility of reduction 
in the work for private clients by an increase 
in the work for public authorities. 


(e) The employment of direct labour 
should be abolished, because this is not in 
the best interest of the State nor of the 
contractors. 

(f) The adoption, in preference of any 
other arrangement, of the unit-rate system 
in cases where the lump-sum contract is 
impracticable. In this connection it is sug- 
gested that the International Federation 
should undertake a new investigation in 
order to collect information on methods of 
submitting tenders now in use in different 
countries so that the most satisfactory 
methods may be determined. 

(g) The star“ardisation of building regu- 
lations and by-laws and their stabilisation 
for a reasonable period. 

(h) Official Government controls are unde- 
sirable in connection with the question of 
productivity as their interference has an 
unfavourable effect. 

PLANNING 

(a) Full detailed drawings should be pre- 
pared before commencement of the work. 

(b) Orders which authorise variations 
during the course of the work should not 
be allowed. This ensures that the contract 
price is not subject to fluctuations which 
are usual where there is uncertainty over 
the final nature of the work. 

(c) Sufficient time should be allowed for 
preliminary study and for the carrying out 
of the work. 

(d) Bonus clauses for a reduction in the 
time taken for the work should be balanced 
with the penalties for delay. 

(e) The use of “cost-plus” systems of 
contract should be avoided, except in special 
cases, as this conflicts with efforts to 
increase productivity. 

(f) Prefabrication and standardisation on 
a rational and economic scale should be 
adopted without at the same time over- 


’ 


looking the aesthetic point of view. It is 
desirable to take advantage of using 
standard components, repetitive methods 


and standardised operations. At the same 
time, standardisation should not be allowed 
to prevent the development of new con- 
structional materials. 


EXECUTION OF WORK 


(a) Measures and methods which contri- 
bute to the scientific management of the 
business should be adopted:— 

(i) This means in the first place a costing 
department which should be concerned with 
estimating, cost analysis and control. 

(ii) There should also be a department 
responsible for the time and progress plan- 
ning of the work and for seeing that this 

adhered to. 
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(iii) In the second place this means site 
management and the allocation of the 
various jobs in accordance with the ability 
of the workers and with a view to keeping 
them at the same site for as long as possible. 
Efforts should be made to abolish periods 
of enforced idleness on the site. 


(b) Mechanisation should be employed 
judiciously, taking into account the period 
during which the plant will be in continuous 
use. 

(c) Measures taken for the welfare of 
workers should be constantly reviewed. In 
this connection it would perhaps be bene- 
ficial if specifications contained relevant 
clauses so that the contractor could include 
any such obligations in his estimate. 


Financial Arrangements: (a) No tender 
should be made for work in cases where 
the financial stability is doubtful. 

(b) Every effort should be made to make 
clients understand that prompt payment to 
the contractor results in reduction of costs. 


(c) The use of retention funds should be 
restricted and preference given to systems 
of sharing the financial responsibility 
between contractors by guarantee deposits. 


Payment of Wages to Workers: (a) 
Methods should be introduced which stimu- 
late interest of the workers in reducing costs 
and increasing productivity, taking into 
account that this increased productivity will 
benefit them indirectly, by reducing factors 
on which the cost of living depends. 

(b) So far as payment by results is con- 
cerned, reference should be made to the 
resolution adopted at Venice in 1950 at 
the general assembly of delegates of the 
International Federation. In the light of 
experience this resolution appears to con- 
form most closely to the requirements of 
the contractor. ‘ 


The Assembly Dinner 


HE President of the National Federation 

(Mr. Wilfred Horsfall) took the chair 

at the dinner at the Dorchester Hotel on 

Friday night with which the Assembly 
concluded. 

Str WALTER MONCKTON, KCMG, MP 
(Minister of Labour and National Service), 
in proposing the toast of “The Delegates 
from Overseas,” said that it was 23 years 
since the International Federation had last 
met in England. The value of co-operation 
in the international field of building and 
civil engineering contracting depended on the 
exchange of information and experience 
between countries. The International Federa- 
tion had a responsible part to play in stimu- 
lating interest in new ideas and new methods. 
M. Francois BUCHE (vice-president, Société 
Suisse des Entrepreneurs), who responded, 
said that the International Federation com- 
prised 17 member nations, who met in a 
spirit of amicable collaboration especially 
to solve the problem of housing, not onlv 
by providing a roof, but by providing a 
home where many might find new hope for 
a better future. That sentiment was well 
known by Great Britain, whose achievements 
had won great praise. He particularly wished 
to remark on the kindness of the reception 
the delegates had encountered at every turn. 

Str ANDREW MacTaGGart (past-president 
FCEC), in proposing the health of the Inter- 
national President, referred to the great 
qualities of M. Frankignoul; they were all 
a little sad at losing a President who had 
captained the ship so admirably over the 
past five years. It was his privilege to present 
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on behalf of all M. Frankignoul’s colleagues 
a portrait of the retiring President. 


In accepting the gift amid acclamation, 
M. FRANKIGNOUL thanked all the delegates 
for their gift and for their unfailing suppor 
during his years of office. That suppor 
would, he knew, be accorded equally to his 
successor. 


The toast of the National Fedération an 
the Federation of Civil Engineering Cop- 
tractors was proposed by M. Borie (incom- 
ing President, International Federation), who 
expressed in the warmest terms the gratitude: 
of the foreign delegates to their British hosts 
for the kindness of their reception, and 
especially to Sir Walter Monckton, Sir David 
Eccles, Mr. Howard Robertson, Sir Georg 
Burt, Mr. W. Horsfall, Sir A. MacTaggart, 
Mr. Norman Longley and Mrs. Norman 
Longley, chairman of the ladies’ committee. 
In conclusion, M. Borie said: “TI raise my 
glass to her beautiful and gracious Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh 
and their charming children, to her Majesty's 
Ministers, to you all, and to the prosperity 
of your great nation, whose disciplined, con- 
fident and tenacious character is a source 
of grandeur and pride.” 


Mr. S. D. C. KENNEDY (Hon. Treas. 
Master Builders’ Federation of Australia) 
also joined in the proposal, 


SiR GEORGE Burt (Pres., FCEC) and Mr 
WILFRED HorSFALL (Pres., NFBTE) re 
sponded. Sir George gracefully acknow- 
ledged the tribute, and Mr. Horsfall expressed 
the hope that the interval between now and 
the next meeting in England of the Inter- 
national Federation might be much less than 
23 years. 


Those present included: 


Mme. Borie, Mme. Buche,.Lady Burt, Sir Harold 
and Lady Emmerson, Mrs. Horsfali, Sir Harry 
Pilkington, Sir Thomas  Sheepshanks, H. 
Matthews, Mr. and Mrs. F. Cronin, Dr. and 
Mrs. Gordon Baker, Mr. and Mrs. Norman Longley. 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Hearder, Sir Bruce White 
Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Montgomerie, K. J. Burton 
Mr. and Mrs. C. G. Rowlands, D. McCowan Hil 
Lt.-Col. and Mrs. A. C. Newman, Lt.-Col. and 
Mrs. I. Roney-Dougal, Mr. and Mrs. Norman H 
Walls, E. J. Chapman, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Gilber 
Sir Richard and Lady Coppock, Sir Malcolm and 
Lady McAlpine, Mr. and Mrs. N. C. Macnamara, 
W. H. Forsdike, Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Frost, Mr 
and Mrs. G. A. Coombe, Nigel Hannen, Mr. and 
Mrs. L. A. Walden, Mr. and Mrs. R. W. Whitting- 


ton, M. and Mme. A. P. Ducret, R. Kean, Si 
Jonah and Lady Walker-Smith, Mr. and_ Mr 
P. H. St. J. Wilson, Mr. and Mrs. G A 


Hughes, Mr. and Mrs. H. E. Comben, Mr. and Mrs 
D. E. Woodbine Parish, Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Trait, 
W. Keith Martin, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mills, Mr 
and Mrs. F. W. Beazley, Mr. and Mrs. J. lar 
Robertson, G. and C. Malherbe (Director, South 
African Federation), Mr. and Mrs. >. Bryant 
H. A. Close, Mr. and Mrs. I. Ernest Jones, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ian M. Leslie, Mr. and. Mrs. A. Pitt Robins, 
Mr. and Mrs. E. Granter, Mr. and Mrs. G. 

Grosvenor, and Mr. and Mrs. J. Armstrong. 


HOUSING CRITICS REBUKED 
“Not Facing Facts” 


SPEAKING at the half-yearly luncheon % 
the Northern Counties Federation of Build 
ing Trades Employers at Darlington, 0 
Tuesday, Mr. Wilfred Horsfall, Nationa 
President, said: “Local authorities and 
others interested in the housing camipaig? 
who criticise Mr. Macmillan’s decision 00 
to raise the already high target of 300,00 
houses a year are not facing the facts 


“The manufacturers of bricks and cement! 
have increased production to beat al! pos 
war records and the increase goes on, bu! 
it is clear that for some time to come the 
will not be enough materials to ena> 
building to be carried on at the pre-wa 
rate.” 
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INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR BUILDING 
RESEARCH STUDIES AND DOCUMENTATION 


Structure and Programme of Work 


T is announced that the Internationa] 
Council for Building Research Studies 
and Documentation, the first General 
Assembly of which was held from June 25 
to 30 at the European Office of the United 
Nations under the auspices of the United 
Nations’ Economic Commission for Europe 
(Housing Sub-Committee), is now equipped 
with the necessary bodies to carry out an 
immense programme of work already out- 
lined in the fields of research, study and 
documentation. 


The drawing up of the council’s statutes, 
the organisation of the three permanent sec- 
tions (experimental research, studies and 
application of results of research. and docu- 
mentation), and the sketching out of their 
programme of work, were achieved with the 
co-operation of more than 92 delegates 
representing institutions concerned with 
building research, studies and documenta- 
tion in 17 countries: Austria, Belgium, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Israel, Italy, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, 
United States. Western Germany and Yugo- 


slavia. In addition, 20 international organi- 
sations followed closely the Assembly’s 
work. 


The general interest aroused by the estab- 
lishment of this new non-governmental 
Organisation is shown by the fact that nearly 
40 organisations in 13 European countries 
have decided to join the council, either as 
titular or as associate members. 


The International Council for Building 
Research, Studies and Documentation has 
taken the place of the International Council 
for Building Documentation, and consists not 
only of the three permanent sections listed 
above, but of a general assembly, an execu- 
tive committee and a permanent secretariat. 


Aims Defined 


_ Mr. A. Marini (France), director, Centre 
Scientifique et Technique du Batiment, the 
first president of the International Council, 
defined in the Assembly the aims set for it- 
self by the new organisation, which has a 
clearly marked non-governmental character; 
and he stressed the need for synthesis and 
unity required by present-day development in 
building research and its two concomitant 
activities, the study of its practical applica- 
tion and documentation. 


The general aims of the council are, in the 
words of Mr. Marini, to discover the indivi- 
dual, family and social needs of man and 
to work out the capacity of industry, 
technique and economics to satify them. 
Those were the aims, direct or indirect, of 
all who devoted themselves to progress in 
ete by research, study and documenta- 
_ To achieve these ends, i.e., to bring order 
into the extremely complex field of building 
and housing problems, the council should, 
a Marini continued, extend its work far 
— od study of materials and construc- 
nag >ich work, taking its starting point 
tain Fest ing sciences, and embracing cer- 
je ranches of technology, now included 

oe and techniques such as psychology, 
-nenteted and hygiene, and went as far as 

fconomic sciences and sociology. At the 


same time, as a return to the fundamental 
disciplines manifested itself increasingly, 
new forms of applied research were appear- 
ing. The partitions between the sciences 
were falling, in the sense that while specialis- 
ations were multiplying, it was henceforth 
impossible to imagine their appearance as 
separate entities without co-ordination or 
the will to synthesis. 


The three permanent sections have officers, 
consisting of a president, a vice-president 
and four members appointed directly by the 
section. The following have been elected 
presidents of the sections: Mr. Marini 
(France) of the Studies and Application of 
Results of Research Section: Mr. F. M. Lea 
(United Kingdom), of the Experimental 
Research Section; and Mr. van Ettinger 
(Netherlands), of the Documentation 
Section, 


To ensure the necessary decentralisation, 
the technical secretariats of the sections 
have been established for a preliminary 
period at London (Experimental Research), 
Rotterdam (Documentation) and Paris 
(Studies and Application of Results of 
Research). 


At this first assembly, programmes of 
work were drawn up as follows for each of 
the sections :— 


Documentation Section 


This section wil] have as its principal task 
the continuance of the work of the former 
International Council for Building Docu- 
mentation (ICBD). It will study the most 
effective methods of distribution to users of 
“objective” documents and information 
from the three sections. It will aim at in- 
creasing contacts between producers and 
users of documentation, in order to satisfy 
the “real needs” of the latter. The section 
will set up a working party to study existing 
provisions in the offices of architects, engi- 
neers and other building technicians for the 
rational utilisation of the means of docu- 
mentation they require. It also provides for 
the setting up of a working part to study, 
in close co-operation with UNESCO and the 
International Organisation for Standardisa- 
tion (ISO), the possibility of establishing an 
international terminology in the field of 
building. 


Studies and Application of Results of 
Research Section 

This section has prepared a preliminary 
programme which will develop according ‘0 
needs and possibilities. The officers, in con- 
sultation with the executive committee, will 
establish for this programme a priority list 
of subjects for study. Among these subjects 
are the following: 

1. Comparative study of the technological 
provisions and regulations adopted in various 
countries for sound-proofing (especially for 
the floors of buildings with several storeys); 
and of their effect on building costs. 

2. Comparative study of the technological 
provisions and regulations adopted in various 
countries for the thermal insulation _of 
dwelling-houses; and of their effect on build- 
ing costs and operating expenses. 


3, Study of the influence of the height and 
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layout of rooms on the building costs of 
dwelling-houses. 


4. Determination of the effect of acciden- 
tal overloading and occasional natural forces 
(snow, wind, earthquakes, temperature varia- 
tions, etc.) on the various component parts 
of dwelling-houses, in the light of the real 
needs of the people living in them, the safety 
concepts of modern theories of probability 
being accepted (study to be made in con- 
junction with the International Association 
for Bridge and Structural Engineering). 


5. Study of possible uniform regulations 
for ordinary reinforced concrete structures in 
dwelling-houses, account being taken of 
present-day possibilities in steel and concrete 
and of modern methods of calculation 
(study to be made in conjunction with the 
International Association of Bridge and 
Structural Engineering and the International 
Union of Research and Testing Laboratories 
for Materials and Structures). 


6. Comparative study of the actual effec- 
tiveness (and of the measures taken to ensure 
such effectiveness in the various countries) 
of normalisation and standardisation; the 
effective influence of these on the cost of 
dwelling-houses (study to be made in con- 
junction with ISO). 


7. Comparative study in conjunction with 
the housing sub-committee of economic, 
financial and technical measures in various 
countries for promoting the modernisation of 
the equipment of craftsmen and builders 
working for themselves. 


8. Comparative study of the attempts in 
various countries to ascertain people’s needs 
and desires in housing matters; this bearing 
on methods and techniques of sampling, 
inquiry or experiment. 

9. Comparative study of economic, finan- 
cial and technical measures in various coun- 
tries to promote the modernisation of rural 
housing (improvement and adaptation of 
existing buildings), in conjunction with the 
housing sub-committee. 


10. Comparative study on methods of 
analysis used in preparing for slum clearance 
and rehousing of the inhabitants, in con- 
junction with the housing sub-committee. 


The studies section is also concerned with 
the problems created by the development of 
building productivity. In this fieid it will, 
in particular, carry out studies which in due 
course will be required by other organisa- 
tions, especially by inter-Governmental 
bodies (the housing sub-committee of ECE, 
OEEC); for it will establish the necessary 
co-operation with organisations of architects, 
scientists, users, trade unions, contractors 
and, in general, with all those who are in- 
volved in building problems. 

E * t 1 R I Ss ti 

This section will deal with the exchange 
of information on research organisations and 
on research work completed, under way, and 
projected. It will also co-operate, in certain 
special fields, in collective studies and pro- 
jects, and in conferences on fixed subjects. 
In close co-operation with the studies 
section, it will engage in the synthesis of the 
theoretical results of research, and colla- 
borate in their practical application and 
diffusion. 

The section has adjudged it desirable to 
continue the publication of the directory 
called “ Directory of Building Research and 
Development Organisations in Europe.” It 
will place a new edition of this directo 
before the next General Assembly of 
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International Council for Building Research, 
Studies and Documentation in 1956. When 
the directory is revised, the section hopes io 
be able to broaden the basis of its informa- 
tion so as to include non-European organi- 
sations other than those in the United States. 


The section has decided to begin prepar- 
ing certain critical studies on the state cf 
building research. It has, for example, 
decided to examine the following items: 


(a) transport and handling of materia! 
on the site; 


(b) building methods when heavy com- 
ponents are used; 


(c) construction of frameworks with 
smaller amounts of wood. 

In spite of existing financial difficulties in 
arranging the exchange of staff in Europe 
between one institute and another, the sec- 
tion has decided to study the possibilities of 
financing such exchanges, particularly by 
means of fellowships obtainable through the 
various technical assistance programmes. 


Co-operation in Special Fields 

As regards the problem of co-operation ‘n 
certain special fields, the section, without 
adopting too rigorous a procedure for the 
organisation of the work and the approval 
of joint study, decided to proceed as follows: 
countries represented in the section, when 
undertaking joint studies, inform the section 
secretariat accordingly, outlining briefly the 
problem they are studying and the work they 
propose to do. The representative of one 
of the countries must act as rapporteur for 
research work undertaken and promise to 
submit periodic provisional reports to the 
section on the state of the work. Countries 
anxious to undertake research work in a 
special field and unaware whether the ques- 
tion is of sufficient interest may ask for in- 
formation from the section secretariat, which 
will assemble the data required for a decision 
on that point, if it has not already got them. 
The section committee may, if necessary, ex- 
press an opinion. The section itself will in 
no way concern itself with the progress of 
the work undertaken jointly, except to pro- 
vide an opportunity for exchanges ef view 
and, by its very existence, to widen the scope 
of the practical work. 


Two concrete proposals were made: (i) 
the first for research on the construction and 
strength of flat terrace roofs. This question 
has already been widely studied, in Sweden, 
Norway and the United Kingdom, and it 
would undoubtedly be best to make use of 
the work carried out in these countries as the 
basis for a joint study in which other coun- 
tries would co-operate; (ii) the second for 
research into heat losses in buildings. This 
question has been studied for many years in 
a large number of countries, and it has re- 
cently been realised that co-operation on an 
international scale in certain fields of such 
research would undoubtedly bring about 
economies and make the data collected by 
the different countries more comparable. 
Informal exchanges of view have already 
taken place on this subject and should per- 
mit a programme of work to be drawn up; 
these conversations took place mainly in a 
group presided over by Mr. van Zuilen, in 
which Austria, Denmark, France, Western 
Germany, the Netherlands and Switzerland 
were represented. 


Finally, the section will eonsider for the 
future the organisation of seminars in 
different countries belonging to the Inter- 
ional Council, 
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SCIENCE AND INDUSTRIAL 
PRACTICE 


Where the Plastics Industry Stands 


N his inaugural address on “ Reinforced 
Plastics — Public Invention and the 
Introduction of RAF _ Techniques to 
Industry,” at the opening of the British 


Plastics Exhibition and Convention at 
Olympia recently, LorpD HALSBURY drew 
attention to four basic problems with 


which he had been impressed as a result 
of his connection with the National 
Research Development Corporation. These 
problems related to what was sometimes 
called “the development gap” and the 
alleged slowness of British industry in intro- 
ducing the results of science into current 
industrial practice. The four problems were: 
the modernising of backward industry; the 
provision of capital for the exploitation by 
modern industry of its own advances; the 
provision of an adequate and integrated 
liaison service between the public labora- 
tories, the universities and industry; and the 
solution of various vicious circles which 
tended to arise in connection with the use 
of new materials, the user being willing to 
experiment with them only on the assump- 
tion that he could buy them, and the supplier 
being willing to manufacture them only on 
the assumption that he could sell them. 

It was clear, he said, that the plastics 
industry was itself a modern industry and, 
therefore, there could be no question of 
modernising it. It was, however, necessary 
to use the word “ modern ” in a rather broad 
sense in this connection and to remember 
that the word could be applied to a product, 
a method of manufacture, or the social and 
economic conditions under which it was 
manufactured. In this connection it appeared 
that the attitude of material suppliers in the 
plastics industry had not yet caught up with 
that of the light alloy trades from the stand- 
point of standardising materials to specifica- 
tions. The existence of many thousands of 
formulae for plastics was somewhat of a 
danger, as it laid suppliers open to the 
temptations of secretiveness. This was, how- 
ever, a danger which needed watching rather 
than a problem which needed solving. 

Shortage of capital affected the whole of 
British industry at the moment and the 
incidence of this was probably heaviest on 
the trades which supply basic raw materials, 
especially where these were of a novel 
character requiring capital in large blocks of 
multiple millions. Only very slow progress 
had been made since the war in catching up 
on the variety of materials available to the 
American plastics industry. Underlying 
much of this was an irritating shortage of 
acetylene, the problem of increasing produc- 
tion being that of allocating a very large 
tonnage of coal equivalent as heat or power 
for the expansion of plant. 


Reinforced Plastics 


The problem of the vicious circle could 
be well illustrated with reference to the very 
interesting new techniques, developed by 
the Royal Aircraft Establishment at Farn- 
borough in collaboration with other jndus- 
trial firms, related to reinforced plastics. 

These had originally been developed jn 
connection with the manufacture of plastic 
aircraft and, so far as their introduction to 
the aircraft industry was concerned, this 
was a matter for the Ministry of Supply. 
The same techniques, however, had probably 
many fields of application waiting for them 
in civilian industry. If full advantage was 
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to be taken of these potentialities, they , 
large number of people would have to gho, 
initiative simultaneously: manufacturers ¢ 
fillers, of binding resins and of mouldiny 
plant, together with designers and users why 
might perhaps incorporate them jn » 
assembly. A failure by any one of th 
parties concerned would tend to hamstrig 
any initiative shown by the others. It wa. 
therefore, necessary to carry conviction qj 
along the line and this illustrated the four) 
problem: the need for adequate _ligis 
between the public laboratory and th 
general industry. It was not the functio. 
of the Royal Aircraft Establishment to coach 
civilian industry in the use of these ney 
techniques, as they were fully occupied in 
exploiting them within the framework of 
the aero industry. The British Plastics 
Federation had very wisely set up a con- 
mittee to consider the matter and this would 
provide liaison at the industrial end. Th 
National Research Development Corpon- 
tion was currently proposing to set up. 
small training centre adjacent to Fam- 
borough in order to cover the liaison at the 
laboratory end, and it was hoped that this 
would provide a useful service for industry 


SHEFFIELD ARCHITECTS AND 
SURVEYORS 


Annual Meeting 


EGRET that it had not been found 
possible to have held an open compet 
tion for the College of Commerce and Tech- 
nology to be erected in Pond-street, Sheffield, 
was expressed by the Council of the Shel: 
field, South Yorkshire and District Society 
of Architects and Surveyors in correspon- 
dence with the Town Clerk and the Director 
of Education. This was stated in the annua 
report of the Society presented at its annual 
general meeting on July 1. Other matters 
dealt with by the Council included the ques 
tion of the revision of fees for State-aided 
Housing Schemes as well as the regulations 
governing admission of students to evening 
classes at Sheffield University. 
Although the Council did not have to dea 
with as many important matters as in t 
previous year and it had not been necessar 
to hold so many meetings, among the ques 
tions dealt with was whether the Architects 
Registration Act was adequate to preven 
unauthorised and unregistered persons from 
practising architecture. It was considered 
that this question should be settled by th 
RIBA rather than by individual Allied 
Societies. The membership of the Society 
showed an increase from 169 to 203. Its soci 
activities again included a golf mecting * 
Thrybergh and a supper at the George Hote. 
Nathersage, on November 7, 1952, whit 
was not very well supported. On Decembe! 
3 last, a successful dance was held # 
Brincliffe Hall. The annual dinner and dance 
was again held at the Royal Victoria Hote’ 
on February 26, 1953, and was attended by 
some 260 members and guests, who wer 
received by the President of the Society. 
Mr. S. Elden Minns, and Mrs. Minns, ané 
also by the President of the RIBA, M™ 
Howard Robertson, MC, ARA, and M®. 
Robertson. 
Arrangements were being made for th 
first of the Travelling Exhibitions organised 
by the RIBA, “ The Architect and You, © 
visit Sheffield in March, 1954. 


Builders Beat MoW at Golf 

Playing at Porters Park on July 15. the 
LMBA Golfing Society beat the Ministry © 
Works GS by 64 matches to 54. 
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THE BUILDER 





Fig. 1.—Crane used during the trials at Norwich. 


HOUSE-BUILDING WITH A TOWER CRANE 


2.—Mechanical Plant Used at Norwich 
By K. G. H. FRYER, MIMechE, and J. F. EDEN, BSc(Eng), AMIMechE 


(Crown Copyright Reserved) 


AN article in The Builder last week 
*™ described the experiment at Norwich 
in which a_ rail-mounted tower crane 
was used to aid the building of terraced 
houses and gave operational results which 


showed a large reduction in labour 
expenditure, together with appreciable 
saving in cost. In the present report 


the equipment which was used during this 
experiment is described in more detail, 
together with information on its mechanical 
performance. 

The crane used in the experiment was 
Selected some time ago as being of a type 
and size which, among those available at 
the time, most nearly fulfilled a specifica- 
tion which was prepared as the result of 
a study and analysis of the problem of hand- 
ling materials on house-building sites. It is 
typical of Continental cranes of this type 
which are extensively used in Germany, 
Switzerland and France, but is no longer 
identical with any current model. 


GENERAL PARTICULARS 

_ The crane is electrically driven, requir- 
ing a source of supply at 440 volts 3 phase. 
The peak consumption is of the order of 
7+ KW, with a normal consumption of 
about 3 KW. Motions are powered by 
independent reversible slip ring motors, 
controlled by external resistances and drum- 
Switches in the cabin. In addition, a slower 
hoisting speed, normally only used when 
lifting loads over half a ton with the jib 
elevated, is provided by means of a sliding 
pinion in the hoist gear train operated by 
flexible cables rising to the cabin. The 
hoist motor js fitted with the normal auto- 
matic clectro-mechanical brake, and an 
additional foot-operated brake is provided. 
Further details are given in Table 1, and 
4 view of the machine in Fig, 1. 

, _ means is provided for luffing the jib 
Nder load, the angle of the jib being varied 


TABLE 


Hook load, cwt. 


110 cwt.) 15 cwt. | 22 cwt. 


1.—PARTICULARS OF CRANE 
USED AT NORWICH 








Radius in ft. }39.4 | 246 | 13.1 

Max. hook height, ft. | 42.6 | 65.6 | 72.2 

Hoistingspeed,ft./min.| 102 64 64 
Track gauge 6 ft. 6} ins. 
Wheel base ae 6 ft. 6} ins. 
Weight unballasted 4} tons 
Weight with ballast 13} tons 
Slewing speed a nas 1.3 r.p.m. 
Travelling speed ... we 88 ft./min. 
Min. radius of curved track 120 ft. 








Fig. 2.—The turntable. 
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by raising it with the hoist rope and adjust- 
ing the length of the jib tie at the rear of 
the mast, an operation which takes about 
five minutes. The crane jis normally opera- 
ted with the jib horizontal and, in order to 
place the load in any given position, the 
driver must travel the crane along the track. 


While the stability of the crane was found 
not to be greatly affected by small differ- 
ences of level in the track, nevertheless it 
is necessary to have a properly laid and 
level track. Sloping or irregular track, 
besides overloading the travelling motor 
and making operation difficult, particularly 
in a wind, introduces dangers through the 
possibility of derailing and also of attain- 
ing higher travelling speeds than are safe, 
particularly when entering curves. The 
point loads on the rails when the crane is 
working may be as high as 10 or 12 tons, 
and when the track is laid on soft or built-up 
ground, it is important that the track should 
be heavy enough to spread the loads over 
an area of ground sufficient to avoid local 
subsidence. A lightweight rail track made 
up of 35-lb./yd. rail bolted to 5-in. square 
sleepers at 2-ft. centres which was originally 
laid at Norwich for the pilot run gave 
continual trouble, needing two men con- 
Stantly at work to keep it in good con- 
dition. It also caused trouble with the 
travelling motor. This track was replaced 
by one made of 60-lb./yd. rail spiked to 
10-in. by S-in. sleepers at 2-ft. 6-in. centres 
which proved entirely satisfactory. 


The ability of the crane to take curves 
was very limited, the minimum radius being 
of the order of 120 ft. with a greased rail 
of head width 1} in. Curves had to be 
accurately bent and laid. Because of this 
difficulty, the turntable, shown in Fig. 2, 
was developed. It is constructed in two 
frames, each of which can be split in half 
for transport on the road. The top frame, 
carrying the moving rails, eight 10-in. 
diameter wheels and four side rollers, 
weighs 144 cwt. and can be lifted in one 
piece with the crane jib elevated. The 
bottom frame, weighing 74 cwt., is a 35-Ib./ 
yd. rail bent in a circle and welded to an 
annular plate 9 in. by 2 in., which rests on 
the ground. Connections between the turn- 
table and the stationary track were made 
with telescopic bridge pieces (see Fig. 3), the 
use of which avoided the necessity for 
extreme accuracy of position or the special 
shaping of the ends of the stationary rails. 
This turntable was found to be very effec- 
tive, and with one man assisting the driver, 
involved a loss of crane time of about 74 
minutes per pass. 





Fig. 3.—Adjustable bridging piece for con~ 
necting rails to turntable. 
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TRANSPORT AND ERECTION 


The approximate time of some prepara- 
tory operations are given in Table 2:— 


TABLE 2.—DETAILS OF LABOUR EXPENDI 
TURE ON PREPARATORY OPERATIONS 





Approx. time 
Man-hours 





Lift and relay track including 
ground preparation (flat site); 
per ft. of length ... ea a 

Unload and erect crane ... Deed 

Partially dismantle crane, tow 
100 yds. on road wheels and 
re-erect on track ie ae 35 

Move turntable with the aid of | 
crane ais a ee 


Item | 
| 
| 


4 


“- 





When the crane is dismantled for transport 
on the road the heaviest unit is the base, 
which weighs 2 ton 15 cwt. The hoisting 
winch may be turned by hand to pull this 
up a ramp on to a 3-ton lorry. The mast 
is carried in one piece and the jib in two. 
For movement about the site, pneumatic- 
tyred wheels, without brakes, are provided 
for attaching to the base. When the mast 
is lowered and the jib and ballast taken off, 
the base and mast may be towed by a lorry 
as shown in Fig. 4. 


To erect the crane, the base is slid off the 
lorry on to its rails and loaded with its 
ballast. The mast and jib are laid out along 
the rail track. The bottom of the mast is 
next lifted about six feet to its fulcrum on 
the base, and the fulcrum pin engaged. A 
jury jib is next attached to the base of the 
mast and the hoist rope reeved in such a 
way that the mast can be raised by turning 
the hoist winch by hand. When the mast 
is clear of the ground the jib is attached and 
when it is upright, with the jib hanging 
vertically, the last operation is to reeve the 
hoist rope in its working position, raise the 
jib and fix the jib tie to the base. 


Power Supply. There appears to be no 
reason why mains supply should not be 
available for the crane in all normal circum- 
stances, but officials of the British Electricity 
Authority stress the necessity for consulta- 
tion and planning at a very early stage in 
the development if the high costs associated 
with long temporary cables or portable 
generators are to be avoided. This is illus- 
trated by experience at Norwich, where 
power for the first trial was provided by a 
mobile 15 KVA generator because suffici- 
ently early arrangement for the installation 
of mains supply could not be made. Power 
for the crane provided by this means was 


Left : Fig. 4.—Crane on road wheels for transport about site. Right : 
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assessed at 2s, per hour for fuel and main- 
tenance only, whereas during the second 
trial, for which the mains were laid in ad- 
vance, the total cost of power for the crane, 
which seldom consumed more than 24 units 
per day, did not exceed Is. per hour, in- 
cluding the whole cost of the temporary 
installation. 

Stability. Strength and stability tests and 
investigations carried out by the Building 
Research Station showed that the structure 
of the crane was adequately strong, and the 
stability margin under working conditions 
(85 per cent. overload on the hook) was 
higher than required in most British crane 
specifications. Some doubts were, however. 
raised about the stability of the machine if 
left unattended in winds over 80 mph with 
the jib fully elevated; the hoist rope was 
found to be overloaded by British Standards, 
and in certain respects the electrical equip- 
ment and machinery guards did not comply 
with British requirements. 

Before the trials at Norwich, therefore, 
a number of small alterations were made, 
and British agents were advised, so that 
future models could be similarly modified. 
In addition, an approved type of overload 
warning device was fitted and approximately 
three tons of additional ballast were disposed 
centrally to improve the stability under wind- 
loading and this had the effect of increasing 
the margin of working stability to 100 per 
cent. The necessity for taking this step, 
it is only fair to state, is somewhat in doubt 
owing to lack of knowledge of the effects of 
high speed gusts on a structure of this type. 
The Station is indebted to the Associated 
Insurance Offices Technical Committee and 
to HM Factory Department for advice and 
assistance given during these preliminary 
investigations. 

Operation of the crane. The operation of 
this crane requires no greater skill on the 
part of the driver than that required to 
operate other cranes of a similar type. The 
driver is in an excellent position for seeing 
the load in any position, and the sensitivity 
of the controls makes him quickly proficient, 
all three motions being operated at once as 
a matter of course. 

The importance of proper mechanical and 
electrical maintenance cannot be over- 
emphasised. Electric motors and control 
gear are not, however, common objects on 
building sites and crane manufacturers would 
be well advised to give detailed and com- 
plete instructions as to maintenance. During 
the course of the two trials at Norwich 
two electrical breakdowns occurred: one in- 
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volved a burnt-out travelling motor and both 
were eventually traced to dirty or loose con. 
tacts in the drum controllers. It is probabk 
that both of these troubles would have been 
avoided if the necessity for regular inspec. 
tion and cleaning of these contacts at fre- 
quent intervals had been realised. Such 
routine attention is well within the power 
of the driver if he is taught, but it is pro- 
bably also advisable to arrange for an elec- 
trician to carry out an inspection and to test 
insulation, earth resistance, and the load on 
each phase of each motor, about once per 
month. 


While the original electrical equipment 
on the crane might be criticised on the score 
of the amount of maintenance required, the 
time lost through breakdowns was only 18 
hours during the first trial and eight during 
the second, covering the building in all of 
46 houses. Moreover, part of this loss was 
due to trouble with the hoist rope. The 
German rope fitted to the crane was of a 
flexible non-spinning type very cammon on 
the Continent and is claimed to have 
special advantages. Damage occurred to 
the rope and to a new British one of similar 
construction at a point where the second 
layer was formed on the drum. The cause 
of the trouble was never adequately 
explained, but did not recur after fitting a 
British rope of normal construction with a 
ball-bearing swivel hook; this rope was 
shorter, thus eliminating a second layer op 
the drum. 


Apart from these troubles the crane 
worked very satisfactorily. During _ the 
second trial, when 32 houses were built, the 
crane worked for 722 hours over a period of 
84 days; an additional 78 hours were spent 
on maintenance. During this time, some 
3,500 tons of material were lifted. 


HANDLING MATERIALS 


Handling  bricks—After trials of a 
number of different arrangements, _ the 
device illustrated in Fig. 5 was used for 
handling bricks during the second trial at 
Norwich. Bricks were delivered in the 
normal way and unloaded by hand to main 
stacks. Two hundred timber pallets were 
used, on which the bricks were stacked by 
hand, 160 per load, as work proceeded. The 
time involved in stacking in this way was 
5 man-minutes per 100, the bricks being 
stacked on edge. If stacked flat 25 per cent. 
extra time is required for this operation. 


During the second trial, studies made of 
the crane in use showed that the average 


Fig. 5.—Brick cage and stillage. 
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Fig. 6. 


Special mortar container being 


filled from the skip. 


time for placing these loads on the scaffold 
was two minutes, or 4.8 minutes per ton of 
bricks. 

While the equipment fulfilled its purpose, 
it is clear that it did not provide a complete 
solution as each brick had to be handled 
twice before the crane could be used. The 
two stacking operations involved = an 
expenditure of Jabour of 100 man-minutes 
per 1,000 bricks, or 37 man-minutes per 
ton. As there are about 60 tons of bricks 
in a typical house, these figures indicate that 
a further saving of up to 35 man-hours per 
house might be made if an_ entirely 
mechanical method of handling the bricks 
were evolved. It is probable that any such 
method involving the delivery of bricks on 
pallets, like those used at Norwich, would 
be impracticable owing to the number of 
pallets required. Further, as it is advisable 
to accumulate a Jarge stock of bricks on the 
site before building operations commence, 
it is clear that the crane might not always 
be available for unloading the lorries. This 
problem is at present being investigated. 


Handling mortar—The handling of mor- 
lar presents special problems. The extent 
‘0 which stock can be accumulated on the 
scaffold in advance is limited by the brick- 
layers’ requirements before “setting ” 
occurs, unless a lime mortar is used. With, 
os 20 bricklayers at work, 20 to 40 cubic 
‘eet Of mortar may be consumed per hour, 
while the capacity of the mortar-boards 
would not be greater than 20 cubic feet. 
This temporary storage capacity may be 
increased. without reducing the working 
area of the scaffold platform, by the use of 
‘e special mortar containers, holding three 
cubic leet (Fig. 6), which may be placed at 
intervals round the scaffold. Such devices 
are useful in extending the time during 
which the bricklayers can work without 
attention from the crane. 


The skip shown in Fig. 7, which was 


spec lly developed for the purpose, proved 
effective in delivering mortar in controlled 
quantities ‘either to normal mortar-boards 
ond iy special containers. The steep sides 
a J" doors ensure an even discharge 


cut-off, and the fact that it is 


THE BUILDER 





Fig. 7.—Skip as employed for mortar or 
concrete 


filled while lying on its back avoids the 
necessity for elevating the mixer or digging 
a hole. This skip was also used effectively 
for concrete. Its capacity is seven cubic 
feet and studies showed that the average 
time taken to fill and deliver the contents 
to normal mortar-boards was 5.3 minutes. 
Thus mortar was handled at the rate of 
approximately a ion per 14 minutes. 

Handling Prefabricated Components. Pre- 
cast lintols, door hoods, and slabs for the 
passage roofs were lifted with the scissor 
claws shown in Fig. 8. These were designed 
to lift and place accurately a wide range of 
such units including those of asymetrical 
section, which could be levelled by adjusting 
the lifting chains on the tube which sup- 
ported them. 

Chimney stacks above eaves level were 
built in sections three feet high on the 
ground, the first course being laid on sand. 
These units were lifted and placed with the 
sling shown in Fig. 9. This procedure, while 
making no great economies in bricklaying 
time, reduced the amount of scaffolding re- 
quired for this operation, and reduced the 
time of building by allowing the tilers to 
start work earlier than would otherwise have 
been possible. 

Studies showed that the average time re- 
quired to bed the four units of the chimney 
stack in position was 19 minutes, with two 
bricklayers in attendance, the crane driver 
and one slinger on the ground. 


EFFICIENCY OF HANDLING 
OPERATIONS 


For the greater part of the time during 
the production run the crane was lifting 
about two-thirds of. the maximum weight 
which it was capable of handling. It does 
not follow that it is either possible or advan- 
tageous to increase this figure. Certain lifts, 
for example, lintols and roof timbers, will 
always be under capacity by weight, and 
there are limitations to the amount of mate- 
rials that can be consumed in a given time. 

It is clear, however, that the efficiency of 
some handling operations, particularly that 
of delivering mortar, might well be im- 
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Fig. 8.—Scissor grab for precast concrete 
units. 


proved. During the trial when serving 
bricklayers, 60 per cent. of the crane time 
was expended in handling mortar, or about 
double the time required if the mortar were 
handled as quickly as the bricks. By doubling 
the capacity of the normal mortar-board, it 
should be possible nearly to halve the time 
spent in delivering mortar, making the crane 
capable of taking on about 20 per cent. more 
work without affecting the efficiency of its 
servicing operations. The question remains 
as to whether this extra work could be found. 
If not, it would argue that a smaller machine 
could be used with equal efficiency. 


It has been suggested in the earlier article 
that rail-mounted tower cranes of the type 
used at Norwich, while restricted to reason- 
ably flat sites, could be utilised with effici- 
ency on about a third of the housing sites 
in this country. For building houses on 
sloping sites, and on small sites, a crane with 
similar characteristics but which is not con- 
fined to working on the level, and which 
could be transported more easily, would 
have considerable advantages. 

*," This article describes work which has been 
carried out as part of the research programme of the 


Building Research Board, and is published by permis- 
sion of the Director of Building Research. 





Fig. 9.—Sling for lifting chimney stack 
units. 

















































































IN PARLIAMENT 
Valuation for Rating Bill 
N the House of Lords on July 14 Lorp 
. Mancrort moved the second reading of 
the Valuation for Rating Bill. He said that 
it had been argued that the Bill was only a 
piece of new patchwork and that something 
more drastic ought to have been done to the 
whole rating system, but a general revalu- 
ation was in progress. Little more remained 
to be done except to complete the valuation 
of dwelling houses. The results of central 
valuation would probably be pretty drastic, 
but no one could see clearly what the posi- 
tion would be until the whole revaluation 
had been carried out. The problem was 
simply to find a workable method of valuing 
houses if the general revaluation was not to 
be delayed until the Greek Kalends. If an 
entirely new system of valuing houses was 
to be devised it would mean starting the re- 
valuation all over again. No one had offered 
a better suggestion than the Government’s 
proposal. Rating valuation was only a de- 
vice for sharing the rate burdens: what was 
important was to see that people’s assess- 
ments compared reasonably with their neigh- 
bours. That was what the Government were 
trying to ensure in this Bill. 
In the subsequent debate Lorp SILKIN 
said that the Bill had been criticised by 
almost everyone who was informed on this 
subject. It had had a bad technical Press. 
The Bill was read a second time, as was 
also the New Towns Bill. 

On the same day the Accommodation 
Agencies Act was given the Royal Assent. 
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Housing Programme Limitations 


On July 14, in the House of Commons, 
Mr. BLENKINSOP asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government why he had 
authorised the Newcastle upon Tyne council 
to commence building only 420 houses 
during the next six months in place of 700 
for which permission was sought. 

Mr. SWINGLER asked the Minister to what 
extent he was now compelled to curb the ex- 
pansion of the housing programme owing to 
shortage of bricks. 

Mr. KENNETH ‘THOMPSON asked the 
Minister what steps he was taking to main- 
tain the housing programme at 300,000 
houses a year. 

Mr. MarpLes, who replied, said there 
had been no cut in the programme. They 
were now building houses at the rate of 
about 300,000 a year. The bricks and cement 
available for housing would not support a 
programme at more than that rate. They 
must, of course, allocate building materials 
including bricks and cement for other essen- 
tial needs such as factories, schools, etc. 
They were, therefore, steadying the pro- 
gramme at its present high level by matching 
the number of houses starting with the bricks 
and cement available. Too many starts 
would mean too few completions because 
the bricks and cement would not go round. 
Individual local authorities who had noi been 
given immediate approval for all the tenders 
they would like should remember two things. 
First, the rate of house-building in Britain 
had increased by half since they took office. 
Second, the action they were taking would 
help every local authority to finish the houses 
they were now building by avoiding delays 
on sites, and ensure that their programme 
would run smoothly on into 1954. They 
would build many more houses to let this 
year than ever before. Side by side with 
this, they expected to see more houses built 
r owner occupiers. The Government felt 
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that it was only right that people who wished 
to put their own money into building a house 
should be able to do so. 


Cement or Softwood 


On July 14 Mr. Hurp asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government if he 
would give an estimate of the saving in the 
use of cement which would be effected by 
making softwood freely available for house 
building. 

Mr. MarPLES said that the saving on a 
house could be about 10 cwt. 


Improvement Grants 


On July 14 Mr. BLeNnxKinsop asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what action he proposed to take to secure 
a greater use of the improvement grant pro- 
visions of the 1949 Housing Act. 

Mr. Marptes said that the Minister be- 
lieved that the provisions needed to be given 
greater publicity, but he was deferring action 
until he had been able to consider sug- 
gestions he had received that the provisions 
themselves also needed improvement. 


Housing Repairs 

On July 14 Mr. HARGREAVES asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
how many local authorities, since the passage 
of the Housing Act, 1952, had applied for 
permission to reduce or suspend the annual 
contribution to the housing repairs account. 

Mr. MarPLEs said that the numbers were 
33 and 13 respectively. 


Requisitioned Houses 

On July 14 SiR WALDRON SMITHERS asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment how many houses in Britain were still 
held by his Department under requisitioning 
powers; and what was the cost to the Ex- 
chequer in consequence. 

Mr. Marples said at May 31 last the 
estimated number of houses so held in 
England and Wales was 77,473. The cost 
to the Exchequer for the financial year was 
estimated at rather less than £5m. 

SiR WALDRON SMITHERS’ asked the 
Minister if he would further circularise local 
authorities to release forthwith all requisi- 
tioned dwellings, in view of the slow progress 
so far achieved. 

Mr. MarPLEs replied in the negative. The 
Minister was now considering the second In- 
terim Report submitted by the Working 
Party. 


Plane Trees in the Mall 


On July 14 Viscount HINCHINGBROOKE 
asked the Minister of Works what plans had 
been made for an avenue of fully-grown 
plane trees in the Mall. 

Sik Davin Ecctes said that the planes in 
the Mall were too closely planted to permit 
full growth. There should ultimately be 
only one row on each side by the road. The 
trees which were not to be kept would be 
pruned so as to let the others grow naturally, 
and removed when they could not be pruned 
further. He did not expect any trees to be 
removed for some years yet. 


A Lansbury Memorial 


On July 14 Mr. Locan asked the Minister 
of Works if he would make a statement 
about the memorial to the late George 
Lansbury which his department proposed to 
erect at the Lido in Hyde Park. 

Sir Davip Ecc es said that his predeces- 
sor conceived the idea, which would 
commend itself to both sides of the 
House, of commemorating the happy and 
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distinguished association of the late Mr 
Lansbury as First Commissioner of Works 
with improvements to the Royal Parks ang 
especially with the Hyde Park Lido. Accord. 
ingly, Mr. H. Wilson Parker, FRBS, had 
been commissioned to design a plaque jn 
bronze containing a relief of Mr. Lansbury’s 
head and an appropriate inscription. The 
plaque was now nearly ready and would be 
fixed to the wall of the Lido Pavilion facing 
the Serpentine. The leader of the Opposi- 
tion has agreed to unveil it at a ceremony 
to be held at 11 a.m. on Thursday, July 30, 
in the presence of members of Mr. Lans- 
bury’s family. 


The Queen’s Beasts 


On July 14 Mr. IAN WINTERBOTTOM asked 
the Minister of Works if he had yet decided 
to preserve the Queen’s Beasts; and where 
he would place them. 


Sik Davip Eccles said that the Queen's 
Beasts would be preserved and he was 
arranging for them to be removed tempor- 
arily to the Great Hall at Hampton Court. 
He was considering further where they could 
find a permanent home. 


Amenity Buildings 

On July 14 Mr. BoaRDMAN asked the 
Minister of Works whether in view of the 
applications which had accrued for licences 
for amenity buildings to meet the social needs 
of the people in various parts of the country, 
he would now consider some measure of re- 
laxation of the ban imposed on this type 
of building. 

SiR Davip Eccies said that the current 
Control of Building Operations Order ex- 
pired at the end of this year. Before he 
made a further Order all aspects of building 
control would be carefully reviewed. 


Development Value 


On July 14 MR. THORNTON-KEMSLEY 
asked the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
whether, in view of the heavy and frequently 
abortive expenditure incurred in connection 
with claims for loss of development value 
under Part VI of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, he would instruct the 
Commissioners of Inland Revenue to treat 
such expenditure either as an expense which 
may be deducted from profits before tax 
ation, or as part of a management expenses 
claim. 

Mr. BUTLER replied in the negative. He 
was advised that expenditure in connection 
with a claim under the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, for compensation [oF 
the loss of development value of land held 
as a fixed asset was not admissible as a d 
duction in computing profits or as an eX 
pense of management for taxation purposes. 


Rebuilding of Barracks 


On July 14 Mr. Driperc asked the 
Secretary of State for War if he was aware 
of the obsolete and unsuitable character o 
Combermere and Victoria Barracks, 
Windsor; how soon he expected to be able 
to authorise the rebuilding or substantial 
modernisation of these barracks; and what 
the approximate cost of such works would 
be. i 

Mr. Heap said he well knew the stale 
of these barracks. Plans for rebuilding 
Combermere had been prepared and 
hoped that work would start towards the 
end of this year. 

Mr. DriperG further asked if he Ww 
aware of the obsolete and unsuitad 
character of many of the buildings # 
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Catterick Camp; and what steps he was 
taking to improve them. 

Mr. HeaD said he was. The War Office 
were going to build four new barrack blocks 
at Catterick, starting in November, and he 
hoped progress would continue. 


Schoo! Building Plans 


On July 16 Mr. SwWINGLer asked the 
Minister of Education to what extent she 
was now able to give an accurate estimate 
of school building requirements in the next 
three years. 

Miss HorSBRUGH said that the need for 
additional school places depended on many 
factors besides the increase in the number 
of children, and she did not, therefore. con- 
sider it practicable to give an accurate esti- 
mate of requirements for three years ahead. 
Building works in progress and included in 
programmes which had been, or were about 
to be, announced to local education authori- 
ties were likely to provide rather more than 
600,000 new places over the three years 1954 
to 1956, 

Mr. SWINGLER asked the Minister whether 
she had now replied in detail to the Select 
Committee on Estimates on the subject of 
their recommendations about the school 
ouilding programme, and in what terms, 


Miss HorsBRUGH said she had, but it was 
for the Committee to deal with the publica- 
tion of the reply. 

Mr. SWINGLER asked how far education 
authorities were now experiencing difficulty 
in securing an adequate supply of building 
materials for the school building pro- 
gramme; and what action she was taking 
to prevent a slowing down in the building 
programme because of shortages of 
materials. 


Miss HorssruGH said a number of 
authorities were finding difficulty in getting 
bricks delivered in the quantities and at the 
times required. Her Department had been 
able to give immediate assistance in some 
cases, but the best ways to prevent such 
difficulties arising were by an increase in 
brick production, which the Minister of 
Works confidently expected, and by the 
greater use of non-traditional methods of 
construction. 


Mr. JAMES JOHNSON asked how many 
secondary schools were begun building in 
1952-53, and how many were planned to 
begin in 1953-54. 

Miss HorseruGH said that during the 12 
months ended March 31, 1953, work on 148 
new secondary schools was started. Work 
on another 39 started in April and May, and 
the programme of work to be started by 
March 31, 1954, included a further 201 new 
secondary schools. 


Sea Defences 


On July 9 Mr. BRAINE and BRIGADIER 
Mep.icotr asked the Minister of Agricul- 
ture to make a statement about the pro- 
gress of work on the restoration and 
strengthening of flood and sea defences. 

Sim THoMas DuGDALe said that in view 
of the considerable progress that has been 
achieved to date; he could say with con- 
fidence that the immediate task would be 
achieved and that restoration to pre-flood 
standard would be substantially completed 
by September 30. By that time improve- 
ment works designed to withstand a tide as 
severe as that which occurred on January 
31 would be very well advanced in all 
important areas, including Canvey Island 
and the Norfolk coast. 
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THE: COUNTY OF 
LONDON PLAN 


Town and Country Planning 
Association’s Criticism 
(GZIVING evidence on behalf of the Town 

and Country Planning Association at 
the Inquiry on the County of London Plan, 
recently, Mr. F. J. Osporn, FRIBA, 
chairman of the Executive, said that his 
Association was wholeheartedly in support 
of the line of thought in the Plan and of 
the principles of the action it proposed. Their 
main criticism was of the planning standards 
that had been adopted in it, which they con- 
sidered could not prove satisfactory as a 
long-term or ultimate aim. Of course, they 
recognised that the standards for redevelop- 
ment must be to some extent a compromise, 
but they submitted that the compromise pro- 
posed was drawn at too low a point. 
“We consider that the amount of dis- 
persal of people and industry proposed in 
the Plan would be insufficient to solve the 
essential problem, which is to make the 
county pleasantly habitable for all classes 
of citizens, efficient as a centre of commerce 
and industry, and comfortably free in traffic 
movement,” said Mr. Osborne. 


“If the 20-year programme were opera- 
ted on the standards proposed, with a reduc- 
tion of the present population by 380,000 
to 3,150,000, it would still leave London 
with vast areas of housing (including the 
new housing) at too high a density to satisfy 
normal and varied family requirements, with 
too little public open space, and with con- 
tinued transport overloading, traffic conges- 
tion and lack of parking space. 

“ The housing areas proposed to be zoned 
at 200, 136 and 100 persons an acre are too 
extensive. . . . No figures are given in the 
Plan of the residential areas included in 
these three zones, but it appears that the 
population ultimately to be housed in them 
must be of the order of 2m., of which 75 
per cent. would have to be housed in flats. 


““We submit that the Plan should provide 
for some proportion of dwellings at con- 
siderably lower densities to satisfy the wide 
variations in personal demands. Otherwise 
large and valuable sections of the popula- 
tion will be forced out of the county, Jeaving 
an excess of the non- family and lower- 
income groups, or of those whose pattern 
of life is not centred on the home. 


“The open space proposals in the Plan 
seem to us seriously inadequate, since in 
many boroughs they provide only for an 
ultimate standard of 24 acres per thousand 
population. . . . We consider that it is a 
mistake to depart from the 1943 Plan com- 
promise target of 4 acres a 1,000 in the 
county plus 3 acres a 1,000 elsewhere. 


The area zoned for industry and business, 
on the other hand, showed no reduction on 
present use,” said Mr. Osborne, “ though the 
first necessity of London planning, as the 
Plan repeatedly stated, was the dispersal of 
factories and offices. 
difficulty in imposing a reduction of floor- 
space on private developers when redevelop- 
ment occurred, they felt that such a policy, 
judiciously applied, was indispensable to the 
deconcentration of London. Equally neces- 
sary was a positive policy for the moving 
out of some of the industrial and business 
establishments now operating in London, and 
for the prevention of the re-occupation by 
other firms of the premises vacated by dis- 
persal and perhaps by other business changes. 


Admitting the great, 
















































It seemed important also that factory and 
office extensions should be subject to 
location consent. 

“We would emphasise the great urgency 
of accelerating the speed of dispersal,” Mr. 
Osborne continued. “Unfortunately, there 
are many symptoms that this great Plan 
still contemplates retaining too much popu- 
lation in London. It is most regrettable that 
a pleasant open area on Campden Hill, in 
a crowded borough with an open-space 
deficiency . . . should be threatened first with 
high density housing development and Jater 
with the siting of a large school. Also that 
at Roehampton multi-storey flats at 100 an 
acre are to be built. Also that in working- 
class districts like Stepney and Bermondsey 
housing has to be contemplated at 136 per- 
sons an acre (nearly all flats) where 100 an 
acre. would be just tolerable. Also that 
charming park-like residential areas in such 
places as Hampstead and Blackheath have 
to be scheduled to give way to further 
stretches of terrace housing. 

“But it is futile to protest against such 
local and individual symptoms of over- 
population unless the major policy of dis- 
persal is at the same time supported. People 
will not consent to live at excessive density 
in one part of London to preserve glorious 
surroundings for people in another part.” 

They considered that to deal with it 
adequately necessitated a combined opera- 
tion by the Government together with all 
the planning and development authorities of 
Greater London. “Such a task can only 
be undertaken with complete effectiveness 
by a regional planning body looking at 
Greater London as a whole. We think it 
is indispensable that the Government should 
set up such a body, to deal with the broader 
questions of the quantum of relocation of 
industry and population and the scale and 
standards of development in all parts of the 
region and to co-ordinate the planning of 
main communications and services.” 

On the financial aspect, Mr. Osborne said 
that the cost of housing in new and expanded 
towns, assuming the production of the same | 
number of dwellings over the region as a “ee 
whole, would be very substantially less than 
the cost of rehousing so large a 1 
of the people of the county in flats. What 
was at issue was essentially not a larger capi- 
tal expenditure, but a differently distributed & 
capital expenditure, with some excesses and 
some savings. If, for example, the ultimate 
target population for the county were set mee 
at 23m. instead of 3}m., the area available ow 
for houses and open spaces within the @ 
county would be somewhat increased, and my. 
the average housing density would be 
reduced from something like 100 At 
an acre to something like 75-80 persons an | 
acre. Within a measurable period the ‘3 
majority of people in the county could have 
the sort of houses in which they would be i) 
glad to remain permanently. The shorten-§ 
ing of the average journey to work, the 
relief of traffic and transport congestion, # 
and the increased space per head for industry 947 
and business, would add greatly to them 
economic efficiency of London. , 





Housing Density Increased 

By reducing the original plans, partict 
larly with regard to grass verges fronting the 
houses, an additional 500 houses will be buil 
on the Woodchurch Estate at Birkenhead 
making a total of 3,000 instead of the 00 
planned originally. Mr. T. A. Brittai 
FRIBA, Borough Architect, devised the ne 
plans. - 


LMBA 
Half-yearly Report 


DPURING the year difficulties have been 
met in regard to shortages of certain 
materials, states the London Master Builders 
Association in its interim report, which was 
presented at the half-yearly general meeting 
of the Association held in London yesterday. 
The shortage of cement and sheet glass 
and one or two other materials, the report 
continues, arose largely from the disastrous 
East Coast floods at the beginning of the 
year, and, generally speaking, that situation 
now seems to be easing. Shortage of bricks, 
however, remains a very serious problem 
indeed, and discussions with the Ministry 
and with the brick producers and suppliers 
have so far failed to find a solution. Brick 
production has increased substantially and 
is still increasing, and it is hoped that the 
practical demonstration and further promise 
of greater freedom to the industry will prove 
to be a spur to even further efforts. The 
brick-producing industry must naturally have 
taken some time to recover from the effects 
of the war and the frequent changes in build- 
ing policy in the post-war years, but the 
industry’s experience in regard to steel should 
give hope that, given time, the brick situa- 
tion too will right itself. The National 
Federation has made strenuous representa- 
tions in the matter of timber and, whilst 
taking into account the shortage of hard 
currency, strong recommendations have been 
made for the removal of softwood consump- 
tion licensing. These recommendations have 
been supported by all the parties which 
have been examining the structure and 
efficiency of building operations. 















The report includes comments on a 
number of other subjects, including the 
following :— 


Training for Management.—Further con- 
sideration has been given to the urgent need 
for an overall scheme of administrative and 
managerial training in the London region, 
and it is hoped that a workable scheme 
based upon the examinations of the Institute 
of Builders or the National Diplomas, and 
incorporating a simple form of registration 
. of students, will be evolved in the reasonably 
near future. 
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; Bs q Forms of Contract.—The Association have 
:@, 7 Fe2) continued their efforts to persuade local 
‘#52 829 authorities and other public bodies to use 
2% 'y (ete: the RIBA Standard Form of Contract with- 
78. out amendment, but progress in this direction 

« t has been retarded because the Association 
Spa “ of Municipal Corporations have been in 


‘, course of preparing their own form of con- 
\ tract. The LMBA is fully supporting the 
’ National Federation in all steps to be taken 
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to safeguard the interests of members 
: “F regarding conditions of contract generally. 
1. “: Success has been achieved in resolving a 
ate number of difficulties where local authorities 
he. and others sought to impose onerous 


conditions. 

British Productivity Council——The British 
Productivity Council, representing jointly 
oh management and workers in every type of 
aif industrial activity, have arranged for the 
\. “2. setting up of district productivity committees, 
he “2c _) which will operate throughout the country, 
r +” and will, it is hoped, by means of full repre- 
== sentation of all local interests concerned, 
Nts) promote the British Productivity Council’s 
ats objective to improve the economic position 


ri . “S32 of the country by stimulating productivity 
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.» by every possible means. 
\ Accidents—Considerable attention has 
ed to the subject of accidents 
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in the building industry. There has recently 
been set up a London Building and Engineer- 
ing Contractors’ Accident Prevention Group 
and membership of this group has been 
taken up by many members. The Associa- 
tion is represented at monthly meetings of 
the group, and support to it is strongly 
recommended. In the meantime the Associa- 
tion is in consultation with the Royal Society 
for the Prevention of Accidents with a view 
to agreeing the best methods by which further 
steps can be taken in this most important 
matter, which, besides being a fundamental 
human problem. is one which vitally affects 
efficiency and costs in the industry. 


Technical Information Service.—The Tech- 
nical Information Service has continued to 
operate very satisfactorily, and numerous 
inquiries have continued to come to the 
Technical Information Officer at a steady 
rate. The third in the series of Technical 
Information Bulletins, entitled “Problems 
Arising from Dampness,” was published 
early in the year, and the fourth, which will 
deal with decorating problems, will be pub- 
lished during July. 


General Foremanship. —- The London 
Regional Foremanship Training Liaison 
Committee for the building industry, set up 
in 1951 at the request of the Regional 
Advisory Council for Higher Technological 
Education, have met to consider the arrange- 
ments for foremanship training courscs in 
the coming academic session. In the light 
of the experience gained over the last two 
years, certain revisions and modifications 
have been suggested in the courses to be 
offered and in the arrangements for recruit- 
ment. These suggestions have been passed 
to the Regional Advisory Council for 
approval, and it is hoped that the courses 
to be run in the coming year will be well 
supported. It is of the greatest importance 
that employers shall do everything to en- 
courage their foremen and potential foremen 
to attend these courses. 


Building Exhibition—The Silver Jubilee 
Building Exhibition opens at Olympia ‘on 
November 18 next. As on the last occasion, 
the Association has made arrangements for a 
club, the membership of which will be open 
to all members of the National Federation. 
Details will be notified to members in due 
course. 

Membership.—During the first six months 
of the year 20 new members have been 
elected to membership, and at June 30 mem- 
bership stood as follows: Ordinary mem- 
bers, 1,518; associate members. 135; honorary 
members, 6; making a total of 1,659. There 
were 166 information service subscribers. 


Felsted Boys Visit Building Site 


AT THE INVITATION of the LMBA, some 16 
boys from Felsted School, with their 
careers master, Mr. R. Q. Drayson, visited 
a building site in Stockwell-road, Brixton, 
last week, where the Unit Construction Com- 
pany is building 18 blocks of five-storey flats 
for the LCC. 

The boys were received by Mr. C. P. 
Morley, a director of the company, and 
after a brief explanatory talk toured the 
site and buildings for some two hours. 
Special features of interest in it are the 
tower crane, which enables materials to be 
hoisted to the men at work as the building 
grows, a mono-rail, which supplies materials 
to the men mechanically, and a central 
boiler, which will heat all the blocks of flats 
when they are completed. 

Over tea Mr. Laurence HoLioway, chair- 
man of the LMBA education committee, who, 
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with the president, the director and My 
K. H. Bird, represented the LMBA, gave , 
talk on the opportunities in the building 
industry for public schoolboys and answered 
questions. He said that for public school. 
boys who took the trouble to qualify, either 
through universities—Manchester and Cyr. 
diff now had excellent building courses— 
through the technical schools, of which there 
were many, or through pupil] apprenticeship, 
which many building firms now organised, 
the building industry offered very consider. 
able attractions. There were large numbers 
of good jobs in it waiting to be filled. 

The purpose of the visit, which was the 
eighth or ninth of its kind, is to interest 
public schoolboys in the attractions of the 
building industry as a career. 


TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Clock 6 in. Too High Above Ground: 
Appeal Upheld 


A COUNTY planning committee recently 

ordered that a public clock which 
hangs outside Mr. Frank Moll’s com 
merchant’s shop in the village of Freethorpe, 
Norfolk, must come down because, said the 
committee, it had been hung 6 in. too high 
from the ground. 

The clock was presented te Mr. Moll by a 
firm of millers and has their initials upon it. 
So the planning committee decided that it 
came under the advertisement regulations 
for the Norfolk Broads area and should, 
therefore, have been placed not more than 
12 ft. from the ground. Mr. Moll appealed 
against this ruling to the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, who has now 
allowed the appeal with the result that the 
clock, which is the only public one in the 
village, can stay where it is. 


Minister Refuses to Confirm LCC Com- 
pulsory Purchase Order 


A PUBLIC INQUIRY was recently held by 4 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
Inspector into an application by the Londen 
County Council for confirmation of a com- 
pulsory purchase order in respect of about 
eight acres of land adjoining Holland Park. 
Addison-road, and Abbotsbury-road, Ken- 
sington, W8, on which the Council pro- 
posed to carry out a scheme of municipal 
flat development. 

It is now announced that the Minister has 
refused to confirm the order. The Jand is 
the site of eight derelict tennis courts, and 
is owned by the Earl.of Ilchester. on whom 
the compulsory purchase order was served. 
Lord Iichester, with residents of the district 
and officials acting for Kensington Borough 
Council, objected to the order at the inquiry. 
The objection was based on the grounds 
that “it was not desirable to build council 
houses or flats among some of the best resi- 
dential property in London.” The Town 
Clerk of Kensington said that the housing 
committee had recommended that the site 
should be kept as an open space. Failing 
that, they had no objection to a private 
housing scheme by Lord Ilchester. 

«*» The comments of Mr. Reginald Stamp, chair- 
man of the LCC’s Housing Committee, on this 
decision are given on the next page. 


Work of Dr. Barnardo’s Homes 

During June, Dr. Batnardo’s Homes 
admitted 112 boys and girls j . 
and protacti fe Oe en aap eae 
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AUBTW NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE 
Presidential Address 

MPHE building workers’ recent unsuccessful 
claim for a wage increase was referred 
to by Mr. Harry WEAVER in his presidential 
address to the 26th National Delegate 
Conference of the Amalgamated Union of 
Building Trade Workers which has been 
taking place at Llandudno this week. 

“There can be no escaping the con- 
clusion,” he said, “ that our wage claim has 
been seriously affected by the continued 
operation of incentive schemes. We know 
that this method of wage payment, which so 
far has been allowed to drift along uncon- 
trolled, and which permits of negotiations 
by individuals at job level, and which has no 
recognised principles or rules governing its 
operation, has undermined industrial and 
trade union discipline to the point where our 
wage structure—patiently built up during 
the last half-century—is being seriously 
undermined. Either incentives must go 
altogether or they must be rigidly controlled 
from national level downwards.” 

A number of subjects were covered by 
Mr. Weaver in his address and the follow- 
ing are extracts from it: 

We are seriously disturbed by the refusal 
on the part of a section of employers to 
carry out the apprenticeship agreement, 
resulting in the existence of a large numbez 
of unindentured learners in our industry. 
Apart from the apparent inability of the 
national employers’ association to control 
their members, this position puts thousands 
of lads in grave difficulty, People who take 
the profits from the industry must be com- 
pelled to assume their full responsibilities 
in connection with the recruitment, training 
and education of new personnel. It is a 
deplorable fact that due to these backward 
employers hundreds of youths are in danger 
of being called for military service before 
having completed their trade training. 

We welcome the Labour Party’s demand 
for a balanced building programme; but our 
experience since the war has convinced us 
that public ownership of the building indus- 
try is both practicable and essential to the 
life of the community. 

Monoplies and price rings in the building 
materials supply industry have demonstrated 
their damaging effect to the interests of the 
community by creating shortages and 
increasing costs. 

High on the list of things to which we 

must give greater attention is research into 
methods and publicity and propaganda on 
the need for public ownership of the building 
industry. 
_ It appears to me only fair that if progress 
is tO continue we must ask our members to 
pay a little more in contributions in order to 
Provide the funds for essential research and 
Publicity work. We need thousands of 
Pounds more to ensure the proper education 
of young trade unionists. Money spent in 
this way would be a good investment if it 
resulted in a steady flow of efficient branch 
officers and officials, and above all resulted 
‘ more of our people securing election to 
local authorities and in Parliament. . Public 
bodies are still, and will remain, the best 
medium for serving the interests of ‘he 
People as far as building is concerned. 


Incentive Bonuses Condemned 


Against the view of their executive, 
: a at the conference on Monday 
alled for the abolition of incentive bonus 


THE BUILDER 


s 


payments. They rejected by 28 votes to 23 
a Cannock resolution urging the introduc- 
tion of a national standard of bonus pay- 
ments for all classes of work, and carried 
an Edinburgh amendment which declared 
that the continued operation of incentive 
bonus payments had proved “the greatest 
single factor in undermining the basic prin- 
ciples of our union, thereby causing wide- 
spread dissension among our members and 
producing a deplorably low standard of 
craftsmanship within the industry.” 

For the executive council, the secretary, 
Mr. G. H. LowrTuian, said it would be 
impossible to obtain an increase in basic 
rates of pay comparable with the amounts 
now received by way of bonus. It was 
the considered opinion of the executive that 
incentive payments were established as part 
and parcel of industrial agreements. 


Resolutions 


The following were among the resolutions 
_—. were put to the Conference during the 
week: 

“That this Conference expresses deep 
concern at the manner in which the wages 
question has been dealt with and demands 
that a better leadership be displayed in 
future.”—Newcastle (Staffs) branch. 

“ That this Conference requests the Execu- 
tive Council to forward a demand for a wage 
increase of Is. per hour to meet the repeated 
increase in the cost of living, being of the 
opinion that the cuts in food subsidies and 
the increases in rearmament expenditure can 
only bring about further increases in the 
cost of living and a reduction in our living 
standards.”—-Camberwell (1) branch. 

“That this Conference demands that all 
extra payments be increased to make them 
proportionate to present day wage rates.”— 
Shoreham and Portslade branch. 

“That this Conference presses for a six 
monthly review of the Sliding Scale Agree- 
ment instead of the present yearly review.” 
—Swindon branch. 

“That this Conference expresses concern 
at the widespread growth of piecework and 
labeur-only sub-contracting in the building 
industry and recognises that such practices 
are a grave menace to our organisation, 
working conditions and standard of crafts- 
manship.”—Oxford branch. 

“ That this Conference still considers the 
need for a 44-hour guaranteed week of vital 
importance to our trades and considers the 
comparatively low intake of apprentice 
bricklayers to a great extent to be an intima- 
tion of the need for such a guaranteed 
week.”—Castleford branch. 

“That this Conference expresses dissatis- 
faction at the second week of the annual 
holiday being granted at a time other than 
the summer period and urges the Executive 
Council to go forward again for an annual 
holiday of two weeks to be taken during the 
summer months.”—Leslie branch. 

“ That this Conference demands that Ex- 
ecutive Council pursue a policy of one grade 
of pay for the whole country.”—Stevenage 
L/S branch. 

“That this Conference demands that the 
Divisional Secretary, in consultation with 
the Divisional Council, shall have the right 
to declare a strike official or otherwise.”— 
Woolwich branch. 

“That this Conference feels that a Com- 
mittee should be set up to deal with the 
question of the nationalisation of the build- 
ing industry.”—Newcastle (Staffs) branch. 

“ That this Conference requests the em- 
ployers to cover tools lost by fire or theft 
by taking out the appropriate insurance, and 
failing this the Executive Council to give 


consideration to the institution of an insur- 
ance scheme by calling for a small contribu- 
tion by the members.”—Guisborough branch. 

“ That this Conference requests the Execu- 
tive Council to press forward a claim for 
travelling time to be paid both ways where 
daily travelling is five miles or over.”— 
Rushden branch. 

“That this Conference views with alarm 
the extent to which our Stewards have been 
victimised by the Employers and urges that 
the Executive Council takes urgent action 
on every occasion that victimisation takes 
place in the future.”—-Stevenage branch. 

“ That this Conference urges the Executive 
Council to approach all members affiliated 
to the NFBTO with a view to creating one 
Union for all building operatives.”—-Can- 
nock branch. 

“ That this Conference views with dismay 
the adverse activities of the Communist mem- 
bers in our ranks and calls upon the Execu- 
tive Council to ban forthwith all Communists 
from holding office.”—-Edinburgh (2) branch. 


LONDON COUNTY 
COUNCIL 
Secondary Schools 


| reply to Mrs. Margery Thornton on 
July 14, Mr. McKinnon Woop, chair- 
man of the Education Committee, said that 
the probable number of secondary schools 
likely on present estimates to be built within 
the next five years was 45 (including two 
already open), but until the size of future 
programmes was known it was not possible 
to say how many would be built in the next 
10 years. The total acreage of land required 
for building these schools was 263 
(compared with a minimum of 292 re- 
quired by the Minister’s regulations). Of 
the 263 acres, only about 248 would be 
developed for school purposes, until occu- 
pied properties on parts of the sites could 
be demolished. Thirty-three sites were fully 
acquired, six partially acquired, and the 
total acreage of the acquired land was 219. 
Mrs. THORNTON then asked what were the 
statutory rehousing obligations as at present 
known and estimated and Mr. MCKINNON 
Woop said that 651 persons would be dis- 
placed from 11 sites which were being ac- 
quired under powers of compulsory pur- 
chase. The statutory rehousing obligations 
would not be known until the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government decided 
whether a rehousing scheme must be made 
under Section 137 of the Housing Act, 1936, 
in respect of any of the projects. 


Abbotsbury-road Site 


Replying to Mrs. Olive M. Wilson on July 
14, Mr. REGINALD STAMP, chairman of the 
Housing Committee, said that the refusal of 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment to confirm the Council’s compulsory 
purchase order in respect of Abbotsbury- 
road site, Kensington, would result in the 
loss of some 240 dwellings. As the site 
was clear there would have been no re- 
housing problem and a reasonably early 
start would have been possible. 

The refusal was ail the more disappointing 
in view of the almost negligible amount of 
land that had been obtained by the Council 
for the erection of housing in this part of 
London and especially when it was remem- 


bered that the Council had made available . 


to the public a large open space in the imme- 
diate vicinity at considerable cost and since 
the war rehoused at least 1,846 families from 
Kensington. 
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CANADIAN DEVELOPMENT 


British Constructional Firms to the roof, which is aluminium, in the el 
: lands and to ship them across the Atlantic 
Participate P 


for assembly on site. The erection of steel 
How the post-war development of jndustrial and commercial buildings is also 
Canada is expected to provide a wide planned. Specially insulated ffor the 
range of constructional opportunities is Canadian climate, these Dutch stee] houses 
reflected to some extent in reports received could be of any size based on a two-foot 
from the Dominion in recent months of the module for interior partitions. A Canadian 
number of European construction firms, firm is at present taking preliminary charge 
many of them British, which plan to partici- of this project until the contemplated sub- 
pate in this activity (writes J. Grindrod). sidiary is set up. 
Latterly, there has been a relaxing of the ane i . 
restriction on the movement of capital from Visit by Scottish Mission 
Great Britain to Canada and this has helped Possipitimes of expanding Canadian 
the flow of investment westward across the markets for products of Scottish industries, 
Atlantic to Canada. Such capital is repre- particularly those engaged in heavy engineer- 
sentative of a number of industries including jing are to be investigated by a mission 
that of construction and building. _.. sponsored by the Scottish Council (Develop- 
One of the oldest and largest of British ment and Industry). Its efforts will occupy 
firms in this field recently to establish a about a month and will be concerned with 
branch Organisation in Canada is Sir Robert increasing opportunities in Manitoba. 
McAlpine and Sons, Ltd., which specialise in Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British 
heavy engineering and concrete techniques. Columbia. 
President of the firm's Canadian subsidiary, Sjp ALEXANDER McCoLL, a member of 
whose head office will be at Montreal and the council’s committee in London, will be 
management office at Toronto, will be Mr the leader. He summarised the objects of 
Malcolm McAlpine. : the mission at a Press conference on July 15. 
As well as having authority to transfert They were, he said, to assess unsatisfied 
equipment to the value of $1im. from over- needs in the Canadian provinces to be 
seas as required, the company also has an visited for goods that could be supplied 
allocation of dollars for purchases in Canada. directly from Scotland or by the establish- 
While there will be a nucleus of British ment in western Canada of branch factories; 
management and technical personnel, to report what demand existed or could be 
McAlpines will train Canadians as far as created for particular products; and to 
possible. i _ advise what action was required to obtain 
Also in the constructional engineering the greatest volume of sales either by direct 
field, Sir Alexander Gibb and Partners are exports or the establishment of subsidiarv 
extending their sphere of work to Canada, organisations in Canada. 
where an office has been opened at Toronto. Mr. R. P. BOweER, commercial counsellor 
Already having offices overseas in India, at the office in London of the High Com- 
Iran, New Zealand and with interests in missioner for Canada, welcomed the project 
Africa, this firm will now seek consulting and spoke of a feeling among Canadians 
work within a wide range of civil engineer- that the problem of the United Kingdom’s 
ing and will hope to participate in the con- dollar gap could best be solved by an 
siderable amount of development which is expansionist trade policy rather than by 
likely to take place in the Dominion. Asso- reductions of imports. The best way not to 
ciated with the firm will be Mr. J. M. sell goods in Canada, he said, was to tell 
Wardle, a retired director of the special pro- Canadians that they must buy from Britain 
jects branch of the federal Department of because it was in their interest to do so. 
Resources and Development, Ottawa. His If his warning were heeded he thought that 
headquarters will be at Ottawa. the mission would encounter no difficulties. 
During the last three months, at least The mission will consist of two engineers, 
three European firms have been reported as Sir Alexander McColl and Mr. H. Gardner. 
interested in house construction in Canada. Mr. J. Gibson Kerr will be the secretary, 
Trusteel Corporation (Canada), Ltd., has and the members will be joined in Canada 
been formed as a subsidiary of the British by Mr. R. B. McColl, a member of the 
company, Trusteel Universal, Ltd., and has council’s committee in New York and a 
already begun to erect houses at Don Mills. prominent American industrialist. 


Toronto, on the pinned steel mortise and i . ons 
tenon framework principle. As well as Canadian National Exhibition 
FOR THE FIRST TIME since the war there 


having a considerable building programme 
in = eons Trustee! are also working will be an official British Government 
ms engl aod : participation in the Canadian National 
pies ompany, olding Canadian and Exhibition, which is to be held in Toronto 
2S Tights to a Swiss prefabricated construc- from August 28 to September 12, next. 
onl — no B. Acheson, Ltd., plan to The first Canadian National Exhibition 
we area apy ae for the purpose was held in 1879 and there has been one 
ae ucing system in the western every year since then. Claimed to be the 
isphere. Instead of prefabricating the world’s largest annual exhibition, it repre- 
exterior shell of the house as in most other sents the products of agriculture and 
— = method, which has been used industry of Canada from the Atlantic to the 
in Switzerland, France, and Belgium, con- Pacific coast; there is also a pavilion where 
centrates on the prefabrication of the British goods are shown. The exhibition 
ee of _ house, which, it is claimed. covers an area of 350 acres, the floor display 
_ rome per cent, as against 30 per space alone taking up 2}m. square feet. The 
hn ¢ exterior, of the whole construc- annual hotness is in the region of 24m.; 
. . ; more than twice the population of ter 
oe 5 er et take factory-made Toronto. In addition > its main ak: of 
resent. gee ha ¢ Dutch firm N. V. displaying Canada’s produce, the Canadian 
at 8 Mi) Polynorm. For the time National Exhibition has many other inter- 
. at any rate this firm intends to make esting features including an art gallery, an 
ouses, which are all-steel, apart from amusement park, motor car displays and 
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horse and dog shows. The exhibition. which 
this year has a Commonwealth theme, wilj 
be opened by Viscount Montgomery. 

The British display called “From 
Britain,” will comprise a selection of cop- 
temporary products of United Kingdom 
manufacturers. It will be housed in ap 
exhibition stand 70 ft. Jong and 28 ft. wide, 
and will take the form of a central hal} 
bounded by displays which face on to aisles 
running round the perimeter of the stand, 

The United Kingdom exhibit is spon- 
sored by the Board of Trade, and the items 
have been selected by the Council of 
Industrial Design, the British Vogue Export 
Book and the Colour, Design and Style 
Centre of the Cotton Board. 


UNTAXED OVERTIME 
False PAYE Returns 


At the Birmingham Assizes recently, 

Joseph -Arthur Fox, of Wentworth 
Park-avenue, Harbourne, Birmingham, 
pleaded guilty to seven charges of making 
false returns under the PAYE system on 
workmen’s wages. He asked for nine other 
similar offences to be taken into considera- 
tion, and admitted three charges of embezzle- 
ment. 

Mr. J. Ross, for the Crown, said Fox had 
been employed since 1914 by A. Seers and 
Sons, Ltd., painters and decorators, of Broad- 
street, Birmingham, and latterly had been 
internal manager, with responsibility for the 
accounts. 

It had been found impossible to get com- 
plete records for the first four years of the 
frauds, from 1944 to 1949, but some of the 
workmen had received their wages tax-free. 
although Fox, apparently, got nothing him- 
self. He had said that he did it by paying 
overtime without deducting any tax in order 
to keep the workmen happy. 

Mr. Ross added that embezzlement 
apparently occurred between 1949 and 1952. 
Fox had said that he overstated the wages 
of some of the men in the wages book, and 
converted the difference between this figure 
and the actual figure to his own use. It was 
impossible to assess the exact loss to the 
Inland Revenue over the whole period, but It 
was believed to be about £1,662. 

Detective-Inspector R. Hinson said Fox 
was a man of good character, and towards 
the sum of £1,184 16s. 6d. he had admitted 
embezzling he had repaid the firm £573 14s. 

Mr. Colin Coley, defending, said that for 
the first few years Fox got no financial gail 
from his frauds. “ What started this unfor 
tunate affair was the question of overtime t 
the workmen,” said Mr. Coley. “The meo 
were objecting strongly to paying tax 0? 
overtime and that started it. He received 00 
financial benefit until 1948 when, I admit, the 
picture is a different one.” 

Mr. Justice Sellars said that the serious 
thing about “this dishonest and fraudulent 
conduct” was that it meant that some 6 
workmen employed by this firm had paid Jess 
tax than they should have done. 

“They must have known it was being dont 
by false returns and, therefore, a large nul 
ber of people have become involved in 4 
deliberate fraud against the Revenue,” 
the Judge. 

Sentencing Fox to eighteen months '™. 
prisonment, the Judge said he was concerne 
whether it was appropriate for the Court @ 
take into consideration the three chargé 
embezzlement which Fox had mento® 
but after hearing defending counsel say ‘ht 
Fox wanted to make a clean start again, they 
would be taken into account. 
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STATE HOUSING IN NEW 
ZEALAND 


Tenants Given the Option of Purchase 


“INCE it was formed in 1936 the New 
* Zealand Government Department of 
Housing Construction, using the services of 
private contractors, has built about 40,000 
State homes. The scheme was introduced 
to remedy a prolonged housing shortage and 
to provide modern attractive homes at low 
rentals. The New Zealand Government 
Office in London has issued the following 
description of the scheme. 

For the first 14 years all State house resi- 
dents rented their homes, paying from 17s. 6d. 
to 35s. weekly. The present National 
Government, however, aims at having as 
many people as possible owning their homes, 
and to further this aim it has made it 
possible for State tenants to purchase the 
homes they occupy. To date, more than 
7,000 homes have been sold since the first 
disposal was effected in November, 1950. 
Over the whole Dominion an average of one 
in every five State rental houses has been sold 
to tenants. The total sale price is over 
£14,500,000, and the profit about £705,000. 
There have been some outright purchases of 
houses, but in the main they have been 
bought under terms ranging upward from a 
minimum deposit of 5 per cent. of the value 
of property, with payment of the principal 
over a long period of years. 

State rental houses are sold at a price usu- 
ally above the original cost of construction, 
but generally less than the current price of 
a similar type of privately-owned house sold 
on the open market. Although rentals were 
fixed uniformly for each type of State house, 
irrespective of locality, quality or value, 
these factors are taken into consideration 
when tenants are buying their houses, and 
each house is valued separately to fix the 
sale price. 


Government Loans 


State tenants who buy their houses qualify 
for a ten per cent. Government suspensory 
loan, provided that the value of the home, 
excluding the building plot, does not exceed 
£2,250. After the home has been occupied 
by the owner for a period of seven years the 
loan may be cancelled, but where the owner, 
before the seven years expires, ceases to live 
permanently in the house, or sells it, the sus- 
pensory loan becomes payable, carrying in- 
terest until repaid. After seven years’ occu- 
pation the owner may dispose of the house 
as he wishes, but before that time he must 
first offer the property to the Crown, at the 
Price paid less depreciation and plus the value 
of subsequent improvements. 


The present Government is continuing to 
build State houses to provide rented accom- 
modation for people with low incomes— 


2,700 a year is the aim for the next two 
years, 


Although the Government encourages its 
tenants to buy the houses they occupy, pur- 
chase is not compulsory. Tenants are still 
accepted. as long as their annual income does 
hot exceed £600. Rentals for houses built 
Since 1950 range from 25s. to £2 12s. 6d.; but 
tenants who have occupied State houses 
since before 1950 still pay at the old rate. 

State housing settlements are laid out on 
modern town-planning principles. There is 
Seterous Provision of reserves and playing 
rors aa main roads are routed to divert 
on whim the residential areas. The plots 

Which the houses are built are large— 


" THE BUILDER 


average frontages are 53 feet, and minimum 
boundaries five feet from the house on one 
side, and nine feet on the other. The typical 
State house has a lawn and flower beds in 
front and a vegetable garden at the back, 
tending home gardens being the spare-time 
hobby of most New Zealanders. Indeed, 
one of the conditions of tenancy is that the 
tenant shall keep the grounds in order. 


The houses themselves are situated to take 
maximum advantage of sunshine. Materials 
used are wood, concrete, brick, concrete 
derivatives and asbestos board. Roofs are 
of tiles, asbestos board or aluminium. Basic 
plans are used, but variety is achieved in 
external design by the choice of different wall 
sheathings and roof materials, colour, and 
different positions of porches and windows. 


State houses vary in size from dwellings 
designed to accommodate an elderly couple 
(wash-house, kitchen, bed sitting-room, bath- 
room) to those for large families (wash- 
house, kitchen, living-room, bathroom, four 
bedrooms). In addition to  single-unit 
houses, the State has built large blocks of 
flats, containing up to 117 dwellings. Pen- 
sioners’ flats and cottages have also been 
erected. These include, for each unit, living- 
room, kitchen, bathroom and bedroom, with 
grouped laundry and tool-storage facilities, 
but individual gardens. 


Kitchens have electricity, and have plenty 
of cupboards. Kitchen, bathroom and wash- 
house are supplied with hot water. There 
are numerous built-in wardrobes, linen and 
drying cupboards. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
‘Copper Control Goes 


THE MINISTER OF Supply, Mr. Duncan 
Sandys, has made an order to come into 
operation on August 5, revoking the Copper, 
Lead and Zinc Distribution Orders. 


The effect of this order is that when the 
London Metal Exchange resumes dealings 
in copper next month, licences will no longer 
be required for the purchase of any form 
of copper. 


The order, “ The Copper, Lead and Zinc 
Distribution (Revocation) Order, 1953 (SI 
1953 No. 1082)” is on sale at HMSO. 


Import arrangements have been announced 
by the Board of Trade in Notice to Importers 
No. 575, dated July 15. 








CONCRETE 
HOUSES 


“Concrete Houses and Small Garages,” by 
Albert Lakeman, L.R.1.B.A., describes the 
methods by which Concrete Houses and 
Bungalows have been built at low cost, using 
precast units that can be handled by one man 
and that can be made on the site or purchased, 
and by simple methods of in-situ construction. 
Plans, elevations, and working drawings of 
five types of Houses and Bungalows specially 
designed for erection in concrete either singly, 
in pairs, or in groups. Complete construc- 
tional details, working drawings, and bills of 
quantities are given so that the houses can be 
built without further assistance. 
150 pages, 108 illustrations. 
Price 8s. 6d. By post 9s. 2d. 
CONCRETE PUBLICATIONS LTD. 


Specialists in Books on Concrete 


14 Dartmouth St., London, S.W.1 
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SOIL-CEMENT ROADS 
Use on Housing Estates 


IN Circular No. 42/53, the Minister of 

Housing and Local Government draws 
the attention of housing authorities to Road 
Note No. 15, issued by the Road Research 
Laboratory, entitled “ Specifications for the 
Construction of Housing Estate Roads using 
Soil /Cement.” 

The methods described are the result of 
both theoretical and practical work over 
the last twenty years in this country and 
abroad, and can be regarded as having 
passed the experimental stage. They are 
already in use by several local authorities 
for the construction of Housing Estate 
roads and have been used by Government 
Departments for various Service establish- 
ments. ‘ 

The authorities which have tried these 
methods have found them, in general, 
cheaper than standard road construction 
practice—to an extent significant in the cal- 
culation of house rents. In the mix-in-place 
method, aggregate does not have to be 
excavated and brought to the site and the 
equivalent volume of soil does not have to 
be carted alsewhere. The amount of cement 
used is about half that required for the same 
thickness of mass concrete road slab. 

The ban on the use of cement for road 
works in general still stands (see Circular 
No. 74/52 “Economy in the Use of 
Cement”). However, because of the poten- 
tialities of the methods described and the 
need to get further experience of their use 
in this country, the Minister would be pre- 
pared, through his Principal Regional 
Officers, to approve a limited number of 
schemes involving the use of “ soil /cement.” 

The appropriate method, and even the 
possibility of using the method at all, will 
depend on the type of soil to be stabilised. 
Any local authority proposing to use soil/ 
cement stabilisation should obtain compe- 
tent advice. A first essential is an analysis 
and test of the soil. Highway authorities 
may be willing to arrange for this work to 
be carried out in their laboratories, where 
these exist: otherwise a housing authority 
can use one of the laboratories listed in an 
appendix to the circular. 

The Prinicipal Regional Officer would be 
pleased to arrange for an officer to visit any 
interested housing authority to explain the 
possibilities of soil stabilisation in relation 
to the conditions existing on the authority’s 
site. 





“New Tradition ” Houses on View 


An exhibition has been held by per- 
mission of the London County Council 
at their estate at Boreham Wood of the 
“Reema” system of “new traditional” 
house construction. Visitors have been able 
to inspect a site of 50 “ Reema” houses 
now under construction by the firm of 
Walker (Tooting), Ltd., for the LCC in pairs 
and in blocks of four, six and eight, and 
the houses have been seen in all stages of 
construction up to and including completion. 
“Reema” construction is the trade name 
applied to a system of building which uses 
hollow precast concrete wall units which 
have no steel reinforcement. The units are 
composed of two skins, an outer and an 
inner, joined by a vertical web which spans 
the 64-in. cavity between them. The outer 
skin is 14 in. thick and the’ inner skin is 
made up of 1 in. of concrete with 4 of 


insulating board on the internal face. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kuwait Development Post 

Mr. F. H. Hesp, of Leeds, is to relinquish 
his post as clerk of works with Basildon 
Development Corporatien, Essex, and will 
fly on August 17 to the Persian Gulf, where 
he will act as agent and contract supervisor 
with the Kuwait Development Corporation. 


Use of Timber 


As a guide for those responsible for the 
use of timber generally, the Kiln Owners’ 
Association, 15, New Bridge-street, EC4, has 
issued a comprehensive chart entitled “ The 
Intelligent Use df Timber,” which shows the 
moisture contents of timber for various 


purposes. 


Tax Tables 


A booklet entitled “Whillans’s Tax 
Tables and Tax Reckoner, 1953-54” has 
been published by Butterworth and Co. 
(Publishers), Ltd. This gives much useful 
guidance on various aspects of taxation in 
the form of tables for quick reference and 
is printed on stiff card. The price for single 
copies is 5s. with reduced prices for bulk 
orders on application to the publishers. 


Golf Meeting 


Members and guests of the Federation of 
Master Builders’ Golfing Society met for 
their Summer and Coronation Meeting at 
Moor Park Golf Club on July 7. Two 
additional trophies were played for on this 
occasion, one being the President’s Trophy, 
presented by Mr. F. G. C. Jackson, London 
Regional President, and the other the Corona- 
tion Trophy, presented by Mr. L. B. Venning, 
FCA, Secretary of the Federation. 


The Cost of House Construction 


“ The Cost of House Construction,” which 
isa preliminary study of measures to reduce 
housing costs and of the development of 
the building industry, has been published by 
the United Nations Economic Commission 
for Europe, Geneva. The report, extracts 
from which appeared in our issue of July 10, 
is available only from the Sales Section, 
European Office of the United Nations, 
Geneva, Switzerland; price 1s, 9d. sterling, 
1 Swiss franc, $0.25 (US). 


The Late Mr. James Walker 


The death occurred on July 21 of Mr. 
James Walker, managing director of James 
Walker (Architectural Decorations), Ltd., 
Old Oak Common-lane, East Acton. Mr. 
Walker founded the company in 1919, and 
among the work with which he has been 
concerned are much of the architectural 
ornamentation of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects in Portland-place, and 
various interior carvings at St. Paul’s Cathe- 
dral. Mr. Walker was 67 years of age. 


Prestressed Concrete 


The Proceedings of the Symposium on Pre- 
stressed Concrete Statically Indeterminate 
Structures, held in London in September, 1951, 
have now been published in one volume. 
The seven papers presented at the Symposium 
and the discussion which took place at the 
various sessions are included in the volume, 
together with a list ef members and an index 
to the contributors. Requests for the Pro- 
ceedings, accompanied by a remittance for 
25s., should be addressed to Symposium 
Proceedings, Cement and Concrete Associa- 
tion, 52, Grosvenor-gardens, SW]. 


THE BUILDER 


Official’s Retirement 


Miss A. J. Samuel, Bebington (Wirral) 
Property Manager, is to retire in September 
for health reasons. Miss Samuel went to 
Bebington 25 years ago as the first qualified 
municipal housing manager in the country. 


Electrical Qualifications 


Rules 127 setting out the arrangements 
and conditions for the award of National 
Certificates and Diplomas in Electrica] 
Engineering have been revised in consulta- 
tion with the Institution of Electrical Engin- 
eers. The revised rules come into operation 
at the beginning of the educational year 
1953-54, and copies may be obtained from 
the Stationery Office, price 4d. 


Supply of Materials 

A slight improvement in the building 
materials supply situation has been reported 
by Mr. H. Bulloch, Secretary of the North- 
West Building Trades Employers representing 
3,000 firms in Lancashire, Cheshire, North 
Wales and other northern counties. There 
has been an improvement in cement supplies, 
and builders have enough bricks to keep 
them going, but without any spare stocks. 


Police Station at Hull 


Hull Corporation are awaiting the Home 
Office’s decision regarding a supplemental 
capital allocation to commence preparatory 
work on the site of the new Hull Central 
Police Station on the north side of Queen’s- 
gardens. The services of an _ outside 
architect will be sought for the project, 
preliminary work to some extent being done 
by the Hull City Architect. It is estimated 
that a period of 12 months will elapse from 
the receipt of the Home Office’s decision 
before work can commence on the site. If 
the Home Office favour the proposal, Hull 
will be the first authority in the county to 
adopt the master plan for police station lay- 
out. First-year expenditure is estimated to 
be between £75,000 and £100,000, and 
second-year construction costs wil} be in the 
region of £100,000. 
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COAL BOARD HOUSING 
“ Poaching ” of Labour Alleged 


DONCASTER RURAL COUNCIL'S housing 
and town planning committee has recop- 
mended that full details be submitted to the 
Coal Industry Housing Association of th 
complaint of Ben Bailey, Ltd., building 
contractors, Mexborough, that labour was 
being attracted from the Council’s housing 
sites by National Coal Board house building 

The Clerk to the Council, Mr. B 
Meldrum, said he had no details of the 
complaint or the extent of the alleged 
poaching, but recalled that the managing 
director of the CIHA had previously asked 
for any such complaints which arose to bh 
forwarded. 

In an interview, Mr. Ben Bailey, principal 
of the firm, said that the drift of building 
workers to the coal industry housing sites 
was “pretty general.” He estimated that 
the eight contractors employed by the 
Council had between them lost 40 to % 
skilled workers in this way. His own fim 
had lost 14 or 15. He added it was not 
unusual for a man working on the Coal 
Board sites to earn £20 a week, and he 
knew of some cases where they had earned 
£30. 


SMOKE CHAMBER FOR 
TRAINING FIREMEN 


Essex Innovation 


Work has stzrted on a smoke chamber it 
Grays, Essex, to provide special facilities for 
training firemen in the use of breathing 
apparatus. It is reported that the smoke 
chamber wil] be the only one of its kind 
in the country; it has been designed by the 
Essex County Architect, Mr. H. Conolly, 
FRIBA. The smoke chamber will be incor- 
porated in the new fire station being buill 
at Grays at a cost of £50,000. 

Need for better training facilities was 
brought out when Essex firemen fought 4 
blaze in the Danish ship Kronprins 
Frederik, at Parkeston Quay in April ths 
year. The new smoke chamber has bees 
designed to give the firemen conditions 
similar to those they would find in a ship. 
It will have two decks, with narrow hatch 
ways and cabins, and the lower deck will b 
accessible only from above. 

The chamber will be built of brick and 
reinforced concrete, but inside will & 
movable partitions made of light metal at? 
other adjustable fittings so that the inside 
of the chamber can be changed to give th 
firemen a variety of working conditions. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. R. G. Core, director of sales with the Cart 
group of companies, has left by BOAC Comet for 8 
three months’ tour of the Far East and Australie. 


Mr. S. Currrorp Greatrix, LFS, AMIBE, > 
been appointed commercial manager to D. B. Eva 
(Wolverhampton), Ltd., Baldwin-street, Bilston. ar 
his resignation as general manager of Marbello 
Durus, Ltd., Comerete Casehardening Co., li» 
and also his directorship of Flavell & Greatrix, Li 

Econa Modern Products, Ltd., Aqua Works. Wa- 
wick-road, T y, Birmingham 11, have app? 
Mr. Lesire JouNson, Tel.: Carlton (Notts) 58989. ® 


their representative in the counties) of Derbysti® 
Lincolnshire, Leicestershire, tonshire, ed 
~ —peaeeee, Staffordshire, Warwi ire and Y 
shire. 





Architect’s Estate 


Mr. Herbert A. Welch, 49, Meadway- 
court, Garden Suburb, consulting archite 
to the Garden Suburb Trust, who died ® 
February last, aged 69 years, left £19,069 
gross, £19,398 net. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Change of Name 


Structural and Mechanical Development 
Engineers, Ltd, 2, Buckingham-avenue, 
Slough, Bucks, announce that the company 
name has been changed to SMD Engineers, 
Ltd. The telegraphic address is now Alframe, 


Slough. 


Metal Windows 


A catalogue showing the application of 
universal sections, with illustrations of 
typical installations of their “ Reliance” 
purpose-made metal windows, has been pro- 
duced by Williams and Williams, Ltd., 
Reliance Works, Victoria House, Southamp- 
ton-row, WCl. Its pages give numerous 
useful half full-size sectional details of these 
windows and typical window openings. 


Electrical Units 

A booklet giving full details of their con- 
sumers’ service units for domestic electrical 
installations has been produced by British 
Insulated Callender’s Cables, Ltd., Norfolk 
House, Norfolk-street, WC2. Insulated com- 
ponents have been introduced to increase 
the adaptability of the system, and the 
original metal-cased assemblies are retained 
in improved forms for users who prefer this 
type of construction. 


Cranes and their Components 


George W. King, Ltd., of Hitchin, Herts, 
have recently published a_ well-produced 
and strongly-bound catalogue detailing the 
wide range of cranes made by them. The 
introduction covers the whole field of crane 


design, materials, manufacture, operation 
and maintenance. It is followed by sections 
dealing in detail with various types of 


cranes and a further section on crabs, gear- 
boxes, latches, pinions, current collectors 
and other components. Copies are avail- 
able on request from the company at the 
above address. 


Rust Remover 


Among the industrial products of the 
metal finishing division of the Pyrene Co., 
Ltd., Great West-road, Brentford, Middlesex, 
is “Preperite No. 1,” a solution which is 
claimed to remove rust from iron and steel, 


also corrosion products from aluminium. It —— 


can be applied by brush or immersion, and 
used cold or warm. Other products include 
“Pultac No. 1,” a stripable material for pro- 
tecting dry walls of paint spray booths, and 
i Detac No. 1,” for denaturing overspray 
Paint in 


water-conditioned paint spray 
booths. 
Stoker for Sectional Boilers 
A chain grate stoker, the “ Oldbury 


Minor,” has recently been developed by 
Edwin Danks and Co. (Oldbury), Ltd., 
Oldbury, near Birmingham. This 16-in.-wide 
Stoker has been designed for sectional heat- 
ing boilers of either steel or cast-iron con- 
struction, in a range of }-m. to 2m. BTU 
Per hour. Its main features are claimed to 
include an ability to give full boiler output 
and smokeless combustion on poor-quality 
rough slacks; low maintenance; single motor 
drive for both fan and grate; and uniform 
distribution of radiant heat. The saving in 
heating costs on an installation upon which 
the development of the prototype was carried 


out is understood to have amounted to £2 
Per day. 
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Dover Car Ferry Terminal 


The rolling grilles used in the construction 
of the Dover Car Ferry Terminal, which was 
described and illustrated in our last issue, 
were supplied by Arthur L. Gibson and Co., 
Ltd., Radnor Works, Strawberry Vale, 
Twickenham, Middlesex. 


Loading Shovel 


To speed up the turn-round of lorries at 
the Leicestershire quarries of the Mountsorrel 
Granite Group a loading shovel, the Merton 
“overloader,” was put into use. This 
machine is fitted with a 4 cu. yd. bucket. 
The eight-wheel Foden truck was loaded 
with 13 tons of 14 in. granite chippings in 
74 mins. and 6-ton trucks were loaded in 
34 mins. The Merton “ overloader” is dis- 
tributed by Mackay Industrial Equipment, 
Ltd., of Feltham, Middlesex. 


Water Tank 


Positive accuracy of any volume between 
1} gallons and maximum capacity is claimed 
for the “Invarac” water tank, made by the 
Liner Concrete Machinery Co., Ltd., GPO 
Box No. 12, Park-road, Gateshead, 8. The 
volume required can be discharged wholly 
or by stages, and once set the tank will dis- 
charge the same volume every time. The 
tank conforms with Water Board regulations, 
and it is understood to be impossible for 
water to be sucked back into the main. 
Suitable for mains pressures up to 100 Ib., 
the “ Invarac ” tank is available in 12 gallons 
or 20 gallons capacities. 


Pipe Layer 

A recent import from the United States 
by Fred Myers Tractor and Equipment Co., 
4, Tilney-street, W1, is the Trackson MD7 
pipe layer, mounted on and powered by the 
“Caterpillar” D7 tractor. This pipe layer 
is designed to handle heavy-duty pipe 
on cross-country pipe work, and will lift, 
carry and lower. Its lifting capacities range 
from 34,200 Ib. with a 4-ft. boom overhang 
to 8,500 lb. with a 15-ft. boom overhang. 
With suitable equipment, it is claimed to be 
capable of bending pipe as well as doubling 
for other varieties of heavy lifting require- 
ments. This particular machine is under- 


stood to have been used by Costain-John 
Coryton 


Brown, Ltd.,.on_ their refinery 


project. 









ERECTED « HIRED 
You SAVE 


our way! 
RING 
Clissold 3303-5 






mOMPANY LTD 


37 SHACKLEWELL LANE, LONDON, E.8 


155 


OVERSEAS BUILDING 


(From Our Own Correspondents! 


Belgian Congo.—Work is scheduled to 
start shortly on the construction of a new 
asphalted or cement road between Bukavu 
and Uvira in the Belgian Congo, a distance 
of 130 kilometres. The project is to be 
carried out by a Belgian firm with the col- 
laboration of a Kenya firm of road builders. 
The French and Belgian authorities decided 
to authorise the modification of the land- 
ing stages at Leopoldville and Brazzaville 
to cater for a ferry for motor vehicles. 
Work is expected to commence next month 
so that the service will be put into full 
operation next year. The Sabena air com- 
pany is to undertake the work of extend- 
ing the airfield at Stanleyville. 


*British East Africa and Zanzibar.—Mr. 
H. G. Thanawalla, partner in the firm 
United Marketing Co., PO Box 579, Nairobi, 
is shortly visiting this country with the 
object of seeking agencies for UK manu- 
facturers and exporters of various goods, 
including the following: mild steel bars. 
plates, squares, steel windows, expanded 
metal, wire nails and screws, padlocks, rim- 
locks, cement, wheel barrows, matchets, 
electric bulbs, hoes, hammers, paints and 
varnishes, mirrors, corrugated iron sheets. 
sanitary ware, brass foundry, and galvan- 
ised water piping. 

United Marketing Co. were established 
in 1931 and are a firm of manufacturers’ 
representatives, commission agents, insur- 
ance agents and land and estate agents. 
There are three partners, and the company 
employs five representatives to cover British 
East Africa and Zanzibar. United Market- 
ing Co. are considered to be a suitable con- 
nection for United Kingdom exporters. 

Mr. Thanawalla is staying at Rubens 
Hotel, Buckingham Palace-road, London, 
SW1, where interested UK firms are asked to 
write to him. Inquiries by telephone should 
be made to the Board of Trade Commercial 
Relations and Exports Departmennt, Trafal- 
gar 8855, Extension 2917. 


East Africa——A £4m. water scheme is to 
be built in Mombasa, Kenya, which will 
bring water from Mzima Springs over 100 
miles away. The scheme involves the con- 
struction of large works at Mzima Springs, 
one of Kenya’s beauty spots, situated in the 
Tsavo Royal National Park, 

During the next five or six years it 1s 
hoped to instal a completely new automatic 
telephone system in Dar-es-Salaam as well 
as other centres in Tanganyika. A number 
of housing schemes are being discussed 
which will be erected for staff. The 
Tanganyika Development Planning Com- 
mittee consider that eight major road. works 
should be constructed in the territory at an 
estimated cost of £1,200,000, but the Mem- 
ber for Development maintains that before 
any definite programme is agreed there 
would have to be further consultations as to 
the capacity of the Public Works Depart- 
ment and the funds available. 

Housing for Africans attracts much atten- 
tion in Kenya. Two schemes have been 
announced by the Mombasa Municipal 
Board and in Nairobi a number of housing 
schemes for Africans are at present being 
carried through including a 12,000 person 
scheme for the building by Africans of their 
own sub-standard houses on a Council-de- 
veloped estate at a cost to the Council of 
£25,750. Financial arrangements have 


*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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been made in the UK recently which will 
enable the Council to carry out its building 
plans to the full] capacity of the technical 
ability and capacity of its own staff and of 
local contractors. 


Italy -—Loans have been granted by the 
Italian Government for the construction of 


irrigation plants to nearly 300 undertakings DC 


all over the country. In addition, over 
1,000 farms have been granted money for 
the construction of farm buildings and here 
the British prefabricated houses might well 
be marketed. The Cassaper il Mezzogiorno 
has allocated 12m. lire for various public 
works including 6m. lire for railway de- 
velopment. The development of communi- 
cations including the laying down of 
35,000 kilometres of new roads is to be 
undertaken. A number of aqueducts are 
also to be constructed. 


Portuguese West Africa.—The Portuguese 
Atlantic Bank has bought the necessary 
ground to build a branch office in Luanda, 
Portuguese West Africa. Other banking 
concerns are seeking land in this territory 
because of the expanding economy. Iror- 
ore mining is to be conducted between the 
Bengo and Cuanza rivers by a North 
American Company called the Long Year 
Company in conjunction with the Governr- 
ment of the Province where the mines are 
to be situated. A company is to be 
formed to erect a foundry which wil] employ 
300 European workmen. Before the 
foundry is constructed, houses are to he 
built together with amenities for workers 
and their families. In time an expanding 
township is foreseen. The Society de 
Fomento Ultramarino is to build a bridge 
which will link up the pumping station at 
Cunene and the other hydro-electric instal- 
lations on the River at Matala. The runway 
at the new Luanda aerodrome will be 2,250 
metres in length and 60 metres wide with a 
safety zone of 100 metres on either side. 
Some hangers are under construction. 


Punjab—A Punjab Government scheme 
for utilising low head falls on canals in the 
Punjab has now been announced in the 
Pakistani Press. It is estimated that 
63,000 k.w. will be generated by the end vf 
1956 at a cost of nearly £74m. A generator 
station is to be constructed on the Upper 
Cheban, near Chiohoki Malian. Others will 
go up at Shadiwal which is a few miles 
from Gujrat, Mangla, and near Gujranwala. 

A company known as Pakistan Cables, 
Ltd., has been registered in Pakistan for the 
manufacture ef wires and cables. This new 
firm represents a venture in which a number 
of prominent British firms are co-operating 
and a site for a factory has already been 
secured on the Sind Industrial Trading 
Estate. Construction is expected to com- 
mence very soon. The company will eventu- 
ally be extended. . . . The Taunsa Barrage 
scheme has now received the final approval 
of the Central Government. Under this 
scheme a barrage will be constructed across 
the River Indus. Approximate cost of the 
scheme is £10m. 

A new 250-loom jute mill is to be built at 
Denra, a few miles from Narayangunj. This 
mill, in which the Pakistan Industrial De- 
velopment Corporation is said to be inter- 
ested, is also setting up a baling press at 
Marsingdi, near Dacca. 

The Government has sanctioned the ex- 
penditure of about £3m. on the first stages 
of the Greater Karachi Water Distribution 
Scheme and the Greater Karachi Sewage 
Disposal Scheme. This work will take 
bout five years to complete. 
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CAVITY WALLS 
Greater Use in America 


A REPORT on the properties of cavity walls, 
by Daniel S. Goalwin, has been published 
by the National Bureau of Standards, US 
Department of Commerce, Washington 25, 


The report gives a compilation of data 
on the performance characteristics of cavity 
walls, which are masonry wads consisting 
of two parallel wythes or tiers of masonry 
separated by a continuous air space usually 
two inches wide. The two tiers are connected 
only by metallic or other non-masonry ties; 
masonry bridges are not permitted. The data 
include information on _ structural, rain- 
penetrability, and  thermal-transmittance 
tests conducted on cavity walls of brick, 
concrete block, and structural clay tile as 
well as tests made to determine the properties 
of wall ties and the fire resistance of cavity 
walls. 

Cavity walls, widely used in this country 
for many years, have recently come into 
greater use in the United States. The advan- 
tages claimed for them, in the report, include 
resistance to the penetration of rain or 
moisture and the additional insulating effect 
of the air space. Improper design, the 
report states, particularly with respect to 
such elements as flashings, openings, ties, and 
wall intersections, or lack of care in con- 
struction, may eliminate some of these 
advantages. 

This report contains both previously pub- 
lished and hitherto unpublished data, thus 
summarizing information on cavity walls re- 
quired for building design, construction, and 
code preparation. 

































NO “HARD LABOUR” 
WASHING DOWN FOR 
ME, MANGER’S 
SAVES ME HOURS, 
LETS ME GET ON 
WITH THE JOB 









SOLUTION IS EASY TO 


PREPARE, WASHES OFF 
WITH A SPONGE, 












AFTERWARDS WORK DRIES 
QUICKLY, FREE OF SMEARS, 
AND LEAVES A GOOD 

SURFACE FOR RE-PAINTING 
WITHOUT Loss OF §=/ 






10/6 doz. or 10/- doz. 
in 3-doz. case lots 
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New Housing Methods 


FoR the benefit of local housing authori. 
ties and others interested in house. 
building, a demonstration block of four cot. 
tages has been built, at the request of the 
Secretary of State, by the Scottish Special 
Housing Association, at Sighthill, Edinburgh, 
The cottages have been built to show 
varieus ways in which houses may be 
designed to use less softwood than usual, 
or even none at all. Also illustrated in the 
demonstrations are some of the recommenda- 
tions contained in the report of the Bailey 
Committee on “Quicker Completion of 
House Interiors.” 


One of the houses will be furnished by 
arrangement with the Scottish Committee 
of the Council of Industrial Design. 


The demonstration houses, which are on 
Sighthill Loan, near the junction of Wester 
Hailes-road with Calder-road, and an exhibi- 
tion of materials amd components were 
opened for inspection on July 22 and will 
close on August 15. 


RSA Bursary 


Mr. MAuRICE FARMER, of St, Michael's, 
Leuchars, who recently secured the Diploma 
in Architecture at Dundee Art College, has 
been awarded the Royal Scottish Academy 
Bursary for 1953. The bursary is rarely 
awarded to an architectural student. 


Kirkcaldy Development Plan 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE has appointed 
Mr. H. A. Shewan, OBE, QC, to hold a 
public local inquiry into the objections which 
have been lodged against the proposals con- 
tained in the Kirkcaldy Development Plan. 

The inquiry will be held in the Town 
House, Kirkcaldy, and will open on Monday, 
July 27, at 10.30 am. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Corporation has plans in hand for three- 
storey flats at Ashgrove, and for 294 houses at Mas 
trick housing sites, for which their architect & 
Alexander B. Gardner (F) Council Housing Offices. 
Broad-st., Aberdeen. in 

Blairgowrie and Rattrey.—Corporation to erect 
houses. The Council architect and engineer & 
William A. Coutts, Council Offices, Blairgowrie and 
Rattrey. 

Dumbartonshire.—Plans have been approved fer 
the erection of 1,220 dwellings at Drumchape! housing 
site, for which the architect is Archibald J. Jury ), 
Corporation Housing Offices, Glasgow Cross, G!asgo¥ 

Edinburgh.—Corporation planning committee have 
approved plans for the large premises which the Sun 
Insurance Co., Ltd., wish to erect at the corner o 
George-st. and Frederick~st. ialgeres 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
for new extensions for the production of industria 
emulsion and the storage of chemicals and products. 
at Maryhill, for Charles Tennant & Co., Ltd., 4. 
Lochburn-rd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Pians in hand for new Church halls © 
be erected at Elibank-st., Ruchenzie, for The Church 
of Scotland, George-st. Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Pians in the hands of their own_ sf 
architect for a fitting shop to be erected at Goval 
for Polar Engines, Ltd., len-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—A draft plan for a large dry dock # 
Greenock has been submitted to the Admiralty bY 
the Greenock Har Trust. The dock would be 
1200k. ne ty som. mide at the entrance. B .. 

is esi to a £34m. and constru 
would take about three ’ 

Larkhall.—Pians to be for extensions 
The Larkhall Coachbuilding Works, London-rd.. 
which the architect is John Cole, 14/16, London-té., 


Lockerbie.—Dean of Guild Court has passed plats 
submitted by Northern Wholessle ‘Duities td., for 
on ing factory at 
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Place, Lockerbie. The alterations are est. to cost 


500. P ‘ 
Eisley. Corporation to proceed with the erection 


Glenburn site. The architect is 


72 houses on the ’ C 
of 72 & Master of Works Offices, 


John G. MacGregor, 
County-sq., Paisley. 
Perth.—Corporation to erect a new block of flats 
at The Letham Shopping Contre. ‘The architect is 
John Penman (F), Municipal-chbrs., Tay-st., Perth. 
Plains.—Lanarkshire CC to erect new Catholic 
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THE BUILDER 


School, for which sketch plans 
by William Watt (F), County 
Motherwell-Wishaw. 4 


Rutherglen.—Plans to be prepared for extensions 
to the Donnabrae Works, for which the architects are 
James Taylor Thomson, MacCrae & Saunders (F/A) 
212, Bath-st., Glasgow. : 

Stramraer.—Dean of Guild Court have given TC 
Permission to build 60 houses at the new site near 
Cairnryan-rd. 


have been prepared 
Offices, Albert-st., 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and pre- 


vious issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk are 
advertised in this number. The dates at the heads of 
paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JULY 30. 

*#Surrey CC.—-18 police and 8 fire brigade houses 

on various sites. County A, Kingston-upon-Thames. 
JULY 31. 

*+Walthamstow BC.—60 flats and 32 garages north 
of The Drive. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
August 21. 

AUGUST 4. 

*Basingstoke BC.—Nine shops and maisonettes at 

South Ham site. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 6. 


Welton RDC.—Two houses at Grange de Lings; 
two houses at Cold Hanworth; four houses at Snel- 
land. Wm. Saunders & Ptnrs., architects, 24, Castle 
Gate, Newark-on-Trent. Dep. £3 3s. 

AUGUST 7. 

*Bexley BC.—First section of community centre at 
Falconwood-par., Welling. BE&S, West Lodge, Broad- 
way, Bexleyheath. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 8. 

*+Essex CC.—Dagenham Charlecote sec. tech. sch., 

est. cost, £189,000. Cty. A, Chelmsford. 
AUGUST 10. 

*Banstead UDC.—Conversions and repairs at 
Rookery Farm Cottages, Lower Kingswood. E&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

‘Durham Cty. Police Authority.—Pair of police 


houses with office at High-la. estate, Heworth (phase 
2). G. Clayton, FRIBA, Court-ia., Durham. 

Elstree RDC.—24 garages at Bullhead-rd., Bore- 
ham Wood. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Maidenhead BC.—24 houses on Spencers estate, 
contract 4C. BE&S. Dep. £2. 

AUGUST 12. 

Battle RDC.—Pair of bungalows at Copland-rise 
housing estate, Northiam. A. Neave, architect, 38, 
Mount-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

Derbyshire CC.—Garages at the Council’s highway 
depot at Clay Cross. County §, County Offices, St. 
Mary’s Gate, Derby. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 13. 

*Berks CC.—Two police houses at Newbury-rd., 

Lambourn. County A, Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 14. 

*Runcorn RDC.—47 houses at Appleton, for Mir. 

of Supply. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


Wolverhampton BC.—66 flats at Moseley Village, 
Willenhall-rd. BE Dep. £3 3s. 


AUGUST 17. 
“Bournemouth BC.—Eight shops with maisonettes 
over on Leybourne estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
“Slough BC.—Garages, Stoke Poges-la. (East) hous- 
g estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
b Swinton and Pendlebury TC.—Four two-storey 
— of eight flats at Clifton housing estate. BE&S. 
a aS 
fe AUGUST 20. 
ue RDC.—(1) 50 houses and site works; (2) 
po and sewers; at Dunholme. Saunders & Ptnrs., 
£3 _ 24, Castle Gate, Newark-on-Trent. Dep. 
AUGUST 21. 


o wee BC.—Convenience, Red Lion-sq. BS. Dep. 


Hythe BC.—Public shelter, West Parade. BS 
Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 124. 

Louth RDC.—12 houses at Holton-le-Clay, 20 
houses at Tetney, eight houses at North Thoresby. 
Wm. Saunders & Ptnrs., architects, 24, Castle Gate. 
Newark-on-Trent. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Wednesfield UDC.—Council Offices 
cock, E&S. Dep. £3 3s. ; 

Wellingborough UDC.—90 houses on Tower estate, 
Finedon. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 25. 
Ellesmere Port UDC.—Two pensioners’ bungalows 
at Wilkinson-st. North. E&S. Dep. £1 Is 
SEPTEMBER 7. 


*Beckenham BC.—House, Wellwood, Layhams-rd., 
West Wickham. BE&S. Dep. £2. 


T. A. Pea- 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
JULY 31. 


*+tMitcham BC.—Open fireplaces in about 182 
houses on various estates. BE&S. Tenders by 
August 24. 

AUGUST 7. 


*Sutton and Cheam BC.—External painting to 49 
houses in Ridge-rd. Chief Hsg. Officer, Sutton. Dep. 
£1 Is. 

AUGUST 8. 

Felling UDC.—Roof tiling of 130 houses now under 
construction on the Leam-la. unit, Heworth. Chief 
Housing Officer, Council-bidgs., Feiling, Gateshead, 
10. Dep. £2 2s. 

+Harrow UDC.—External painting and repairs to 
38 houses in two groups. D. Pritchard, Clerk of 
Council, Harrow Weald Lodge. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by September 5 


ROOFING 
MATERIALS 


All types of Roofing 
Materials are available 
for Immediate Delivery 
from our London Stocks. 


BEST WELSH SLATES 
AND DAMPCOURSES. 


ASBESTOS CEMENT- 
SHEETS AND FITTINGS. 


ASBESTOS R/W GOODS. 


THE BODDY ROOFING 


COMPANY LIMITED 
81ESSEX ROAD, LONDON, N.1 


Telephone: CANonbury £281 

















x 
157 


AUGUST 16. 


“Luton BC.—Supply of ironmongery for 124 Cor- 
- Unit houses, Westmoriand-ave. estate. BE. Dep. 

2 2s. 
AUGUST 14. 


Southport CB,—(1) Installation in hoists; 
(2) supply and fixing of wrot pen thee supply 
and delivery of grates and surrounds in connection 
with the erection of eight shops and eight maisonettes 
on site 15, Heathfield-rd. housing estate Boro” A 
93/105, Lord-st. Dep. £1 1s. each specification, 

AUGUST 17. 

“Birmingham City C.—Replace 

lift at R — Pe 

ae ee + ~haeee Offices, 98, Edmund-st. Cy 

ids AUGUST 19, 
anal ter City C.—Supply of roofing slates’ Direc- 


tor of Hsg. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
AUGUST 6. 
Friern 


12,500 sq. yds. in Pri =< oeere ane 
etc. E&S. Dep. £2 25. rat. Wemmpere-cs.. 


AUGUST 8. 


Wellingborough UDC.—(a) Maki 
st., Finedon; (bd) roads od tine oa! — 
sites, Finedon. E&S. £2 each case 

ad AUGUST 12. 

South Westmorland RDC.—Burnside sewerage. 
Ward, Ashcroft and Parkman, consultant engineers, 
38, The Temple, Dale-st., Liverpool 2. Dep. £5 5s, 

AUGUST 15. 

Halifax BC.—17.000 sq. sphal ‘acing 

King Cross-st. BE. ton i P a % 
AUGUST 17. 


Nottingham City C.—3m. gallons reservoir at Oxton 
Hill, Oxton. E& Gen. Mer. Dept., Castle 
Boulevard. Dep. £5 5s.” re ™ 


AUGUST 18. 


oedbridge UDC.—Drai Edwin 
Warwick-ave. Pick, Pen ay a & rt aoad io 
gineers, 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 24, 

Louth RDC.—Sewer and sewage disposal 
schemes for the ines Tetney, North Thoresby 
and Holton-le-Clay. J. H. Haiste & Ptnrs., con- 
sultant engineers, 4, Queen-sq., oodhouse-la., Leeds 


2. Dep. £3 3s 


Scunthorpe BC.—Roads, sewers and water mains, 
Riddings estate, 2, contract 1. BS, Comforts- 
ave., Teeutiome. tad £5. a 

Southgate BC.—Resurfacing: Contract A (1) 13,500 
sq. yds., Bourne Hill; (2) 5,200 sq. yds., ~ 3 
rd. Contract B (1) 2,750 sq. yds., Broom ve.; 
(2) 5,000 sq. yds., Church Hill; 63) 4,500 sq. yds., 


Compton-rd.; (4) 4,200 sq. yds., Old Park-rd. BE&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 28. 
tHemel Hempstead RDC.—Water supply to the 
parishes of Markyate, Flamstead and Geese Gaddes- 
den. Howard Humphreys & Sons, consultant en- 
gineers, Victoria Station-hse., 191, Victoria-st., SW1. 
Dep. £5 Ss. Tenders by September 14. 


AUGUST 31. 


*Easthampstead RDC.—Soil sewers and 
— at Locks Ride, Ascot. 
2 2s. 


ancil} 
E&S, Bracknell. Dep. 


SEPTEMBER 1. 

Liandovery BC.—Llandovery sewerage and sewage 
disposal scheme. Thomas and Morgan and Partners, 
23, Gelliwastad-rd., Pontypridd. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Battersea.—Fiats.—BE&S has prepared 
the erection of 8 flats on site of Nos. 1-15, Ps Ror 

Battersea.—-APPOINTMENT.—Hsg. Com. recommend 
the appointment of G. F. kK White, FRICS, 2 
Wandsworth-rd., Vauxhall, SW8, as quantity surveyor 
int connection with the proposed development of the 
sites of Nos. 2/22 (even), Ormiston-rd.. Nos. 1/15 
(oats, Ruthin-rd., and Nos. 158/164 (even), Humber- 
rd. 

Battersea.—_SWIMMING Poo.t.—BE&S has been i 
structed to proceed with the preparation of detailed 
plans for stage 2 of the alterations to 4 
Baths, which will include the provision of a lounge 
and buffet. 

Battersea BC.—Orrices.—New offices and care- 
taker’s flat are proposed by E. J. Harman, LRIBA, 
46a, King’s-rd., SW3, for erection at Nos. 80-86, St. 
John’s-rd., on behalf of W. Barratt & Co. 

Bermondsey.—Sit—E Acouistrion.—TIP Com. recom- 
mend the acquisition and clearance for future 
development of the lands comprising the 
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area, together with lands adjoining or surrounded by 
the area. Also lands comprising the Cherry-st. area, 
with certain adjoining lands. 

Bexley Heath.—Orrices.—Scheme for the erection 
of offices at 191-193, The Broadway, for the Abbey 
National Building Society, Lid., is being prepared by 
Ronald Ward & Pinrs., architects, 17, Lowndes-st., 
Swi. 

City.—SHowrooms axp Orrices.—Ronald Ward & 
Pinrs., architects, 17, Lowndes-st., SWi, are preparing 
plans for textile showrooms and offices at 4-9, Wood- 
st., EC2, for Mitre Court Properties, Ltd. 
Croydoa.—AprrointmMeNt.—EC recommend appoint- 
ment of Riches & Biythin, FRIBA, 16, Northumber- 
land-ave., WC2, as architects for the extension of 
John Newnham School Also Andrew Kent & Stone 
as structural consultants for Castle Hill Primary 
Schooi 
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Croydoa.—DeveL opment .—Fo lowing schemes on 
behalf of the corporation have received TP approval: 
138 flats, 40 maisonettes and 16 houses at Sylvan Hill 
site, Church-rd. and Auckiand-rd.; 39 flats at junction 
of Brigstock-rd./Quadrant-rd. 
Croydoa.—Housts.—Erection of three houses in 
Gravel Hill, proposed by West’s (Redhill), Lid., 40, 
Croham-rd., South Croydon, has received TP consent. 
Hackaey.—Site Acguisition.—BC are to acquire for 
housing development the following sites: Nos. 26-46 
(even), Amburst Park; land at rear of Nos. 28-30, 
Amburst Park; Nos. 43-47 (odd), Amburst-rd: Nos. 
$240 (even), Ravensdale-rd.; land bounded by 49, 
Egerton-rd. behind Nos. 51-67, Egerton-rd.; Nos. 
106 and 108, Cecilia-rd.; factory site at the rear ot 
and including No. 66, Pedro-st.; site of the ‘* Crooked 
Billet’ PH, Upper Clapton-rd., together with Nos 
92, 94 and %, Upper Clapton-rd., with adjoining fac- 
tory, and including Nos. 15-21, Mount Pleasant-la.; 
land to the south and abutting upon Southwold-rd.; 
land north of the railway cutting and abutting upon 
Comberton-rd. 

Hammersmith. — Gymwastum. — Erection of gym- 
nasium with roof exercise area and ancillary accommo- 
dation at Latymer Upper School, King-st., W6, pro- 
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posed by Chesterton & Sons, 116, Kensington High- 
st., W8, has received TP consent. : 
Hammersmith._Meretinc Hovuse.—TP permission 


has been given to the erection of a Friends’ Meeting 
House at the intersection of Hampshire Hog-la. and 
future Cromwell-rd. extension, proposed by H. & 
H. M. Lidbetter, architects, 2, Verulam-bldgs., WCcl. 
mith.—Fiats.—LCC have approved pro- 
a nag mg en & Norton, AA.RIBA, 29, Sack- 
ville-st., W1, for the erection of a block of flats at 7-9, 
Ashchurch-ter., W12 
Paddington.—Devetopment.—BC has approved a 
revised scheme for the development of Marylands-rd. 
housing site by 22 flats, estimated cost £51,825. 
Paddington. APpPoint MENT.—Hsg. Com recommend 
the appointment of A. E. Thornton-Firkin & Ptnrs., 
17, Fitzhardinge-st.. W1. as quantity surveyors in con- 
nection with new development proposals at the Kem- 
play-rd. housing scheme. 
Paddington.-—Fiats.—Erection of a block of flats 
an site of Nos. 1-17, Adelaide-rd. proposed by the 
Metropolitan Police Housing Authorities has been 
approved by BC 
Stoke Newington.-——SitE ACQUISITION.— Hsg. Com. 
propose the acquisition ef No. 56, Queen Elizabeth’s- 
walk for future housing development. 
Newington.—F.iats.—BC are to invite tenders 
are acnedioe, of 24 flats on the sites of 65-79 (odd), 
Sandbrook-rd.; 54 and 56, Harcombe-rd., at estimated 
cost of £45.110. Architects are Howes and Jackman, 
1, Veru'am-bidgs., Gray’s Inn, WC1. 
Stoke Newington.—Fiats.—BC has approved a 
scheme for the erection of 50 flats at Milton-gdns. ex- 
tension comprising 33-69 (odd), Shakspeare-walk and 
76-84 (even), Spenser-gr Hsg. Com. propose the 
appointment of Howes and Jackman, 1, Verulam- 
bidgs., Gray’s Inn, WC1, as architects for the scheme. 
Stoke Newington.—F.iats.—Hsg. Com. propose the 
acquisition of the site at Nos. 7-16 (consec ), Aden-ter.; 
42a, 44-52 (even), Clissold-cres.; Clissold-mews; parts 
of rear gardens of 13-47 (odd), Burma-rd. and of 42, 
Clissold-cres.: yard and buildings at rear of 13, Aden- 
ter.: for clearance and the erection of 76 dwellings at 
estimated cost £149,502 as an extension to Burma- 
mews/Green-la. housing site. The appointment of 
Howes and Jackman, 1, Verulam-bidgs., Gray’s Inn, 
scheme is also 
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Alawick.—Tenders to be obtained shortly for pro- 
posed bus stn. for United Automobile Services, Ltd., 


¥ 
a Darlington Architect, A. A. Briggs, 10, Fleet-st.. 
$4 London, EC4. 
; : Ashton-in-Makerfield.—UDC seek approval for 
shops with single-storey flats over at Landgate-la. 


housing scheme 

Ave’ fe (Co. Durham).—Aycliffe Dev. Corp. to pro- 
ceed with scheme for erection of 297 houses | and 
garages: and tenders are being obtained. Corp.’s A, 
G. A. Goldstraw 

Bakewell.--RDC seck planning approval for further 
houses at Monyash. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—BC to invite tenders for 20 
flats at Newbarns estate: 12 flats at Ormsgill estate ex- 
tension and eight flats at Tummerhil! estate extension. 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 


BRASS AND COPPER TUBES 
The Brass and Copper Tube Association has 
announced that in consequence of the advance in 
the market price of zinc basis prices have been 
increased from midnight, July 15, as follows:— 
Increased by Basis price 


per lb. per lb. 
Brazed brass tubes .. 4d. 343d. 
Drawn brass strip sections 4d. 334d. 











Approved scheme for six houses and four flats at 
Lesh-la.—To include erection of North Walney CP sch. 
in 1954/5 programme.—EC to invite tenders for ex- 
tensions at Bram Longstaffe nursery sch. 

Bedlington.—UDC received sanction to build further 
28 houses at Woodside. Plans by S. 

Bishop Auckiand.—UDC seck permission to erect 
52 ** Trustee! ’’ houses on Woodhouse-cl. estate. 

Blackbura.—-Extensions proposed at St. Mary’s RC 
College (Principal, Dr. A. Cusack), £40,000 est. 

Blyth.—Northumberland CC recommended by Wel- 
fare Com. to erect home for old people at Blyth, est. 
£27,000. Cty. A, C. C. Brown, County Hall, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Burnley.——BC 
Brunshaw estate. 

Burton-on-Trent.—EC to invite tenders for 
dwellings on Part 1 of Edgehill housing scheme. 

Chesterfield.—BC to negotiate tender with E. Berris- 
ford & Sons, Ltd., 153, Boythorpe-rd., for houses at 
Elm Lodge site-—To lease site at St. John’s-rd., 
Pevensey estate, to Derbyshire CC for aged persons’ 
homes. 

Coventry.--EC received approval 
ment of Fox Ford comp. sch. 
gramme. 

Darlington.—-TC to place contracts for further 32 
houses on Firth Moor estate, Darlington. Plans by 
Boro’ A, E. A. Tornbohm, Central-bldgs. 

Derbyshire.—-EC submitted school building pro- 
gramme for 1954-55, to be sent to Ministry for 
approval:—Creswe!!, Whitwell, two form-entry instal- 
ment of a four form-entry sec. mod. sch (£110,000); 
Brimington boys’ two-form entry sch. (£99,000); 
Hollingwood girls’ additions (£15,000); Matlock, three 
form-entry sch. (£138,000); Alfreton, neighbourhood 
(£140,250); Chesterfield Newbold, three form-entry sch. 
(£140,000); sec. gram. schs., Tupton Hall sch., Clay 
Cross and Swanwick Hall, Alfreton, additions, one 
form-entry in each case (£80,000 each); prim. schs., 
Birley inf.,six-class (£39,325); and Mickley inf., three- 
class (£22,000). 

Dewsbury.—BC to invite tenders for 110 dwellings 
at Syke-la. estate and 120 at Church-la. estate. 

Doncaster.—EC received approval for inclusion of 
tech. high sch. for boys in 1954/5 programme, £165,158 
est. 

Dudley.—-BC preparing quantities for three-storey 
block of houses and flats at High-st. area.—To nego- 
tiate with K. E. Millard & Co., Ltd., New Wolver- 
hampton-rd., Langley. for 106 Cornish Unit houses at 
Saltwells estate-—Approved sketch plans for exten- 
sion to telephone exchange at Parsons-st.. for MOW. 

To invite tenders for clinic at Woodside.—EC to 
prepare plans for sec. mod. sch. at Simms-la. 

Farnworth.—TC to invite tenders for 45 flats on 
site at Albert-rd., Balmoral-rd., and Norris-st. 
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July 24 1953 


_Fylde.—RDC approved amended layout fg as 
dwellings at Harbour-la. estate and amended layout j» 
4% houses at Bryning-la. site, Newton-with-Clifton 

Gateshead.—TC seek joan sanction for £11,086 jy 
six police houses in Old Durham-rd., and £14.09 i» 
eight in South Hill-rd.—EC seek loan  sanetice 
£205,808 for proposed Dryden-rd. gram. gh_ 
Fennell & Co., Bridge End-chbrs., Chester-le-Sire 
preparing plans for house, shop and fiat in Sale. 
view.—McCarrick & Henderson, bidrs., Gateshex 
to erect 10 houses on Harlow Green estate. 

Golborne.—UDC S, J. B. Hoyle, to prepare 
for 50 houses at Culcheth. oe 

Gosforth (Northumberland).—Nationa! Coal Brd, » 
carry out scheme for replacement of Regent Pit Depe: 
on Regent Farm estate. Work will begin early nex 
spring.—Licences to be issued to Cussins, Ltd, om. 
a ig Gosforth, for erection of houses at Broadwy 

st. 


Haltwhistle.—RDC to build eight houses at Cog. 
wood. Plans by S, R. R. Shepherd. 


Jarrow-on-Tyne.—60 three-bedroomed maisonetis: 
with 16 shops underneath planned by TC in Ormoné. 
st. BE, H. W. T. Perkins, Town Hall, Jarrow. 


Lancs.—CC approved plans:—Phase | of College of 
Further Educ., £46,137 est. at Rossendale: ctv. s& 
sch. at Kirkby, £138,833 est.; boys’ sec. sch. at Lith 
Moss, £145,480 est.; six-bay ambulance stn. at High 
field-st., Middleton; sec. mod. sch. at Langley Neigh- 
bourhood Unit. 


_ Liverpool.—Schemes including erection of 756 dwel- 
ings at Deysbrook-la., Croxteth, and further 115 dwel- 
ings at Croxteth involving total expenditure of mor 
than £1,600,000 were approved by Liverpool Comp 
Housing Com. 


Liverpool.—Shop premises at 14, 16, 18 and? 
London-rd., belonging to Jackson the Tailor, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, to be reconstructed. Architecs 
Stephenson & Gillis, Saville-chbrs., North-st., Nev. 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Lytham St. Annes.—TC propose 50 houses, 80 fas 
and 18 bungalows at Smithy-la. and Blackpool-rd. sie 

Middlesbrough.—Town Planning Com. approve 
plans by Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd., ‘‘ Dunir: 
Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for extending Cane 
Bequest Hospital, also for 372 houses on Park En 
site, for TC. 

_Middlesbrough.—Sherwood Bros., auto eng 
Grange-rd., Darlington, plan garage and showrooms « 
Marton-rd. 

Middlesbrough.—Plans being prepared by T. 4 
Crawford, 80, Borough-rd., Middlesbrough, for ? 
houses in Acklam-rd., for J. C. Pykett.—D. A 
Roberts (CWS Architects’ Dept.), 90, Westmoriand- 
rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, prepared plans for shop an 
offices in Linthorpe-rd., for Middlesbrough Cop 
Society,—F. Hall & Sons, fruiterers, to erect wate 
house in Station-st. and plans being: prepared by Gat. 
butt, Archibald & Archibald, 23, Albert-rd., Middies 
brough.—BE, J. A. Kenyon, prepared plans for si 
houses in St. Paul’s-rd. 

Middleton.—Plans approved by BC:—248 hou 
and layout of North-East and South-East Shoppits 
Sub-Centres at Langley Neighbourhood Unit Develoy 
ment, for CC; 124 dwellings on Roads Nos. 2, 44a 
16 and Langley-la. at Langley estate, for CC; sv 
shops. five maisonettes and four flats, shopping > 
centre, Langley estate; 124 houses and 24 cottage fa 
at Langley estate. 

Mid-Northants.—Water Brd. to have revised pia 
Prepared for buildings at Pitsford Reservoir. Archite 
Howard Robertson, London. 

Morpeth.—TC applied for compulsory purche 
order for 23 acres of housing Jand in Spelvit-la. ar 
BE, F. K. Perkins, Bridge-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City A, George Kenyon 
Cloth-market, Newcastle, prepared plans for 28 hous 
on Kenton North estate.—J. W. Hanson & Son, !2 
Northumberland-st., Prepared plans for welfare # 
sanitary block in White-st., for British Glues 4 
Chemicals, Ltd. 

North Riding.—FC a i , Midd 

Ey ppointed Cameron & Mice 
ton, Bedford-sq., London, WC1, as QS for propos 
South Bank inf. sch. Architect. J. Breakwell, 7. | 
Motte-st., St. Helier, Jersey, Channel Islands 

Preston.—TC seek H Offic | for eft 
tion of fire stn, pss 2. aig 
_ Prudhoe (Northumberland).—UDC plan const 
tion of shopping centre on Oaklands estate, and lay" 
plans have been prepared by W. C. Ireland, § 

South Shields.—S_ Newman, Ltd., clothing manvls 
turers, Cone-st., plan to build factory.—Town I= 
Provement Com. recommend TC to sell site at ®™ 
uuon Cone-st. and Commercial-rd. 

Spennymoor.—UDC are to bui es. Ari 

* uild S00 houses. 
tect, G. H. Gray, 50, Camden-st., North Shields. 

Stafford.—Methodist Au church * 
Walton-on-the-Hill. a 

Stockton-on-Tees.—TC to build 120 houses on Ro¥ 
worth —., and to let contract for 18 old peop’ 

uses at Newham Grange. Plans by Boro’ A. ~ 
The Square, Stockton. 

Stone.——-UDC § approved lav ane 

Ls yout for 64 houses 
four flats at Lichfield-rd. site, third contract. 

Stourbridge.—TC a ‘ 

- Pproved plans, 39 house 
ne: Norton, for Wassell on Bott-la., Si 
idge. 


Sutton Coldfield.—EC to negotiate tender *” 
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Henry Boot & Sons, Ltd., Birmingham, for 51 dwell- 
ings at Faicon Lodge estate.—Approved layout for 56 
airmen’s quarters to Hollyfield-rd., for Air Ministry. 
Tynemoath.— Corp. received approval to £40,000 og 
proposed fire stn Plans by BE, D. H.. O’Herlihy. 


Wakefield. —RDC approved plans, new chapel at 
High-st., Crigglestone, for Methodist Auths. 

West Hartlepool.—EC proposes inclusion of scheme 
for rebui.ding St. Joseph’s RC sch. and cty. mod. sch, 
in Brierton-la. in next year’s building programme. 

Whitworth.—UDC to prepare plans for erection of 
branch library. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

: Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 


q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Aberdeen.—Erection of a new prim. sch. at Mas- 
tresk. Alexander Gardner (F), architect, Municipal 
Offices, Broad-st.. The Castlegate, Aberdeen. Drain- 
age. reinforced concrete, solid floors, brick building 
and allied works: *William J. Anderson, Ltd., £35,864, 
Steel construction and allied works: *William Rae & 
Sons, Ltd., £1,045. Plumbing, sanitary engineering 
and allied works: *A. B. Robertson & Sons, Ltd. 
Joinery, carpentry and allied works: *Hendry & Keith, 
Ltd., £8,626. Steel windows, casements, lantern 
ights and allied works: *The Crittall Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd., Glasgow, £8,006. Glazing, painting, de- 
corating and allied works: *James Chapman, £2,163. 
Plaster, lathing, cement and allied works: *Peter 
Cameron, £1,077. Tarpave and allied works: *William 
Tawse, Ltd.. Angusfield. Composite flooring and 
allied works: *The Neuchatel Asphalting Co., Ltd., 
Glasgow, £2,918. Heating engineering installation 
and allied works: *T. L. Parkinson, Ltd., £6,315. 
Layout and allied works on grounds: *Aberdeen Corp. 
Direct Labour Dept., £3,292. Asphalt and allied 
works: *The Ruberoid Co., Ltd., £3,024. Electrical 
fittings, installation and allied works: *William T. 
Gibb, Ltd., £3,951. (All others Aberdeen.) 

Barrow-in-Furness.—119 houses, Tummerhill estate 
pater sg for BC: *Direct Labour, £171,110 (amended 
tender). 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Repairs to 73 houses at Bill- 
ingham-on-Tees. Architects, L. J. Couves & Partners, 
Carliol House, Newcastle-on-Tyne: *H. Dawson Roads 
& Estates. Ltd., Chapel-rd., Billingham-on-Tees. Cost 
about £34,000. 

F Billingham-on-Tees.—Erection of 94 houses on No. 

? site of the Roseberry-rd. estate, for UDC. Archi- 
tects, Kitching & Co., 21, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough: 
Charles J. Boyd, Ltd., Emmerson-st., Middlesbrough. 

Bishop Auckland.—Alterations and additions to 
Bishop Auckland Technical Institute, for Durham CC. 
Cty. A, G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham: *Brown & 
Dixon, Ltd., Woodcrest-rd., Darlington, £4,647. 

Bootle.—116 houses, Netherton estate, for BC: *S. 
Byron (Formby), 9, Grayburn-rd., Formby, £146,286. 
on Rimrose-rd. housing site: *Direct Labour, 

Chesterfield.—Frection of six bungalows, Newbold 
estate, for BC: *W. Revill & Sons. Ltd.. 153, Boy- 
thorne-rd.. Chesterfield. Four combined houses and 
shops, Newbold estate: *Arthur Heath, Old-rd., 
Chesterfield 


Chesterton.—76 dwellings at Gt. Shelford, tor RDC. 


'. Jackson, ARIBA, architect, 93, Hartington-gr., 
- aneidge *J. Brignell & Co., 42, Newmarket-rd., 
amodridge. 


Chesterton.—Erection of (a) 20 dwellings at Horn- 
ingsea, and (b) 52 dwellings at Bourn, for RDC. H. 
Jackson, ARIBA, architect, 93, Hartington-gr., Cam- 
idee; (a) *Robinson & Gimbert, The Avenue, 
Sutton. Ely, Cambs; (b) *Johnson & Bailey, Ltd., 
a, Norfolk-st., Cambridge. 
Coventry. 


. -Erection of j rele 
for TC omnibus garage, Sandy-la., 


*Gibert-Ash, Ltd., 1, Stanhope-gate, London, 


WI, £121,000. 

x oarhem. Erection of 104 houses at Morley-cres., 
elloe, for RDC: *Direct Labour. 

giede. Extension to mill for Stockmills, Ltd., 
Sorge-st.: *Direct Labour, £3,000/£4,000. 
Felling.—i00 houses on the Leam-la. unit, Heworth, 


a UDC. R. Morton, ARICS, Chief Housing Officer, 
& aa Ggs.. Felling, Gateshead: *John Clark & 
pd (New Seaham), Ltd., New Seaham, Co. Durham. 
iateshend. ~Alterations to depot in Sunderland-rd., 
k qanntthend & District Omnibus Co., Ltd.: *Bewley 
cot, Ltd., Dunston-on-Tyne. 


Gateshead.—Erection of th 
Quarries estate. for TC: ‘Dee tee sa ec 


rection of a new chimney and heating 

ee ; — sch. John MacNab 
’ c , 29, i 3 

MacLaren & Co., Lid., £13,942." ee yey 


Ph sp (Northamberland).—Erection of 74 houses 
J ‘egent Farm estate, for UDC. Clifford Wyld, 
ussins, Ltd., The Drive, Gosforth, £95,118. 

Hackney.—For flats at Mare-st., Hackney, for 

Soreditch, Hackney and Highbury Housing Associa- 
» Mewellyn Smith & Waters, FF.RIBA, architects, 
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103, Old Brompton-rd., SW7. 

17-23, Grant-rd., Croydon. 

- Haydock.—36 houses at Church-rd. site, for UDC: 

a4 W. Liptrot & Co., Ltd., Brook-la., Pemberton, nr. 
igan. 


*R. Mansell, Ltd., 


Heston & Isleworth.—For 36 flats at Field-lane, 
Brentford, for TC. O. P. . Hilton, AMICE, 
ARICS, BE&S, 88, Lampton-rd., Hounslow. *M. 
Howard (Mitcham), Ltd. 


Huddersfield.—341 Easiform dwellings, Bradley es- 
tate, for TC: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle. 


Kendal.— Additions to the Methodist Church. Sandy- 
lands: *Thompson & Jackson, Moor-la., Lancaster. 

Larkhall.—Erection of the first development at Site 
2 of the Strutherhill housing scheme, for Lanarkshire 
CC. Samuel MacColl (A), architect, County-chbrs., 
Beckford-st., Hamilton West: *The Lanarkshire 
Builders, Ltd., £142,725. 


Liverpool.—Erection of block of flats at Sparrow 
Hal!, for TC: *H. Costain & Sons, Liverpool, £237,500, 

"London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for week ended July 18:— 

Building works: Brown and Jackson, Ltd., Fleet- 
wood, Lancs. Re-laying of railway tracks: Henry 
Boot & Sons, Ltd., Sheffield, 11. Modifications to 
ventilating system: W. H. Gascoigne & Co., Ltd. 
London, W6. General Maintenance Works: Y. J. 
Lovell & Son, Ltd., Gerrards Cross, Bucks; Samuel 
Turtle, Ltd., Ballymena, Co. Antrim, NI. 

London (British Railways).-The Eastern Region of 
British Railways announce that the undermentioned 
contracts have now been placed:— 


Provision of drainage between Chelmsford and Hat- 
field Peverel, *Tersons, Ltd., 4, Dollis Park, Finchley, 
N.3. Renewal of drainage and reballasting of per- 
manent way between Yaxley and Peterborough North, 
*Tersons, Ltd., 4, Dollis Park, Finchley, N.3. Diver- 
sion of Loxford Water at Barking, constructions of a 
concrete watercourse, a sewage pumping station, 
drainage, fencing. etc., *W. & C. French, Ltd., 
Buckhurst Hill, Essex. 


LCC.—Construction of 155 flats and 54 maisonettes 
at Patmore estate, Battersea. 


Lavender, McMillan, Ltd., Worcester Park £501,547 


Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich ; 501,495 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone 488,914 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth 487,854 
Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington 481,069 
William Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cricklewood .. 479,833 
H. Fairweather & Co., Ltd., Muswell Hill .. 479,107 
Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich 476,801 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 

Cheam 474,468 
Tersons, Ltd., Finchley : 469,732 
Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd., St. 

Marylebone ; .. 464,925 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham . 463,952 
*Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Westminster .. 462,755 


The comparable estimate of the appointed architects, 
Messrs. de Metz & Birks, is £477,630. 

LCC.—Construction of 48 flats at Clapham Park 
estate, Wandsworth. 
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L. & W. Whitehead, Ltd., Lambeth .. .. £125,901 
Halse Sons, Lid., Woolwich - .. 121,400 
Walter Liewellyn & Sons, Lid., EC4 .. 415,847 
Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster .. .. 415,653 
. J. Loveli & Son, Ltd., Paddington 115,227 
Bridge, Walker, Ltd., Lambeth ee 114,068 
A. Roberts & Co., Lid., Westminster 113,748 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster .. 111,003 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham .. 108,420 
*The Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., 
Lambeth ‘ 108,080 


The architect's comparable estimate is £1 10,297. 
€London (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW 
during week ended July tl:— 
London: War Office, Whitehall, reconstruction of 
canteen, F. Troy & Co., Ltd., 131, Great Suffolk-st., 
SEI. Bedfordshire: Bedford Head Post ~Office, 
} song —z- —— gy Lee & 
Sons, Ltd., ancellors Works, Cro ¢ . 
W9. Caernarvonshire (Wales): PO Bangor-td., Pen- 
maenmawr, erection of unattended automatic tele- 
hone exchange, Mr. Edward Jones, 3, The ade, 
nmaenmawr. Devonshire: Admiralty ng. 
Lympstone, erection of one house, Exeter ng 
Contractors, Ltd., 14, Dix’s Field, Exeter, 


tershire : transport stores, Wapley .Common, 
Yate, Wapley, internal and external of 4 
sheds, Hawkins & Holmes Building Centre, unter- 


st., Cadexton, Barry, Giam. 
Hampshire: HAMS Mercury, Peters 4 
officers” ( 


of 15 . etce., Ma ). Lrd., 
31A, North-st., Emsworth. Lanark % Tbrox 
NAB, 631, Paisley-rd. West, Glasgow, to 
existing house, Walter Guthrie & Co.. ie 90, 


Vernon-st., Maryhill, Glasgow. Merionethshire 
(Wales): MAF/ARC Rhydyglafais Farm,* Cyawyd, 
Corwen, erection of cattle shed. sheep and 


pens 
adapts. A. E. Davies & Sons (Builders), Ltd., 55, 
Goutal. Wrexham. Middlesex: HMSO, Headstone- 
dr.. Harrow, external & internal decorations, F. 
Troy & Co., Ltd., 131, Great Suffotk-st., SE1. 
Norfolk: Norwich Post Office Agricultural Hall, re- 
slating of roofs, Messrs. T. Gill & Son (Norwich), 
Ltd., Rupert-st., Norwich. 


London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
WD during week ended July 11:— 

Yorkshire: Building, William Birch & Sons, Ltd., 
York. Nottinghamshire: Lagging to steam mains, 
Joseph Nadin, Ltd., Birmingham. Devonshire: 
Miscellaneous, W. J. Avery & Co., Okehampton. 
Oxfordshire: Building, Tersons, Ltd., London, N3. 
Berkshire: Building, John Knox (Bristol), Ltd., 
Bristol. Kent: Painting and decorating, w; . ¥. 
Pickering & Sons, Ltd., Watford. Essex: Building 
work, A. D. Jackson & Son (Contractors), Ltd., 
Southend. 


Middesex: Electrical work, Grierson, Ltd., Lon- 
don, W8. Berkshire: Painting and decorating. Ww. T. 
Pickering & Sons, Ltd., Watford. Essex: nting, 


Ltd., Loutht © Sussex; 
Brighton. Stafford- 
& Sons, Litd., Bir- 


Donald Humberstone & Co., 
Miscellaneous, Farmer (Brighton), 


hire: Roof repairs, John Bowen & 
cinghens 12. ‘arwickshire: Electrical work, A.C.E. 
Machinery, Ltd., Brentford. Herefordshire: Road 


repairs, O. J. Elliott & Co., Ltd., Winterbourne. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Conversion of buildings in 
Railway-ter. into a factory, for E. & J. Richardson, 
leather merchants: *Stephen Buy, 224, Westgate-rd., 
Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—221 houses on the North Ken- 
ton estate, for Corp.: *Cussins (Contractors), Lid., 
The Drive, Gosforth, Newcastle, £295,395. 


New Windsor.—50 houses, Manor Farm_ site, 
Clewer Hill-rd., for BC. G. S. Baker, MIMunE, 
BE, Kipling Memorial-bidgs. Quantities by Henry 
Cooper & Son, Reading. *Token Construction Co., 
Ltd., 48, Albemarie-st., London, £74,339. 


Penrith.—Houses for RDC. 14 at Little Salkeld and 
two at Kirkland: *J. Kitchen, Penrith; four at Catter- 
glen: *J. G. Heath, Penrith. 

Portsmouth.—66 houses, Leigh Park, for City C. 
Frank Mellor, FRIBA, City A: *Auriol Builders, Ltd., 
Court-la., Cosham, Portsmouth, £92,070. 


Portsmouth.—104 houses at Leigh Park, for City C. 
Frank ‘Mellor, FRIBA, City A: *Howe & Bishop, 
Ltd.. Crown-bldgs., Clarendon-st., Portsmouth, 
£145,965. ° 

Ruthergien.—Erection of 126 houses on the Eastfield 
Farm site, for Lanarkshire CC. Samuel MacColl 
(A), architect, County-bidgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton 
West: *The Scottish Orlit Co., Ltd., Edinburgh, 
£223,940. 

Seaham.~--Erection of houses on the Leechmere 
estate: *G. H. Plemmper, Ltd., St. Hilda's Works, Old 
Chester-rd., Sunderland. 

Southport.—Extension to recreation room at fire 
stn., for BC: *F. Buck & Sons, Ltd., 91, Sussex-rd. 
Erection of two pairs police houves, 369/375, Guild- 


ford-rd.: * Tasker, 13, Clive-st., Southport, 
£6,776. ‘ 

.—Plans prepared for 50 houses to be 
erected at the Camelon district of Falkirk, for the 
Corp. A. C. M. Carrell (A), Burgh E., Master of 
Works Offices, Falkirk: *The Weir Housing Corp., 
Lid., Coatbridge. ‘ 

Stoke-on-Trent.—H.wuses for T.C. 20 a 
rd., Tunstall: *H. Hoskins, Furlong-rd. ‘ 
Stoke-on-Trent, £29,267. 10 (Group 30),.% 
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+ Site 
Bentilee Farm estate, 
st., 


160 


*E. Whitney & Co., £14,390. Two (Group 3), 
Bucknall: *A. Hughes, Booth- 


Stoke-on- Trent, £4. 003. 44 (Group 7), Bentilee 











UNITE FOR STRENCTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 p.a. 


London Region-—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 

26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tei.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 

** EFEMBE, Holb., 


Telegrams. London” 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 




















THE BUILDER 


Bucknall: *Tom Foster & Sons, Ltd., 
Shelton. Stoke-on-Trent, £63,555. 136 
Bentilee Farm estate, Bucknall: *G. & J. 
Duke-st., Fenton, Stoke-on-Trent, 
Bentilee Farm estate, Buck- 
Works, Manley, Stoke- 


Farm estate, 
Raymond-st.. 
(Group 6), 
Seddon. Ltd., 55. 
£199,244. 22 (Group 5), 
nall: tJ. Mee, Ltd.. Park-st. 
on-Trent, £32,672. 

Stourport.—72 houses. 
*Percy Cox (Builders), Ltd., 
Hill, Staffs £90,797. 

Sutton Coldfield.—Erection of dwellings, Falcon 
Lodge estate. for BC. 50 Site 3Ag: *Butler Bros. 
(Birmingham), Ltd., 150, Sutton-rd., £65, 950. 20 
Site 3Aq: *Crossley Bros. (Builders), Ltd., Le Albert- 
st.. £26.775. 16 Site 3Ar: *A. E. Jones, 37, Hansons 
Bridge-rd. (All ef Birmingham.) 

Truro.—23 houses at Malabar housing site, for TC. 
S. John O'Farrell, MIMunE, MRSI, City E&S, Muni- 


Walshes estate, for UDC: 
Quarry Bank, Brierley 


cipal-bldgs., Truro. Quantities by W. B. Bond, 
FRICS:— 
E. Jewell, Redruth ; . £38,200 
John Garrett & Sons, Ltd., Plymouth 38.199 
Trethowan (Builders), Ltd., Constantine 37,159 
E. Thomas & Co., Ltd., Falmouth 36,751 
W. L. Edwards, Truro 35,029 
*G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., 25, Boscawen-st., 
Truro 29,795 
Tyldesley.—Erection of 38 houses on Shakeriley 
estate, for TC: *Barton & Son, £52,067. 


Wakefield.—Erection of four houses in two blocks 
in connection with new Central Depot, Charlesworth- 


la.. for TC: *Direct Labour. 
Whitby.—FErection of three houses in Henrietta-st., 
for UDC: *Halls (Contractors), Ltd., Whitby, £5,222. 





STEEL-CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 


HAVE BANISHED ALL —a 
WITH OLD OR NE 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 
HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: TEMple Bar 5621 








Boyle's -2..- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel. : LADbroke 2879 

















July 24 1953 


British Glass Makers to go to India 


A team of 20 glass makers employed by 
Pilkington Brothers, Ltd., St. Helens, will 
sailing for India in September to train Indiay 
labour in the operations of sheet glass many. 
facture over a period of three years. Th 
team will provide the nucleus of skill; 
instructors and operators for a factoy 
being built at Asasanol, 138 miles north-wey 
of Calcutta. When their jobs are done aj 
but one or two of the team will return » 
England, and the majority of the new fac. 
tory’s 250 employees will be local men. 





CHANNELS 
by BROADS 


for CATALOGUE AND 
TECHNICAL SERVICE 


Phone: PAODGdington 706i (20 tines 
Write: SOUTH WHARF, PADOINGTON, W.2 








THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING C J 


SALES,HIRE 


ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 











WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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“eM NEGUS 9, 
_ Building Contractors 


Telephone:— 
Waterloo 5474 
(3 fines) 


ashstinebeectapnteigseit sin ua-rrind abaaie nen rsnen stain: vitmen— 


E.C.1 











GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


Registered Office : 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 


MONarch 7597-8 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Works : 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
Bexleyheath 5651-4 
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